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HEN firſt I began the following Poem, I was 


ſo far from thinking of the preſs, that I aimed 


no farther than to- deſcribe, and that for my own 


diverſion only, the Monomachy, or ſingle Combat, 


between the Giant and the Stripling, great Goliath 
and little David. 


After I had, in ſuch fort as it is, performed that, 
I was drawn on, inſenſibly as it were, to ſet forth the. 
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iv TO THE READER, 


noble friendſhip which, upon the great achievement 
of David's, was contraQted between prince Jonathan” 
and him; with the effects of both, the advancement 
of David to places of honour, truſt, and power; and | 
his brave diſcharge thereof, in the ſervice of his 
king and country : which, as it gained him the great 
love of the people, fo it procured him the high diſ- 
pleaſure of the king; and, as conſequent thereof, the 


troubles he afterwards went through, 


Having attended him ſo far in his proſperity and 
greatneſs, I could not find in my heart, methought, 
to leave him in his adyerſity, and depreſſed fate; 


4M but accompanying him through his ſufferings under 


Saul, I waited on him, till I had ſeen him fairly 
ſettled on the throne of Iſrael, 


There again I made a ſtand, as willing to have 
made that the bound of my undertaking ; but after I 
had pauſed awhile, looked back, and viewed the ſieps 


TO THE READER, V 


1 had taken; obſerved' from what a low beginning, 
through what extreme difficulties. and hardſhips, to- 
what a towering pitch of height and glory our hero 
was advanced; and conſidered. alſo, how ſoon this 
great and mighty, monarch, this excellent man, 
through a ſudden temptation of-luſt,. excited by the 
alluring bait: of beauty, fell into thoſe groſs and. 


heinous ſins of adultery and. murder; I could not 
forbear to diſplay that part of his life alſo, as fore - 
ſeeing there might ſame uſeful remarks be. made- 


theceon, which might be of ſervice to caution. others. 


Wherefore, running haſtily over the former part of. 
his reign, and but lightly touching, in a general way,: 
his wars, and martial enterpriſes, I entered, . as 
directly as: I well. could, upon the foul ſtory of fair 
Bathſheba; and as conſequent thereof, the cane 
death of her abuſed huſband, the brave and valiant” 
{ + Uriah, Which, with the better account of David's. 
A eminent ſorrow for it, repentance of it, | recovery - 
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vi TO THE FEADER. 


from it, and reſtoration to the favour of God apain, 
cloſes the third book. 

| There, indeed, I was forced to make another ſtop, 
which! thought would have proved a full ſtop; for 
it laſted more than twenty years. The poem was 
begun, and ſo far carried on (excepting only the firſt 
chapter of the firſt book) in the year 1688; when 
the prince of Orange landing, and the nation being 
in arms, the noiſe of guns, and ſounds of drums and 
| cages ſo affrighted, and diſturbed my peaceful 
muſe, that both ſhe for a while forſook me, and I 
thereupon the work, ſave that, upon a review ſome 
time after, obſerviag how abruptly David was 
brought in; that he might not look like one of the 
knight-errants of old, ruſhing into a fray with his 
beaver” down, that none could know either who he 
was, or whence he came, I added the firit chapter 
thereby beginning the ſtory a little higher, that I 
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might introduce my hero, with fomewhat tae- more 
advantage. 

There it reſted; without any proſpect of its ever 
geing further, until the laſt: winter: when lariosg lad 
bealth, and more leiſure than at ſome times before, L 
took it up for an entertainment, to make ſome uneaſy. 
hours paſs ſome what leſs uneaſily over. And after I 
had read it through, conſidering with myſelf, that if 
after my death, being found amongſt my looſe 
papers, it ſhould. be committed to the preſo, it could: | | 
paſs for at beſt but an imperfect or unfiuiſhed piece, f 
I found an inclination of mind to carry on the ſtory, 
if I could, to the end of David's life. Wherefore, 
giving a kind invitation to my gentle mult; to teturn 
(who, by ſome ſhort viſits, on particular ocean 
in the interval, had given me ſome ground co hope - | 
ſhe had not quite abandoned me), I entered again | 
upon the ſudje& where I hadl left off, and by degrees 
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ent, 


val: TO THE READER, 


went through it, until I brought my warlike hero to 


his peaceful grave. 


After it was finiſhed, deliberating about the pub- 
liſhing of it; as whether to publiſh it myſelf, or leave 
it as a peſſ hume, to be publiſhed (if thought fit) by 
ſome kind hand after my death; the reaſons which 
turned the balance for preſent printing were, firſt, 
that at preſent the preſs is open; which poſſibly may 
hereafter be ſhut; And, ſecondly, that if, upon the 
publication of it, Momus ſhould carp (which he is 
but too apt to do, even where there is leſs occaſion 
for it), I might be at hand, ready myſelf to anſwer 
his cavils; who, if any cauſe be given for them, 
gave it, though aſſuredly without any intention ſo- 


to do. 


Until I had wholly finiſbed, and tranſcribed alſo. 
this poem, I had not had the opportunity of peruſing, 
the learned Cowley's Davideis, though 1 had heard 


TO THE READER, ix 


of it, and I think, had once a tranſient fight of it, 
before I began this. Since I have read it through, 
with my beſt attention, and am very well pleaſed that 
I had not read it before, leſt his great name, high 
| ſtyle, and lofty fancy, ſhould have led me, though 
unawares, into an apiſh imitation of chow) which 
doubtleſs would have looked very odly and ill in me, 
how admirable ſoever in him. | 


His aim and mine differ widely; the method of | 
each no leſs. He wrote for the learned, and thoſe 
too of the upper form; and his flights are anſworable. 
I write for common readers; in a ſtyle familiar, and 
ealy to be underſtood by ſuch. His would have 
needed (if he had not added it), a large paraphraſe, 
upon it, to explain the many difficult paſſages in it. 


Mine, as it has none, will not, I hope, need any. 


* 3 


E have the ſame aim in this, the ſame inducement 


W. it, as I had in writing the Sacred Hiſtory of both _ 
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* TO THE READER, 


the Old and New Teſtament, viz, to invite and 
endeavour to draw all, the youth eſpecially, of either 
ſex, to improve their time and ſtudies, by employing 
both in reading better books, written on better ſub- 
jects, than too many of them too often FY 


I am not ſo wholly a ſtranger to the writings of the 
moſt celebrated poets, as well ancient as modern, as 
not to know, that the great embelliſhments of their 
poems conſiſt moſtly in their extravagant and almoſt 
boundleſs fancies ; amazing, and even dazling flights; 
luxurious inventions; wild 'hyperboles ; lofty language; 
with an introduction of angels, ſpirits, dzmons, and 


_ their reſpedtive deities, &c. which as not ſuitable to, 


my purpoſe, I. induſtriouſly abſtain from. 


In a word, I am not ſo vain to ſeek applauſe, I 


do not expect to be commended. . If criticks on the 


one hand, and carpers on the other, will give me 


leave to paſs the ſtreets quietly, without quarreling 


TO THE READER. X1 


or joltling, it is all I aſk at their hans. I do not 
affect the title of Poet. Let them call me, in that 
reſpet, what they pleaſe. The learned, and good- 
natured will, I hope, be favourable in their cenſures: 
the ignorant and crabbed I regard not. I am more 
modeſt than to expe& admiſſion amongſt the beſt 
poets ; and yet think it a little below me, to be 


ranked with the very worſt, Nec ſuffænus ſum, nec 


 inſcribo praxitelem, I am content to walks, if I m 
be allowed, in the * middle way; where the ſafeſt 

walking is, and where I ſhall be ſure to find Virtue; 
than whom I deſire no better company, 


* In Medio Vertus: Medio tutiflimus ibis, 
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DAVID EIS. 


BOOK I. 
1 ſing the life of David, Iſrael's king uo _ 
Aſſiſt, thou ſacred Pow'r who didſt him bring a $ 


From the ſheepfold, and fet him on the throne, | 
Thee 1 invoke, on thee rely alone; kc 
Breathe on my muſe, and fill her lender quill, | | 4 oy 
With thy refreſhing dews from Hermon hill, 2 4 
That what ſhe ſings, may turn unte thy praiſe, 


» 
- 


And to thy Name may laſting trophies raiſe. X Af : * 


FTE R King Saul had, by the ſin he wroughgt REY. | 

In Amalek, divine diſpleaſure brought t 

Upon himfelf, and fo the Lord provok'd, WE. 
Though his offence he with religion eloak e. * 

That God of his promotion did repent, 5 
And, in decree, the kingdom from him rent. 


— 
7 
2 
Ls Fo 


2 DAVIDEIS. "ws. 


"Whilſt the good Prophet on his mournful ſtring, 
Bewail'd the deſtin'd downfal of the king, 

God to him did his ſacred herald call, 

Sam'el, by whom he had anointed Saul, | 
And ſaid, How long for Saul doſt mean to mourn ? 
Up, quickly fill with ſacring oil thy horn; 

To Bethlemitiſh Jeſſe I intend, 

Thee, on a ſpecial errand ſtrait to ſend, 

For I among his ſons provided have 


A king who ſhall my people rule and ſave. 


Though to the Prophet it was fully known, 
That God had Saul determin'd to dethrone, 
And raiſe another; for himſelf did bring 
From God th* anwelcome ſentence to the king ;) 
Yet did this dang'rous errand him ſurpriſe ; 
And ſnut with fear, How can I go! he cries; 
If jealous Saul ſhould of the bus'nefſs hear, 

My head muſt pay for mine offence I fear. 
The Lord, a gracious Maſter, fully knew 
1333 The Prophet's heart was firm, upright and true; 
* And that his fear from frailty did ariſe, 

A fair expedient for him did deviſe. _ 
Go, go, ſaid he, an heifer with thee take, 
And fay, I come a ſacrifice to make 

Unto the Lord: Call J eſſe thereunto, 

And I will then direct thee what to do; 
Go, entertain no fear but fear of me, 

And him anoint whom I ſhall ſhew to thee, 


OO nA at ooo £m PE — TOTS 4 . 
' 


Away went Samuel. And, to Bethl'em come, FED: 
Conven'd the elders of the place, on WwWhom 


Book I. DAVID EIS. 


A trembling fell, a dreadful panie fear, 

Leſt ſome, great ill had dran the Prophet there; 
Wherefore they aſk'd him, If he came in peace? 

He anſwering, Ves; their fears did quickly ceaſe. 

He told them then, he came to hold a fealt 

Unto the Lord, that love might be increas'd 

Among them. Bid them haſte, and ſanctify 

Themfelves, that to the fealt they might draw nigh. 


Then unto Jeſſe's houſe the Prophet went, 
Upon his ſpecial errand moſt intent. F 
Amongſt his ſons when Eliab he eſpy'd, ; "2 
This. muſt be he, within himſelf he cry'd ;; 

For Eliab was the eldeſt, ſtout and tall, 

A at ſucceſſor he might think for Saul; 

He therefore ſaid, ſurely, the Lord's anointed: 
Is now before him ;? this hath he * 0 


But God thus check'd him. Look not at the —_ 
Nor outward ſtature ; but the inward grace: 
I view not man like man; th* external part 
He looks upon, but | regard the heart. 
The Prophet thus inſtructed, now no more 
Conſults weak reaſon as he did before; 
But when Old jeſſe had before him fer 
Sev'n of his ſons, all proper perſons, yet 
The prophet to his guide now keeping cloſe, 
Told him the Lord had choſen none of thoſe; - - 


Sure theſe are not thy all, the Prophet cryd ; 
No, one there till remains, old Jeſs reply d, 
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4 DAVIDEIS. Book I. 


My youngeſt fon, my ſhepherd's place he fills, 
And tends his fleecy charge on diſtant hills, 
Send, fetch him, ſaid the Prophet, quickly home, 
For we will not fit down until he come. 


A ſpeedy meſſenger for David flies, 
And brings. the ſprightly youth before their eyes, 
A roſy bloom adorn'd his comely face, 
Sweet to behold, and manly with a grace ; 
Before the Prophet, Jeſſe makes him ſtand, 
The Prophet ſoon received the Lord's command, 
*. Ariſe, anoint the youth, for this is he;' 
And Samuel ftrait approach'd with bended knee, 
Aſſum'd his horn, and on young David's head, 
'The conſecrating oil did freely ſhed. 


From that day forward upon David came, 
The Spirit of the. Lord ; which might proclaim, 
To well-diſcerning eyes his unction, as 
Of Saul's rejection a ſure token twas, 

That the good ſpirit did from him depart, 
And to an evil ſpirit left his heart. 


* 
n 


This evil ſpirit from the Lord is ſaid, 
| On Saul to come, and it ſuch trouble made 
: To Saul and all his ſervants, that they thought 
_ The beſt expedient was, there ſhould be ſought 
Some ſkilful man, who on his harp might play, 
And drive that ſpirit, for the time away. 
This they propoſe. He ſhews a ready mind 
To try it, bids them ſuch an harper find. 


Book I. DAVIDEIS. 5 


One mention'd David, whom he thus ſet forth, 
A cunning player, and a man of worth; 
Valiant and wiſe; a comely perſon; one 

To whom the Lord had ſpecial favour ſhown.. 


This pleaſed Saul; to Jefle ſtrait he ſent 
To fetch young David; David quickly went, 
A tender kid the chearful youth did bring, 
With: bread and wine, a preſent for the king, 


His office is aſſigned him to ſtand 
Before the King, and with a ſkilful hand, 
When Saul was troubled, on his harp to play, 
And when he play'd, the ſp'rit was drove away. 


This made him dear to Saul ; Saul quickly found, 
The benefit which did to him redound 
From the ſweet harper's muſic ; for the ſake 
Whereof he did him armour- bearer make : 
A martial ofhce *twas, to bear the ſhield. 
Of Saul, when he ſhould march into the field; 
Which ſhews, he found the youth as well could wield: 
His arms (a lance or ſpear, and maſly ſhield) 
And thereby, if oc@hon were, defend 
His perſon, ant u need, due ſuccour lend; 
As ſoftly ſtrike upon the tuneful firing, 
And by harmonious lays reheve the king. 
Unwilling therefore David ſhosid return, 
Leſt he his ablence might have cauſe to one, 
He ſent again to Jeſle to requeſt, 

That wigh his leave, he might be longer bleſt 


A-3 


6 DAVID EIS. Book B. 


With David's ſervice, that he might be freed 
From his affliction: Jeſle ſoon agreed. | 


CHAR'H. 


WHn1Lsz Saul yet reign'd (altho' by God rejected, 
Becauſe he had the Lord's command neglected) 
The bold Philiſtians with a mighty hoſt, 

Made an invaſion upon Judah's coaſt ; 
Whom to repel, when Saul the danger knew, 
The men of Iſr'el he together drew. 


Upon two hills the war-like camps were ſeen, 
A valley lying in the midſt detween ; 
Each army ſtanding in battalia rang'd, 
Before a blow on either ſide was chang'd, 
From the Philiſtian camp, a champion bold 
Came proudly daring, dreadful. to behold; 
Upon his ſcowling brow ſate fuming wrath, 
His name Goliah, and his city Gath ; 
In height he was ſix cubits and a ſpan, 
In truth, a monſter rather than a man; 
He on his head a brazen helmet ware, 
Too great for any head but his to bear, 
And in a coat of mail he was array'd, 
That of fine braſs five thouſand ſhekels weigh'd; 
His ſhoulders did a brazen target bear, 
And on his legs he greaves of braſs did wearg 
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The ſtaff too of his ſpear full well might ſeem, 
For bigneſs ta have been a weaver's beam, | 
The head whereof alone ('tis ſtrange to ſay) 
Six hundred ſhekels did of iron weigh; 

Before him went his ſquire who bore his ſhield, 
Toa huge for any but himſelf to wiel. 


** 


Advancing forward tow'rds the camp of Saul,- 
To Iſrael's armies he aloud did call, 
And to this purpoſe ſpake, What need ye try 
* The fortune of a battle? Am not I, 
A Philiſtine? You, ſervants unto Saul? 2 
© Chooſe you a man, the ſtouteſt of you all; 
If he be able me in fight. to ſlay, 
Then we henceforth will your commands obey ;; , 
* But if in ſingle combat I prevail, 
And kill him, you to ſerve us ſhall not fail: 
Come, ſhew your courage, let it now appear, 
© Ye have at leaſt one man that's void of fear: 
All Iſrael's armies, L this day def, 
Give me a man that may my proweſs try.“ 
Thus forty days together did he brave 
The Iſraelites, yet none an anſwer gave, | 7 . 
For Saul himſelf was dreadfully afraid, 7 — 1 
And' the whole hoſt. of Iſrael fore diſmay d. 


While thus this ſon of earth did proudly vaunnt,. 
And with his looks, an hoſt of Hebrews daunt, 
It ſo fell out, or rather God ſo wrought, = | 
That little David to the camp was brought; z 7 


, 
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Till he return'd, his father's flock of ſheep. 


8 DAVID EIS. Bock I. 


David, old Jefſe's ſon, the Ephrathite, 
Fitter in ſhew to follow ſheep than fight. 


Sev'n other ſon's had Jefle, eight in all, 
The eldeſt three were ſerving under Saul ; 
To ſee how well they far'd, and how things went, 
The good old man, his youngeſt, David ſent, 
Not empty handed, David early roſe, 
And to the camp with victuals laded goes, 
Yet not without providing one to keep, 


Juſt as the hoſt to fight was going out,. 
And for the figna!, did to battle ſhout, 
Came David to the trench; with haſte he ran,. 
To find his brethren eber the fight began, 
And as with them he talking ſtood, anon 
Came forth the Philiſtine's bold champion, 
Enclos'd in braſs, and with an hideous cry, 
Denounc'd his challenge then as formerly ; 
At ſight of whom, a ſight that carried dread, 
The men of Iſrael to their trenches fled, 


No ſooner heard young David the defy,. 
But brave diſdain did ſparkle in his eye, 
His mettle roſe, his breaſt with courage ſwell'd,. 
He ſcarce himſelf from falling on withheld ; 
That Spirit which, from God upon him came, 
At his anointing, now doth more inflame 
His heart with holy zeal, and doth him bear, 
Above the ſenſe. of danger and of fear; 
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He could not brook, that one uncircumcis'd, 
Defying Iſr'el, ſhould go unchaſtis'd ; 

He talk'd with one, he turn'd him to another, 
Not daunted with the chidings of his brother; 
He let them both by word and geſture know, 
He durſt againſt the great Goliah go. 


The rumour of him reach'd the royal tent, 
And from the king a meſſenger was ſent, 
To bring him to him. In he nimbly ſtept, 
And ſaid, O king, the challenge I accept; 
Let no man's courage fail, for in the might 
Of God, I with this Philifliae will fight. 


Alas! ſaid Saul, when he obſerv'd the lad, 
A ſhepherd-ſwain, all in ſheep's ruſſet chad, 
To fight with him thou art too weak by far, 
Thou but a youth, and he a man of war. 
Caſt fear away, O king, the youth reply'd, 
He's ſtrong who has th' Almighty on his fide; 
I fear the God of Ifr'el, and have found, ad 
Young tho' I am, his ſtrength in need abound; | 
Thy ſervant ſlew a lion, and a bear, | | 
That from my father's flock a lamb did tear, 
And ſince this Philiſtine, hath in his pride, TY 
The armies of the living God defy'd, 
Th* uncircumciſed wretch no more ſhall be, -- 
Than was the lion or the bear to me; 
The Lord, who from the bear's and lion's paw, 
Did me preſerve becauſe I lov'd his law. IRE | 
Will, 1 believe, as in his fear I land, (4 
Preſerve me ſafe from this great giant's hand. 
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10 DAVIDEIS, Book T. 


The king amaz'd, yet glad withal to find, 
In ſuch a ſtraight fo well reſolv'd a mind, 


Gives his conſent, and prays the Lord to bleſs, | 


His little combatant with great ſucceſs : 

Himſelf, with his ewn armour David arms, 

Jo render him the more ſecure from harms, 

Upon his head an helmet he doth put 

Of maſſy braſs, through which no ſword could cut, 
Then loads him alſo with a coat of mail, 

Which, having oft been try'd, did never fail; 

On this array, his ſword did David gird, 

And then aſſay'd to go; but when he ſtirr'd, 

He too unweildly was, he found to move, 

Nor durſt he fight in arms he did not prove ; 

Saul's armour therefore David did refuſe, | 
Who fight for God, muſt not man's weapons uſe :” 
Saul's armour therefore leaving in his tent, 

He took his truſty ſtaff, and out he went, 

His ſling in t'other hand; and as he goes, 

He five ſmoath ſtones out of the valley choſe, 
Opens his ſcrip, and puts the ſtones th:rein,. 

And then draws near unto the Philiſtin. 


The giant rolling round his ſtaring eyes, 
At length the little Hebrew coming ſpies, 
At whom his haughty breaſt with ſcorn did (well, 
And with ſuch words as theſe he on him fell: 


Am I a dog, thou deſpicable boy, 
© That thou attempts me thus with ſtaves annoy ? 
Come hither, firrah, and thy fleſh for meat, 
I'll give unto the fowls and bealls to eat.“ 
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Then by his gods (what could he mention worſe?) 
He belches out an execrable curſe, 

So loud as if he meant the vale to ſhake; 

And cauſe the ſavage beaſts themſelves to quake. 


When he had ended, David did begin, 
And anſwer'd thus the haughty Phaliftin ;— 


Thou com'ſt to me with ſword, and ſhield, and ſpear, 
© But I to thee, come in the name and fear 
Of God the Lord of hoſts, by thee defy'd, 
The God of Iſr'el, to chaſtiſe thy pride; 
© This day, I truſt, into my hand he'll give 
© 'Thy ſever'd head, no longer ſhalt thou live; 
« Of all your hoſt, the carcaſes this day, 
Shall to the fowls and beaſts be made a prey, 
That all who on the ſpacious earth do dwell; 
May know there is a God in Iſrael; 
And to this whole afſembly 't ſhall appear, | 
© That not by ſwerd the Lord doth fave, nor ſpear; 
Ihe Lord our God, the battle doth command, 
And he will give you up into our hand.“ 


So ſpake th' undaunted youth. And at that word, 
Th' enraged giant was ſo throughly ſtirr'd, 
"That forth he ſtep'd, and lifting up his ſpear, 
With direful threats to David he drew near. 
To meet him David ſtill advanc'd as faſt, 
And from his ſling a ſtone he ſwiftly caſt,, 
So rightly aim'd, and with a force ſo ſtrong, | . 7. 
It pierc'd his brain, and fell'd him all along: 
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Proſtrate he ſprawling lay, the bruiſed earth, 
Receiv'd with trembling her gigantic birth, 
No ſooner David this advantage ſpies, 

But o'er the vale, he like the light'ning flies : 
While ftretch'd upon the ground the monſter lay, 
Like ſome great mole of earth, or bank of clay, 
The nimble victor laying by his ſling, 

Did on his maſſy ſhoulders lightly ſpring, 

Where ſtanding, forth the giant's ſword he drew, 
And therewith did his neck aſunder hew. 


Thus with a fling and ſtone did David ſmite, 


And ſlay Goliah in a ſingle fight. 


O dext'rous flinger, who the prize might win, 
From the * left-handed ſons of Benjamin! 
Nay, rather let the praiſe to him alone 

Aſcribed be, who guided hand and ſtone! * 


The challenge anſwer'd thus, the conqueſt won, 
In fight of both the armies looking on, 
The monſter's head till reeking in its gore, 
In triumph then victorious David bore, 


Him thus returning, captain Abner meets, 
Embraces and affectionately greets; 
Extols his fearleſs valour to the ſky, 
And gratulates his happy victory. 


By him conducted to the royal tent, 
To Saul he doth Goliah's head preſent. 


Judges xx. 16. . 
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Mean while the Philiſtins, their champion dead, 
With terror ſtruck, in great diſorder fled; 

The Hebrews ſhouting, eagerly purſue, 

And of them kill'd and wounded not a few. 
Thus the proud Philiftins the Lord did quell, 
And wrought deliv'rance for his Iſrael. 


C HAF. Ih 


A SON had Saul, whoſe name was Jonathang 
A brave young Prince, and a courageous man, 

He preſent was, when David to the King, 

The trophy of his victory did bring, 

And well obſerving David's ſpeech and mein, 

The like to which before he'd ſcarcely ſeen, 
Such love to David touch'd his princely heart, 
It ſoon produc'd in him an equal part; 

A noble friendſhip hence between them grew, 

And which was moſt affected neither knew. 


A ſolemn covenant between them paſs'd, 5 
A friendſhip that beyond the grave ſhould laſt. : 
The noble prince did of his robe diveſt 5 
Himſelf, and David to accept it preſs d. 1 
His garments he on David did beſtow, + STI | 
Ev'n to his ſword, his girdle, and has bow. = Te 
Which preſents David did with thanks accepfty/˖ 
Pledges of friendſhip to be firmly kept. SES 
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In high eſteem and favour with the King, 

This glorious victory did David bring; 

A courtier now the ſhepherd is become, 

The King him not permitting to go home; 

Advanc'd he is unto an high degree 

Of honour, none ſo great with Saul as he; 

Over the men of war the King him ſet 

Wherein his wiſe behaviour did him get 

'The love of all the people, and of all 

The courtiers too: a thing doth rarely fall, 

Now honours on him wait, and for a while, 

Indulgent fortune doth upon him ſmile ; 

In him both court ard country take delight, 
At once the King's and people's favourite, 


But oh! how ſlippery are princes courts, 
Where fickle fortune with poor mortals ſports ! 
And by alluring baits doth-them entice, 
To truſt themſelves upon the glazed ice, 
Then on a ſudden, e'er they are aware, 
Trips up their heels, and leaves them grov'ling there ; 
The wheel whereon ſhe doth her creatures raiſe 
Is in continual motion, never ſtays, 
But always whirls about: who ſit a- top 
To- day, to-morrow to the bottom drop. 


How tickliſh is a favourite's eſtate, 
Who muſt upon another's humour wait, 
And when he apprehends he ſtands moſt faſt, 
Is puffed down with an inconſtant blaſt ! 
If he the prince's creature ſeems to be, 
He hardly ſcapes the people's obliquie, 
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All their miſhaps to his account they ſcore, 
And lay their diſappointments at his door, 
If in tho peoples favour he appears, 

The prince then is, or ſeems to be in fears, 
And that too popular he may not grow, 
Seeks all occaſions how to Iay him low, 

So David found. The people ſing his praiſe; 
And that, in worthleſs Saul doth envy raiſe, 


It ſo fell out, that now the coaſts were clear 
From Philiftins, and peoples minds from fear, 
The Hebrew dames, from all the Cities round, 
With inſtruments of moſt melodious ſound, 

Came tripping out, and all along the way, 
Upon the well-tun'd ſtrings did ſweetly play; 
Their fingers play'd, their nimble feet did dance, 
For joy of their much-wilh'd deliverance, 


Together thus they come to meet the King, 
And in his ears this Epinicion ſing, | 
[Saul hath (of enemies) his thouſands ſlain, 

And David his ten thouſands] with diſdain 
The King this heard; it made his colour riſe, 
And his diſpleaſure ſparkled in his eyes. | 


While thus the women in their tuneful chore, 
Him faintly praiſe, and David ten times * 
The evil ſpirit, an envenom'd dart 2 
Let fy, and lodg'd it in his thoughtful hearty © 
The poiſon wrought, and in a trice polleſs'd,” * 


With ſopl-tormenting jealouſies his breaſt; * : I 5 » 
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Suſpicion and diſtruſt in him it bred, 
And with ſurmiſings fill'd his troubled head, 


Ile ſwell'd and champ't; at length his diſcontent, 
Did thus itſelf in angry accents vent. 
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To David they aſcribed have, ſaid he, 
Ten thouſands ; and but thouſands unto me, 
Thus they prefer my vaſlal me before, 
And, but the kingdom, what can he have more ? 


Hence Saul on David kept an evil eye, 
And to have ſlain him divers times did try, 
Ev'n while good David on his harp did play, 
Th' affliction of his ſpirit to allay ; 
But David's God (who had King Saul rejeQed, 
And choſen David) David ſtill protected. 


* When Saul perceiv'd (for even wicked men, 
Have ſights of God's outgoings now and then) 
That God did proſper David, and did move 
The hearts of all the people him to love, 

He daily grew of David more afraid, 
And ſtudied how he might be beſt betray'd. 


Two daughters had king Saul. A ſtately dame 
The elder was, and MER AR was her name; 
A topping lady ſhe, whoſe lofty look, 
Shew'd that-ſhe nothing that was low could brook ; 
Commanding pow'r reign'd in her ſparkling eye, 
And on her brow ſate awful majeſty ; 
A ſprightly vigour filPd her manly face, 

=p Which yet was not without a pleaſing grace ; 
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And had her breaſt been hid, ſhe might have gone 


Among the warriors for an Amazon. 
So look'd Penth'filea, when ſhe came 
To Priam's ſuccour. Such another dame 
Was ſhe, who durſt engage in ſingle fight 
Wich Theſeus, the warlike Hippolite. | 


Unlike herſelf, a ſiſter Merab had, 
The joy and grief of many a noble lad, 
Fair Mica ar ſhe was call'd, whoſe lovely face, 
No feature wanted that could add a grace 
Her body delicate, wherein enſhrin'd, 
As in its temple, dwelt a virtuous mind; 
Engaging ſweetneſs beamed from her eye, 
And on her cheek ſate maiden modeſty ; 
Her courteous mein gave proof to all that ſhe 
From pride and haughtineſs of mind was free, 
For of the meaneſt-ſhe would notice take, 
Her whole converſe, humility beſpake ; 
So graceful was her geſture, it did move 
At once beholders to admire and love. 


Theſe were Saul's daughters; and by theſe the King 
Ruin on David did deſign to bring, 
By one of theſe he hoped to prevail, 
If all his other ſtratagems ſhould fail. 
One of theſe princeſſes had promis'd been, 
To whoſo'er ſhould kill the Philiſtin, 
Which David having done, might juſtly claim 
One; but the King had power which to name, 
He therefore Merab firſt aſſign'd to be, 5 
The guerdon of young David's victory; 
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But when the time approach'd, he chang'd his mind, 
And her unto another's bed conſign'd. 

But Michal's lovely, Michal's virgin love, 
In ſtrong deſires did unto David move; 
This ſo rejoic'd her envious Father's ear, 
He ſaid, I'll give her to him for a ſnare, 


His ſervants he inſtructed how to draw, 
David to yield to be his ſon-in-law ; 

They tell him what delight in him the King 
Did take; what honour it to him would bring, 
To be unto his ſovereign ally'd, 

Beſides th' enjoyment of ſo fair a bride, 


When he himſelf excus'd upon the ſcore, 
His family was low, himſelf too poor, 
Out of his ſlender fortunes to advance, 
So large a dowry as the King perchance, 
Might look to have (for women then were thought, 
It ſeems of worth ſufficient to be bought.) 
TY inſtructed courtiers preſently reply'd, 
The King no dowry doth defire beſide 
An hundred fore-ſkins of his enemies 
The Philiſtins; that dowry will ſuffice, 


This was the ſnare the treach'rous King did lay, 
His well-deſerving David to betray. 
Ungrateful Prince! though David him had freed 
From danger, when he made Goliah bleed; 
Yet on ſet-purpoſe he this dowry choſe, 
That he to danger David might expoſe ; 
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He knew the valiant youth's advent*rous mind, 
The greateſt hazards never had declin'd, 

And by propoſing this, he did intend, 

David to bring to an untimely end. 


Twas not ambition to be ſon-in-law 
Unto a king, did humble David draw, 
Michal's freſh beauty and affection move, 
In youthful David like returns of love; 
And when he heard what dowry Saul propos'd, 
He gladly with the propoſition clos'd, 
The maid he lik'd (as who indeed could chooſe) 
The terms he lik'd ; what was there to refuſe ? 
For though he ſhould not Michal thereby gain, 
He gladly would the Philiſt ins have ſlain. 


Up with his men he in the morning gets, 
And on the Philiſtins ſo butkly ſets, 
That tho? with all the ſpeed they could they fled, 
He laid at leaſt two hundred of them dead, 
Whoſe fore-ſkins he unto the court did bring, | 
And gave a double dowry to the King. 


Ill- pleas'd was Saul, that what he did project 
For David's ruin, wrought not that effect; 
Had David's head been lifeleſs brought, that ſight 
Would to his eyes have yielded more delight; By 
Yet, fince it would not further his deſign, ba 
To manifeſt diſpleaſure and repine, 
He held it beſt his promiſe good to make, ; 
And David for his ſon-in-law to take; — 
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Concealing therefore for a little while, 

His hatred under a diſſembled ſmile, 

Ile of true gladneſs made a feigned ſnow, 

And Michal upon David did beſtow. 

The marriage-rites perform'd, the ſhepherd's led, 
With nuptial ſongs to princeſs Michal's bed; 
Where leaving them in amorous embraces, 

My muſe their father's machinations traces. 


CHAP. IV. 


. NOT fully were the princely nuptials o'er, 


Not fully bride and bridegroom joy'd, before 
Invidious fame by a confirm'd report, 
Diſturb'd the pleaſures of the peaceful court, 


The Philiſtins again had took the field "a 
The viol now muſt to the clarion yield, 
David to field muſt go; the trumpet ſounds, 
To bid the Philiſtins prepare for wounds, 
Saul's hope revives, that ſome Philiſtian ſpear, 
Will rid him both of David and his fear; 
To loſe a battle would not trouble Saul, 
So he might loſe his ſon-in-law withal; 
Bat, to his trouble, David from the war | 
Return'd with conqueſt, and without a ſcar, 4 
And, to torment him more, each enterprize - 
Rais'd Davidchigher in the peoples eyes. 
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Till now a ſecret hope reſtrained Saul, 
That David by the Philiſtins would fall, 
But having by repeated trials found, 

That David ſtill return'd without a wound ; 
Grown deſperate and impatient of delay, 
He bid his ſon and ſervants David ſlay. 


Surpriz'd, the courtiers on each other gaze, 
As men whom ſudden horror doth amaze; 
None undertakes the work, all ſilent ſtand, 
Fill'd with abhorrence of the King's command. 
They could not without much reluctance hear, 
His death decreed, who was to them ſo dear ; 
Nor could the King a man amongſ them gain, 
That would with David's blood a finger ſtain. 


But Jonathan, whoſe deeper rooted love, 
Did with a ſtronger ſpring to David move, 
Was not content barely to hold his hand, 
From executing that unjuſt command, 
Unleſs his utmoſt pow'r he alſo bent, 
His brother David's ruin to prevent. 

Leaving his father therefore, out he goes, 
His father's wicked counſels to diſcloſe 
To David ; but, when unto him he came 
Ah! how confus'd he was *twixt grief and ſhame z 
He griev'd to find his friend ſo near death's jaws, 
And hluſh'd to think his father was the cauſe ; 
Shame made him loth his father's fault to ſpeak, | 
But friendſhip prompted the defign to break: 
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Friendſhip prevail'd, and with a downcaſt eye, 
He made him underſtand the danger nigh. 


Not more was David troubled when he heard, 
What he before ſuſpected not nor fear'd, 
Than overjoy'd in Jonathan to find, 
So true a friendſhip and ſo brave a mind; 
And in the moſt endearing terms he ſhewsd, + 
His hearty ſenſe thereof and gratitude, > 


Then fitting down together, they concert, 
How they may belt the impending ſtorm avert ; 
It was agreed, that David ſhould abide 
In ſecret, until Jonathan had try'd 
His father's temper, that he ſo might find, 
How deep th' offence was rooted in his mind. 


They part, and David doth himſelf withdraw, 
To court goes Jonathan ; with filial awe, 
And humble ſtile he David's cauſe did plead, * 
And with his father thus doth intercede. 


- © Let not the King againſt his ſervant ſin, 

# Whole works to thee-wards ever good have been, 
© His life, thou know'ſt, he in his hand did put, 
And great Goliah's head he off did cut, 

The monſtrous Philiſtin by David fell, 

© A great ſalvation to all Iſrael, | 

© The Lord by him did work; thou didſt it ſee, 

© And didſt therein rejoiee as well as we, 

« Why wilt thou David ſlay without a cauſe, 

« Who is in all things ſubject to thy laws ? 
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O draw not on thyſelf the heavy guilt, 
That waits on guiltleſs blood unjuſtly ſpilt! 
« Pardon, moſt honour'd father, I beſeech, 

* My boldneſs and the freedom of my ſpeech ; 
© Tt is for David that I humbly ſue, 

David who doth thine enemies ſubdue ; 
Let me prevail, thine anger pray withdraw, 
« From both my brother and thy ſon-in-law.” 


So well did Jonathan diſcharge his part, 
So well he us'd the oratorian art, . 
That he prevail'd; the King revers'd his doom, 
The father by the ſon was overcome : | 
And that there might no ground for fear remain, 
He gave his oath, David ſhould not be ſlain, 
On which aſſurance, Jonathan did bring 
David to wait again upon the king ; 
His place in court he takes, and for a ſpace, 
He ſtands as formerly in ſeeming grace, 


But 'twas not long, before the curſed root 
Of envy did again begin to ſhoot, 
And jealous Saul a freſk occaſion took, 
On David with an evil eye to look. 
The reſtleſs Philiſtins, the land again 
Invaded had ; whom David to reſtrain, 
His men led forth, and with ſuch fury flew 
Upon them, that he their main body flew” 
Great was the ſlaughter his revengeful blade, 
Upon the Philiſtins at that time made, 
That had not ſome ſecur'd themſelves by flight, 
The hoſt of Philiſtins had periſh'd quite. 
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So great a victory, *twas thought by all, 
Would have endeared David unto Saul, 
And *twas but reaſonable to expect, 
So good a cauſe ſhould yield a good effect; 
But on the other hand, he David more 
Maligned now than e'er he did before; 
He ſaw that David, daily more became 
The peoples darling, and he thought his aim 
Was at the crown; he let in a ſurmiſe, 
That David one day would againſt him riſe ; 
He recollected what the prophet ſaid 
Of his rejection; and he was afraid, 
David would prove that neighbour,“ unto whom 
The kingdom, rent from him, in time ſhould come; 
He ſaw that God did eminently bleſs, 
All David's undertakings with ſucceſs ; 
That David was unto the people dear, 
He alſo ſaw, and that encreas'd his fear; 
He thought withal, that David did improve, 
By all the arts he could, the peoples love, 
That having gain'd a pow'rful intereſt, 
He might by force the ſceptre from him wreſt ; 
Theſe reſtleſs workings of his troubPd head, 
Perplexing thoughts. and terrors in him bred ; 
At length he was with apprehenſions fill'd, 
That he himſelf by David ſhould be kill'd. 


How miſerable is the ſtate of thoſe, 
Whom blind ſuſpicjon doth to fear expoſe ! 
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Death hath leſs terror in it. Who can find 
A torment equal to a jealous mind ? 


When Saul this apprehenſion in had let, 
His paſſions all were in a ferment ſet; 
Fear, anger, envy, madneſs, vengeful hate, 
Did boil together and incorporate 
In his foul breaſt; yet ſo, that bloodleſs fear, 
Did in his face predominant appear. 
Thoſe other paſſions ready were to invent, 
New kinds of tortures David to torment ; 
Bur fear o'er-rul'd, inſinuating he 
By David's death, himſelf from death might free, 
And that it muſt be by a ſudden ſtroke, | 
Leſt David ſhould the peoples help invoke, 
And they by force him reſcue. Thus again, 
Is guiltleſs David deftin'd to be ſlain, 
By ſecret ſentence in the king's own heart, 
Which he reſolv'd he would to none impart, 
For he no more would truſt to friend or foe, 
But his own hand ſhould give the fatal blow. 
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WHenN thus the king had David's death TY 
The faithſul chief, whoſe uncorrupted mind, 
Was never tainted with diſloyal tain, NOW: 
'Return'd from battle to the court again, | 85 OY 
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And, as a proof of victory, did bring 
Of ſpoils, a choſen preſent to the king. 


How eaſily is innocence betray'd, 
When, under ſhews of kindneſs ſnares are laid ! 
No apprehenſion had the guiltleſs youth 
Of danger, arm'd with probity and truth, 
He ſuch an inoffenfive mind did bear, 
As kept him free from all ſuſpicious fear ; 
With confidence unto the king he goes, 
(For confidence from innocency flows) 
And doth in order unto him relate, 
The battle and his army's preſent ſtate, 


The crafty king too, at the firſt congreſs, 
No token of diſpleaſure did expreſs, 
But under outſide kindneſs, inward hate 
Concealing, did a fitter ſeaſon wait 
To execute his purpoſe, that the blow 
Might be ſecure, which ſhould his anger ſhow, 


Nor did he long for an occaſion wait, 
But in a while, as in his houſe he ſate, 
The evil ſpirit from the Lord (for God 
Makes uſe of evil ſpirits as a rod) 

Upon him came, his jav'lin in his hand, 
And David playing on his harp did ſtand 
Before him, with refreſhing tunes t'allay 
His grief, and th” evil ſpirit drive away. 


So kind an office, ſure one might have thought, 
Upon the worſt of natures would have wrought, 
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And hindred lar molt ſavage mind, 
From perpetrating what he had deſign'd; 

But Saul, now hard'ned to a brutiſh rage, 
Beyond the force of harmony t' aſſuage, 
Thinking he now had ſure advantage got, 

To ftrike the ſtroke when David ey'd him not, 
His jav'lin at him with ſuch fury caſt, 

That had it hit, that hour had been his laſt 
But who the kingdom unto David gave, 

Did David now from threaten'd danger ſave, 


The ruſs'ling of Saul's garment, when on high 
He rais'd his arm to let the jav'lin fly, 
Made David look, and nimbly ſlip afide, 
While the ſharp-pointed ſhaft did by him glide, 
Which, whirling by, with ſuch a force did fall, 
That faſt it ſtuck upon the adverſe wall, 


Twas time for David warning now to take, 
And for his ſafety due proviſion make; 
His perſon now he could no longer truſt, 
With one that neither grateful was nor juſt ; 
One whom no ſervices could render kind, 
Nor the moſt ſolemn promiſes could bind; 
One who to gratify his groundleſs hate, 
Stuck not his facred oath to violate; 
With ſuch an one it was not ſafe to ſtay, 
White therefore ſafe he was, he went away, 
The treach'rous court he ſpeedily forſook, 
And to his private houſe himſelf betook, 
His faithful wife acquainting with the caſe, 
Her father's falſehood, and his own diſgrace. 
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Mean- while the wrathful king, whoſe hot deſire, 
Of David's death, had ſet him all on fire, 
Vex'd that his ruſsling robe that warning gave 
Jo David, from the ſtroke himſelf to ſave, 
And fearing leſt, if now he got away, 
He might the wrong revenge another day ; 
All in a rage, he certain of his guard, 
Whoſe ſurly looks beſpake their natures hard, 
Unto him call'd, and charg'd them to rapair, 
Forthwith to David's houſe and ſlay him there, 


With downcaſt looks the troubled guards receive, 
The unexpected charge, the court they leave, 
And leſt they ſhouid for backwardneſs be check'd, 
To David's houſe their heavy ſteps direct; 
There make a ftand, and ſet a private watch, 
That David ſtepping out they might diſpatch, 


But loyal Michal, whoſe miſtruſtful eye, 
Had all the ways ſurvey'd, did them deſcry, 
And told her huſband, if he ſhould remain 
In's houſe till morning, he would then be lain, 
Then through a lattice did direct his eye, 

To th' place where the inſidious guards did lie. 


The fight of theſe, and ſenſe for what they came, 
Did his advent'rous courage ſo inflame, 
That had not Michal weeping on him hung, 
Ile boldly had himſelf among them flung 
With ſword in hand; but Michal's moving tears, 
Wrought him to liſten to her preſſing fears. 
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Together thereupon they counſel take, 

What means are beſt his ſafe eſcape to make; 
Love ſhews the way ; fair Michal doth propoſe, 
And David won by her, doth therewith cloſe, 


When darkneſs had the place of light poſleſs'd, 
And drowſy ſleep had mortals laid to reſt ; 
When through the ſable clouds no ſtar appear'd, 
No warlike ſound, no buſy noiſe was heard, 
Then Michal, who had all things ready got, 
Needful to carry on the harmleſs plot, 

Having her deareſt David oft embrac'd, 

While he encircled with his arms her waiſt 

Did through a window gently let him down, 
And ſoftly ſaid, live David for the Crown ; 
May God thee keep, and bring thee ſafe again 
Unto thy Michal ; he reply'd, Amen, 

Then with a ſigh ſhe did the window cloſe, 
Uer figh he eccho'd, and away he goes. 


CHAP. VI. 


Now travels David in a mournful plight, 
Beneath the covert of a darkſome night, 
And Gibeah left, himſelf he recommends 
To God's protection, and to Ramah bends 
His wand'ring courſe ; at Ramah then did dwell, . 
His cordial friend, the prophet Samuel, 


1 
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And aſk'd for David, Michal put them by, 
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Arriv'd, he to the Prophet opens all 

The wrongs which he ſuſtained had from Saul, 
How he his life had ſought, he doth relate, 
And much laments his own unhappy ſtate, 


The good old man doth David's caſe bewail, 
And that his ſpirit might not ſink or fail, 
Doth him encourage in the Lord to truſt, 
Whom he had found both merciful and juſt. 
He wiſh'd him call to mind the oil was ſhed, 
At Bethlehem upon his youthful head, 
By God's command; that being ſo anointed, 
He to the kingdom was by God appointed, 
Who through his troubles wquld him ſtill preſerve 
From hurt, if he from God did never ſwerve. 
Advis'd him therefore not to let in fear, 
How great ſoe'er his perils might appear; 
But truſt in God, who never will forſake 
The wrong'd, who him for their Protector take, 
David thus ſtrength'ned; he and Samuel 
To Najoth go, and there together dwell, 


Mean-while, with eager eyes th' impatient king, 
Look'd every moment when his guards would bring 
'The head of David; in at length they come ; 

And tell him, David's fick a bed at home ; 
For with that ſhift, when they the door drew nigh, 


Having an image placed in his bed, 
With goat's hair pillow laid, as 'twere his head. 
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With furrow'd brows, and countenance ſevere, 
The diſappointed King his guards did hear, 
With ſharp reproaches blam'd their negligence, 
And ſent them back, with ſpeed to bring him thence, 
Go, fetch him bed and all, without delay, 
Said he, that I myſelf the wretch may ſlay, 


They go. But oh! the rage that in him burn'd, 
And at his noſtrils fum'd when they return'd, 
And brought him word, that David being fled, 
They found an image only in his bed; 

How did he rage and ſturm ! incens'd the more 
At this eſcape than e'er he was before; 
Inflam'd to think, that by a woman's wile, 

His daughter Michal ſhould him thus beguile ; 
His paſſion heighten'd, that his troops ſhould let 
His hated ſon have time away to get; 

But that which moſt of all diſturb'd his mind, 
Was that he David knew not where to find ; 
And foul he would have fell, it might be fear'd, 
Upon his guards, had he not timely heard, | 
That David, in the dark, to Najoth ſlid, 

And there himſelf among the prophets hid. 


Forthwith to Najoth meſſengers he ſent, 
To fetch him thence; away with ſpeed they went: 
But here the Lord himſelf doth interpoſe 
To ſave his David from approaching foes ; 
For when they to the prophets ſchool were come, 
And ſaw the company of prophets ; ſome 
Then propheſying, all the reſt attent, 
And Sam'el ſtanding o'er as preſident, 
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They could not David touch; but on them all, 
Who were to apprehend him ſent by Saul, 

A ſpirit came from God, and they began 

To propheſy in order man for man. 


Thrice did this ſtubborn king this courſe repeat, 
And thrice did God his baſe intent defeat; 
No ſooner came his meſſengers among 
The prophets, but prophetic notes they ſung. 
Gall'd with theſe diſappointments, th' angry king, 
Whom envy, fear, and jealouſy did ſting, 
Reſolves in perſon he'll to Najoth go, 

And once more try what he himſelf can do; 
Forward he ſets, and ſubt'lly as he went, 
Contriv'd how he might David circumvent; 
But er'e he got to Najoth, on him fell 

A ſpirit from the Lord; and he, as well 

As they whom he before had ſent, began 

Jo propheſy, and propheſying ran 

To Najoth, where, at ſight of Samuel, 
Firſt tripping off his cloaths, he proſtrate fell 
Upon the ground, and in that rueful plight 
Lay naked all that day, and all that night. 
Whence a proverbial ſpeech it grew to be, 
When in religious company we ſee 

An impious man affect a faintly ſhew, 

«« Is Saul among the pious prophets too.“ 


How admirable are the ways.of God, 
Whether his ſtaff he uſes, or his rod ! 
The firſt. of theſe his fainting ones doth ſtay, 
The laſt doth them correct that run aſtray ; 
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Who would not that reſiſtleſs being fear, 
Who eas'ly thus, can in a moment veer 
Our fixt intent ? Who would not to that hand 
His will ſubmit, that can all wills command ? 


How reſolutely, in an headſtrong will, 
Did Saul determine he would David kill ! 
How eagerly did he his will purſue, 
His trembling hands in David's blood t' imbrue ! 
What direful threatnings did he vent, what he 
Would do, could he again but David ſee! 
Yet, when he came where David was, we find 
That awful pow'r his ſpirit ſtrait did bind, 
He could not David touch; no pow'r he had, 
How bad ſoe'er his will was, to be bad; 
But, over-power'd, though evil was his heart, 
He was conftrain'd to act tae prophet's part, 
He ſpake, and did as prophets us'd to do, 
Who were inſpired by the Lord thereto, 


Small odds, perhaps, or none to outward fight, 
Diſtinguiſh'd this wrong prophet from the right; 
Each probably, alike might a& and ſpeak, 

And be alike regarded by the weak, 

The undiſcerning crowd, who ſeldom try, 
Beyond the outward ear, and outward eye; 
Yet plain it is, that Saul was now no more 
By God regarded than he was before 

He propheſied when he was among 

The prophets, but his ſpirit ſtill was wrong. 
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One long before, who Balak taught to lay, 
A dang'rous ſtumbling- block in Iſrael's way, 
A grand exemplar is, that wicked men, 
Againſt their wills, may utter now and then, 
Thoſe ſacred myſteries which God alone, 

Doth by his ſpirit unto man make known. 


What glorious things did Beor's ſon * declare, 
Concerning Jacob's ſeed ! how precious are 
The propheſies, wherein he did foretel 
The beauty, ftrength, and ſtate of Iſrael! 
What ſoul refreſhing comforts do ariſe 
In pious minds from thoſe ſweet propheſies ! 
And well they may, for God himſelf had put 
Into the prophet's mouth a word, and ſhut 
His divinations out ; whereby we know 
His ſpeech did from the holy Spirit flow, 


Yet this perhaps, of prophets was the worft, 
Who for advantage would have Iſr'el curs'd, 
For which, how well ſoe'er he ſpake, he ſtands 
Condemn'd upon record with public brands; 
Yet God, to ſhew his ſov'reignty, doth chuſe 
Sometimes the tongues of ſuch as theſe to uſe, 

Who, tho? the truths they tell may be believ'd, 
Yet are not they themſelves to be receiv'd. 
Theugh Balaam did of Jacob's + ſtar declare, 

« The ſword of Iſr'el did not Balaam f ſpare;“ 
Nor is it long er'e propheſying Saul, 
Will be oblig'd upon his ſword to || fall. 


* Numb. xxiii, and xxiv. + Numb. xziv. 17. f Lid. xxxi. 8. 
| x Sam, xxx1. 4. 
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May theſe examples lead us to beware 
How we receive ſuch (preach they ne'er fo fair) 
For goſpel miniſters ; but let us rather 
Obſerve (as he of old). But who's their Father! 
For men may glorious truths declare we ſee, 
Yet they the children of the devil be, 


1 Sam. x. 23. 


CHAP. Yah 


Wxr1lg Saul among the ſeers enraptur'd lay, 
Depriv'd of pow'r to move a feot away, 
Good David, who with rev'rence much admir'd 
This gracious act of Providence, retir'd, 
Leſt when the fit was over, angry Saul 


Should in diſpleaſure on the prophets fall. 


From Najoth therefore, having firſt advis'd 
With rev'rend Sam'el, whom he highly priz'd, 
He, undiſcern'd, withdrew, and ftrait did bend 
His courſe to Jonathan, his faithful friend, 
Into whoſe boſom he could freely vent 
His ſorrows, and his hapleſs ſtate lament. 

What fin of mine has rais'd this cruel ftrife, 
That I, faid be, am hunted for my life? 
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The gentle prince, whoſe truly noble breaft, 
Was with a generous compaſſion bleſt, 
His friend's complaint, his dangers and his fears, 
With cloſe but ſorrowful attention hears, 
And quick returns this ſhort, but kind reply, 
Almighty God forbid ! «© Thou ſhalt not die:“ 
And ſtraight endeavours, whatſoe'er he may, 
His fears with ſtrong aſſurance to allay; 
He thought his Father nothing would eſſay, 
Without conſulting him about the way, 
And thereby hop'd it in his pow'r would be, 
In caſe of an attack, his friend to free, 


But David, whom experience now had taught, 
'That both by force and fraud his life was ſought, 
Judg'd it not fafe his perſon to expoſe 
On ſuch uncertain tickliſh grounds as thoſe : 

He told his Jonathan, *twas not unknown, 

How firm a friendſhip was between them grown, 
Twas therefore reaſonable to believe 

His father hid from him what would him grieve, 
Or might perhaps, defignedly conceal 

His mind from him, leſt he ſhould it reveal; 
Yet know, ſaid he, as ſure as thou haſt breath, 
There's but a ſingle ſtep *twixt me and death. 


'That word, with ſuch an accent David ſpake, 
Impreſſions deep it could not fail to make 
Upon his tender friend; his quick'ned ſenſe, 
Like a ſtrong ſpring new vigour took from thence; - 
Starting, he ſaid, From evil may'ſt thou be, 
« My deareſt David, and from danger free ! 
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% Which that thou may'ſt, I'm ready here to do 
« Whate'er thou judgeſt may conduce thereto. 


Then ſitting down, they mutual counſel take, 
And this concluſion prudently they make, 
That Jonathan, his father's mind once more, 
At his return from Najoth ſhould explore, 
And ſhould accordingly let David know, 
If Saul his death deſigned yet or no. 
David, mean-while, did by agreement ſtay 
At Ezel-ftone, (a mark that ſhew'd the way) 
Near which, in buſhy covert, he might lie 
Safe from the view of any paſſing by. 


And now, before their parting leave they took, 
A ſacred covenant afreſh they ſtrook, 
A during tye, confirm'd by folemn oath, 
A bond inviolable on them both, 
Which to their lateſt offspring ſhould extend, 
On either fide, and never have an end; 
By which a ſtipulation they did bind 
Themſelves to be unto each other kind; 
That Jonathan ſhould faithfully report 
To David how he found affairs at court, 
And ſhould his utmoſt pow'r employ to free 
His friend from danger, if he any ſee, 
On t'other hand, That David, when the throne 
Of Iſrael ſhould come to be his own, | 
Should Jonathan, and all that from him ſpring, 
Secure from danger while himſelf is king; 
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For Jonathan, whoſe deeply piercing eye, 
On David's brow did marks of empire ſpy, 
Was wont, with confidence, his friend to tell, 
That he ſhould be the king of Iſrael. 


By this time Saul from Najoth was return d, 
With ſmoother brow ; but in his breaſt ſtill burn'd * 
Malignant hate, nor did he yet deſpair 
To —_—_— David's death at unaware, 


The new-moon now approach'd, and therewithal 
Reviv'd the wicked hopes of cruel Saul, 
He made no doubt, but at the ſacred feaſt, 
He ſhould have zealous David for his gueſt ; 
For then it pleas'd him always to admit 
David at table with himſelf to ſit, 
And then might hope, with more ſucceſs, to caft 
His fatal ſpear than when he threw it laſt. 


The new-moon being come, and David's ſeat 
Left empty, when the king ſate down to meat, 
Two days together; Saul began to doubt 
It was defign'd ; and with an angry pout, 

« Why cometh not,” ſaid he, (old jeſſe's ſon 
% To meat, as he in former times hath done? 


Thus Saul to Jonathan : who, having ey'd 
His father's angry countenance, reply'd, 
Since thou art pleas'd the reaſon to demand 
Of David's abſence, . pleaſe to underſtand, 
% That David unto Beth-lehem is gone, 
On urgent bus'neſs (to return anon) 
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« A yearly facrifice his brethren hold 

« At this time there, as he himſelf me told, 

« To which the family do aſLrepair, 

« And David too was ſummon'd to be there ; 

« He therefore earneſtly of me did crave 
« My leave to go, which readily I gave,” * 
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As from the prince's lips theſe words did fall 
A fire of rage enkindled was in Saul 
Againſt his ſon, which forth in choler brake, 
And with a furious accent thus he ſpake : 


« Thou ſon of the perverſe rebellious woman, 
'*« Whoſe headſtrong folly will be rul'd by no man, 
« Too well I know that Jeſſe's ſon and thee, 
To thy confuſion but too well agree ; 
% Yet thou, till he's ſecurely in his grave, 
No kingdom, no eſtabliſhment can have; 
Send therefore, fetch him, e'er he further fly, 
„% Make no delay, for he ſhall ſurely die.“ 
Theſe words in ſuch a thund'ring tone he ſpake, 
As ſeem'd to make the hall he fate in ſhake, 


Griev'd was the princely Jonathan to hear 
A ſentence ſo unjuſt and fo ſevere; 
Small hopes he had, yet could not chooſe but try 
His father's ſtormy mind to pacify, 
And to that purpoſe, in an humble tone, | 
Aſk'd «© Why ſhall David die ?—What hath he done?“ 


As ſuppl ing oll, on flaming fire caſt, | 
Inftead of quenching, doth*augment the blaſt ; 
d2 
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So Jonathan's ſoft words enkindled more 

His wrathful father than be was before; 

He nothing ſaid, too full he was to ſpeak, 

His ſtifling choler could not filence break; 

But ſnatching up, with furious haſte, his ſpear, 
Which at his hand deſignedly ſtood near, 

With ſuch a force at Jonathan he threw, 

As more than words, his bloody mind did ſhew. 


Altho? the prince the ſtroke did nimbly ſhun, 
Yet was he greatly mov'd at what was done; 
Such groſs indignity would ſtir a man 
Of meaner ſpirits than was Jonathan; 
Conſid'ring that it was a public ſhame, 

And more, becauſe it from a father came ; 

'The harder too it was for him to bear, 

Who was his father's and the kingdom's heir, 
Himſelf long ſince adult; and which was more, 
Had been his father's vice-roy jult before ; 

All which together working in his breaſt, . 
Made this abuſe uneaſy to digeſt, . 


From table, therefore, he in heat aroſe, 
And breathing forth diſpleaſure, out he goes; 
Then to his own apartment doth retire, 

To give free vent to this new kindled fire, 
Where falling on his couch, he doth bemoan 
Much more his friend's condition than his own, 
Reſpecting what concern'd his late diſgrace, 
He doubted not, confid'ring men would place 
All to his father's paſſion ; and that he 
Himſelf, his paſſion o'er, would troubled be: 


But, ah ! his friend, his friend! poor David's caſe 
Did more affe& him than his own diſgrace, 

No longer now doth any thought remain 

In Jonathan, that David's fears were vain ; 

No clearer evidence he now doth need, 

That David's death was by.the king decreed ; 
This act of violence, for David's fake, 

Both clear'd his doubt, and made his heart to ake. 


The tedious night in reſtleſs toſſings ſpent, 
Betwixt uneaſy grief and diſcontent, 
As ſoon as e' er Aurora did diſcloſe 
The ſpringing day, the faithful prince aroſe; © _ 
Both honour and affection did him ſpur, | 
And, e'er the lark was ſtirring, made him ſtir, 
Honour reminds him, that his word he gave 
To David; Love ſaid, Thou muſt David ſave ;” 
Which that he might, he to the field doth go, 
(His page his quiver bearing and his bow, 
Not knowing why) no otherwiſe he went, 
Than if to recreate himſelf he meant. 


When near the place, where Jeſſe's ſon did wait, 

The doubtful iſſue of his doleful fate, 

His curved bow with ſinew'd arm he drew, 

And over David's head the arrows flew ; 

One flying ſhaft a private token bore, 

Agreed upon between themſelves before, 

By which poor David underſtood too well, 

What Jonathan unwilling was to tell. 
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The thoughtleſs page, who nothing did ſuſpect, 
With nimble ſpeed the arrows did collect, 

And to his maſter bring, who did deliver 

Unto the lad his unſtrung bow and quiver - 

To carry home; himſelf remain'd behind, 

As if to walk alone he were inclin'd, 


The youth now gone, and Jonathan alone, 
Strait David ifſu'd forth by Ezel- ſtone, 
And, falling to the ground, with triple bend 
Of body did ſalute his noble friend; 
Then caſting arms about each other's neck, 
Their pearly tears each other's breaſt bedeck, 
They wept and kiſs'd, they kiſs'd and wept again; 
Nor could they ſoon thoſe cryſtal floods reſtrain, 
Each kiſs a freſh ſupply of tears did breed 
In both their eyes, till David did exceed ; 
At length, their covenant renew'd, they part, 
Each kindly bearing back the other's heart; 
They part, and each doth his own path purſue, 
With eyes reflex, while either was in view. 


End of the Firſt Book. 


DAVID EIS. 
BOOK II. 


CHAPTER I. 


| N travels David with a thoughtful mind, 

Uncertain where a ſafe retreat to find; 
For though while proſp'rous his affairs did ſtand, 
He friends and ſervants many could command; 
Yet now that frowns had wrinkled fortune's face, 
He knew not here to find a reſting place. 


In this perplexed ſtate, his pious mand 
Was to conſult the oracle inclin'd ; 
The inambiguous oracle, from whence 
Jehovah ſecret counſels. did diſpenſe, 
And undeceiving anſwers always gaye 
To ſuch as with an honeſt mind did craye. 


To Nob his weary ſteps he therefore bende x 
. Nob was a city of the prieſts, his friends; ; 
And to Ahimelech he doth; repair, 
Who then poſſeſs'd the pontificial chair, 
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The rev*fend pontiff, who was unadvis'd 
Of David's troubles, now was much ſurpris'd 
To ſee him come alone, who, ndt long ſince, 
Was royally attended like a prince : 

He ſtartled at the fight, nor could forbear 

To aſk why unattended he came there. 


It happ'ned that a certain Edomite, 
Who to the Hebrews was a proſelyte, 
One who had charge and overſight of all 
The herds, and herd-men that belong'd to Saul, 
Was with the prieſt ; bat what his buſineſs there 
Doth not to us by ſacred writ appear; 
*Tis only left in brief upon record, 
That he was there detain'd before the td. 


Him, ſtanding in a corner, David ſpy'd, 
Before he to Ahimelech reply'd; 

And knowing well the man, he was afraid 

His friend the prieſt would be by him betray'd, 
If after he the king's diſpleaſure knew, 

He any kindneſs unto him ſhould ſhew ; 

Left therefore into danger he ſhould bring 

His friend, or out of favour with the king, 

He held it beſt his troubles to conceal, 

And not his adverſe fortune to reveal, 

That if this pitk-thank ſhould relate to Saul, 
Ought that againſt the prieſt ſhould ſtir his gaul, 
The prieſt the accvſation might ſurmount, 

And place his kindneſs to the king's account. 
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He therefore gave the prieſt to underſtand, 
His coming thus was by the king's command ; 
Who he pretended had diſpatch'd him ſo, 
That none his ſecret enterprize might know ;; 
And that his ſervants he before did ſend 
To ſuch a place, his coming to attend; 
Adding, that in ſuch haſte he came away, 
The king's command admitting no delay; 
That of proviſion he had never thought, 
Nor had his ſword or weapons with him brought, 


The guiltleſs prieft, with unſuſpecting ear, 
T his feigned ſtory for a truth did hear, 
And not with victuals only him ſupply'd, 
But arm'd him with Goliah's ſword beſide, 
Which, offer'd to the Lord, when be was flain, 
Did with the prieſt unto that time remain; 
Nay, wanting other, he the ſhewbread gave, 
Appointed for the prieſts alone to have; 
In doing which, he errs that thinks he err'd, 

” Since mercy is to ſacrifice preferr'd, 

Yet e'er he gave the conſecrated bread, 
He aſk'd if they, who ſhould therewith be fed, a 
Were clean, Who will of holy things partake, mY 
Muſt whatſoever makes unclean forſake. 


Thus furniſh'd, David did from Nob depart, 
And turn'd his face to Gath with heavy heart; 
Not knowing elſe where he his head might hide, 
Nor could he long in ſafety there abide; 

The ſervants of king Achiſh quickly knew, 
That he was David who Goliah flew, 
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And ſtrait recounted, to incenſe their king, 
What e'rſt the Hebrew Dames of him did ſing, 
When in their dancing and triumphant ſtrain, 
They chaunted he had his ten thouſands lain, 
This David heard; but would not ſeem to hear, 
Concealing, with his utmoſt care, his fear, 
Till by a ſtratagem, he found a way 
Himſelf from Gath in ſafety to convey. 
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When paſt the bounds of the Philiſtine's land, 
On Iſr'el's coaſt again, he's at a ſtand 
Which way to take, or whither to direct 
His wandring feet, where he might unſuſpect 
Abſconded he, until thoſe clouds were paſt, 
With which his hemiſphere was overcaſt; 
In all his tract, unknowing of a friend 
Whom he could truſt, and who could him defend, 
And Saul, if once diſcover'd, would, he knew, 
Through all the tribes of Iſrael him purſue. 


But little time could he deliberate, 
What courſe to take, ſo preſſing was his fate; 
Vet in thoſe moments, many a place was brought, 
Under the judgment of his winged thought. 


Of all the refuges, his wary mind 
Could in ſuch haſte, and on a ſudden find, 
None pleas' d him better than a certain cave, 
To which its name the town Adullum gave; 
A ſpacious cave it was, yet known to few, 
Remote from Gibeah, and from public view; 
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And, which did recommend it to his ſtate, 
Twas in the tribe of Judah ſituate, 


Judah, the tribe from which he ſprang, and mow 


He had moſt reaſon to expect defence. 

This ſolitary cave he thought was beſt, 

Where, for a while, he hop'd to find ſome reſt ; 
The towns and cities therefore he forſook, 

And to Adullum's cave himſelf betook, 

Where long he had not been before he ſpy'd 
A friend paſs by, whoſe faith he oft had try'd, 
By whom, unto his brethren and his friends, 
He notice of his ſafe arrival ſends, 


With joy, like that which Jacob did revive, 
When news was brought that Joſeph was alive, 
Did good old J eſſe the good tidings hear, 
That David was in ſafety, and ſo near; 

And quickly he, his wife, and ev'ry ſon, 
With all their families, to David run, 

Him to embrace, and cheer him in his ſtraight; 
Henceforth reſolv'd to ſhare a common fate, 


This fame expanded with a loud report, 
And ſtrangers too in multitudes reſort ; 
Whoe'er was in diſtreſs, or diſcontent, 

And all that were in debt unto him went; 

A num'rous company to him repair, 

With minds as deſp'rate as their fortunes were; 
And theſe, with one conſent, implore that he - 
A captain o'er them will vouchſafe to be, 

He to their importunity doth yield, 

And taking muſter of them in the field, 
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Who t'other day no living ſoul could find, 
With whom to truſt his perſon or his mind, 
Now finds himſelf environ'd with a throng 
Of mett'led blades, about four hundred ſtrong. 


When firſt that lonely cave was in his eye, 
He purpos'd only there obſcur'd to lie, | 
*Till Proyidence ſhould his affairs diſpoſe, 
And reconcile him to his cauſeleſs foes ; 

But this acceſs of forces did him force 

To alter now his counſels and his courſe, 

He well conſider'd that it was in vain 

To hope that he could long conceal'd remain; 
That of his confluence of men report 
Would ſoon be made to Saul's enquiring court, 
And that with windy trumpet, flying fame, 
The caſe would quickly thro” the tribes proclaim ; 
That Saul appriz'd would not a moment ſtay, 
But fly upon him like a bird of prey. 

He therefore all things needful doth with care 
In readineſs for his defence prepare; 

His ſoldiers he doth diſcipline, and ſhow 

Both how to uſe the ſword, and draw the bow. 
His aged parents unto Moab's king, 

Safe conduct firſt obtained, he doth bring, 

On promife that they there ſhould ſafe abide 
Till God ſhould pleaſe the quarrel to decide; 
For Moab's king and Saul were then at war, 
Which made him David countenance ſo far. 


Things thus diſpos'd, he from the hold did go, 
God, by his prophet Gad, directing fo, 
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And march'd to Hareth foreſt, where he might, 
If forc'd thereto, with more advantage fight. 


G HAF. to 
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NOW wrap thyſelf, my muſe, in ſable weed, 


While thou relates a moſt inhuman deed 
As e'er was done; lay by thy laurels now, 
And wreath thy temples with a cypreſs bough. 


Thou, who of all the nine, ne'er known to ſmile, - 


Art held inventreſs of the tragick {lile, 


Speak through my quill, and on a doleful ſtring, 


In mournful notes, a tragick ſtory ſing. 


It was not long e' er Sau?Ps attentive ear 
Of David and his nev-rais'd men did hear, 
And calling to remembrance that his ſon, . 
| Whoſe courage was inferior to none, 
On the affront was put upon him laſt, 
When he at meat, his jav'lin at him caſt, 
Was in diſpleaſure from the court retir'd, 
His fear ſuggeſted that they both conſpir d 
Againſt him, and confederated were 
His crown and ſcepter *twixt themſelves to ſhare ; 


Which well he knew could not be done, but he | 


Muſt, if not lain, at leaſt dethroned be. 
The thought of which, as it did horror breed 


In him, whoſe fear did from his guilt proceed, 
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So did it blow his anger to a rage, 
Beyond the force of reaſon to aſſuage. 


In this turmoil he chanc'd abroad to be, 
Beneath the umbrage of a ſpreading tree, 
Under whoſe ſhady boughs, in chair of ſtate, 
He fate himſelf to cool and recreate; 
About him ſtood his ſervants in a ring, 
Waiting the pleaſure of their angry king. 


As chafing thus he ſate, *twixt wrath and fear. 
Vibrating, in his palſied hands, his ſpear, 
Ilis terror-ſtriking eye he roll'd about, 
And in a while his choler thus brake out : 


Hear now, ye Benjamites, will jeſſe's ſon, 
When he the crown of Iſrael hath won, 
To ev'ry one of you, who ſuccour yields 
* Unto him now, rich vineyards give and fields ? 
Will he you all, of thouſands, captains make, 
That ye ſo ready are his part to take? 
That all of you againſt me have conſpir'd, 
And not a man, fince Jonathan retir'd, 
s Hath ſhew'd me that my fon a league hath made 
With Jeſſe's ſon, and that am betray'd? 
Are ye ſo well aſſur'd of David's grace, 
That he will each of you Pte to place 
Of truſt and honour, that amoꝶg you none 
In pity hath inform'd me that my ſon 
« Hath ſtirred up my ſervant war to make, 
And both my crown and life away to take? ? 
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This unexpected ſpeech the-courtiers ſtrook,. 
Amaz'd they ſtand, and on each other look 
Each man among them knew himſelf to be 
From treaſonable combination free ; 
For though their love to David did remain, 
Vet did they ſtill tlieir ſoyalty retain : 25 
But when the king's ſtern viſage they beheld, 
His pouting lips, his cheeks with anger ſwell'd, 
His ſtormy brow, his fiery ſparkling eye, 
His foaming mouth with fury drawn awry, 
His fuming breath puff'd like a ſmoking brand. 
A trembling motion in his reſtleſs hand; | 
Though free from guilt, they were not free from fear, 
Knowing how apt he was to caſt the ſpear. 


While thus the courtiers in a ſilent maze, 
Upon the king and one another gaze, 
Forth Doeg ſtep'd, ſprung from the Edomites, , 
Of herdſmen chief, and chief of paraſites, _ 
The ſame who t'other day with leering eye, 
Did David in the tabernacle ſpy ; 

He now, to curry favour with his lord, 
Told how the prieſt and David did accord, 
How he himſelf at Nob had lately been, 
And David with Ahimelech had ſeen, 
How kind the prieſt, how ready to inquire” 
Of God, in David's caſe, at his deſire ; 
Adding, the prieſt with food had David ftor'd, 
And arm'd him alſo with Goliath's ſword ; 
In ſhort, he told whate'er Ahitub's ſon, 
Had unto David ſaid, or for him done, 
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And in ſuch terms the matter did relate, 

As were moſt apt the king to irritate, 

Hiding what would have freed the prieſt from blame, 
That David went as in the royal name. 


The king in pain, through rage too cloſely pent, 
Within his fwollen breaft, for want of vent, 
Was glad this charge againſt the prieſts to hear, 
Reſolving to diſcharge his fury there, 


Forthwith a purſuivant was ſent to bring 
The prieſts from Nob before the wrathful king. 
The prieſts, the royal ſummons to obey, 
Immediately advanc'd upon the way, 

And, in a body, with a good intent, 
Themſelves at Gib'ah to the king preſent, 


No fooner did the king the prieſt eſpy, 
But with a frowning brow and flaming eye, 
Upon them fix'd ; he to the pontiff brake, 
His mind in accents which his fury ſpake. 


— — — 


« Hear now,” faid he, Ahitub's ſon (whoſe word 
To him again was, © Here am I, my lord,” ) 
< Why haſt thou with a treaſonable mind, 
* Againſt thy lord, with Jeſſe's fon combin'd ? 
Thy treaſon's plain: for firſt ye did conſpire 
_* Againſt my life, then of the Lord inquire; 
TS thereby he to riſe againſt me might, Fd 
* Embold'ned be his ſov'reign Lord to ſmite; 11 ; 
Thou with proviſions too didſt him ſupply, #* 
That he, as now he doth, in wait might lie, 2 7 
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« Nay, thou into his hand a ſword didft put, 
© That he my head might from my ſhoulders cut.“ 


So ſpake the king, and more perhaps had ſpoke, 
But that this choler did him almoſt choke. 
To whom Ahimelech, with due reſpect, 
Return'd an anſwer much to-this effect: 


May't pleaſe the king, what ſervice I have done 
For David was, as David was thy ſon, 
* Thy ſon-in-law, who always freely went, 
On whatſoever ſervice by thee ſent, 
One whom the king admitted to his table, 
And in thy houſe was always honourable ; 
Nor thought I any one more true to thee, 
* Amongſt thy great retinue, than was he; 
© So may he prove: if otherwiſe he be, 
His being ſo was never known to me; 
© *Twas in thy bus'nefs that he ſaid he came, 
© Nor had I him receiv'd, but in thy name, 
Did I then firſt to ſeek the Lord begin 
For him, that this ſhould now be made my fin ? 
Have I not oft before for him inquir'd ? | 
© Yet ne'er before was charg'd to have conſpir'd; 
From me far be it, e'er to entertain 
A thought that may my loyalty diſtain ; 
And from the king, far be it too I pray, 
« Unto his ſervant's charge this thing to lay, 
Or to my father's houſe, for we are clear, 
And can our innocency make appear; 
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God is my witneſs, what J ſpeak is true, 1 
Thy ſervant of this matter nothing knew.“ 


So ſpake the reverend Ahimelech, 
And, with his laſt words, bow'd his aged neck: 
The other prieſts, to ſhew they did agree 
To what he ſaid, bow'd ev'ry man his knee. 


So juſt the prieſt's defence was, and ſo clear, 
Unto the ſtanders-by did he appear, 
That all the courtiers ready were to ſhout 


For joy: when, on a ſudden Saul broke out, 


And, with a vehemence of voice, did cry, 

© 'Thou, thou Ahimelech, ſhalt ſurely die, 

And all thy father's houſe,” O cruel word! 
More cruel mind ! to be by all abhorr'd : 

Abhorr'd it was; each courtier hung his head, 
And ev'ry face grew pale which had been red. 

The diſmal ſentence did with horror ſtrike 

The hearers, deep fetch'd ſighs ſhew'd their diſlike ; 
A trembling murmur at one fide began, 


And ſpreading, through the whole aſſembly ran, 


Which ended in an univerſal groan, 
Enough to melt all hearts, but thoſe of ſtone, 


* 
* 
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HOW miſerable is the Rate of thoſe, 
Whoſe frame of government doth them expoſe 
To arbitrary pow'r ! where law's unknown ! 
Nor any man can call his life his own ! 
Where innocency is of little force ! 
Becauſe impartial juſtice hath no courſe ! 
Where one man's rage keeps all the reſt in awe, 
Whoſe will and pleaſure are his only law ! 


O! how much better is their caſe who live 
Under a conſtitution which doth give 
To ev'ry man in government a ſhare, | 
And binds the whole to have of each a care; 
Where even-handed juſtice freely flows, 
And each the law, he muſt be try'd by, knows; 
Where none by pow'r can be oppreſs'd, becauſe 
Both prince and people ſubject are to laws: 
None there an arbitrary ſentence fears, | C 
Since none can be condemn'd but by his peers, 2 0 
Whoſe common int'reſt doth them wary make, | + 
How they their fellow's life away do take, 
For the ſame ſentence wherewith they condemn 
Another may be ſhortly turn'd on them; 
Theſe too th? accuſed party may reject, 
If their indifferency he doth ſuſpect; 
And, ne'er ſo mean, may for his birth-right land 
Fair ical, and full hearing may demand, 
W is. +. 
TY * 
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Prize your good fortune, ye, whoſe lot is fell, 
Under ſo good a government to dwell, 
Where no diſpenſing pow'r can make a breach, 
Upon your freedoms, nor your perſons reach ; 
But all ye have, life, liberty, eſtate, 
Is ſafe by law, which none can abrogate, 
Without your own canfents ; be therefore wiſe, 
And learn ſo great a benefit to prize; 
Look to't ; be watchful, none by any wile, 
You of fo rich a jewel e'er beguile. 


Ah! had the government of Saul been ſuch, 
He had not dar'd the prieſts of Nob to touch, 
Who never were, by legal proof convicted, 
Of that for which he on them death inflicted; 
Who had themſelves from all ſuſpicion clear'd, 
And blameleſs unto all, but him appear'd. 


But he, whoſe lawleſs will for law was put, 
Reſolving off thoſe innocents to cut, 
Commands his guards to turn without delay, 
Upon the prieſts of God, and them to lay ; 
Alleging (to encourage them thereto) D 
That they with trait'rous David had to do; 
And that they David's flight, altho' they knew it, 
Concealed had from him, and did not ſhew it. 


If on the court ſo great a terror came, 
When he before, the ſentence did but name, 
How great a conſternation may't be thought, 
This warrant for their execution brought, 
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The guards, who never durſt till now diſpute 

Their lord's command, now ſtand amaz'd and mute; 
The thought of ſuch an impious act them ſtruck 

With trembling, and their palſied fingers ſhook, 

And let their weapons fall; nor was there one 
Amongſt them all, tho? threat'ned from the throne 
With ſtormy frowns, that would extend an arm, 
Againſt the prieſts of God to do them harm. 


None all this whale, ſo unconcern'd did ſtand, 
As did the prieſts themſelves : the king's command, 
To have them ſlain, which made the reſt to quake, 
No alteration in their looks did make ; 
Which ſhew'd their guiltleſs ſouls were free oe fear; 
A ſteady reſolution had poſſeſt, 
- With brave contempt of death, their peaceful breaſt; 5 
They, in themſelves, did feel the beſt defence 
Againſt a tyrant's threat'nings, innocence; 
This kept their ſpirits in an even mean, 2-4D 
With countenance compos'd, and minds ſerene. 
Thus ftanding, they the Lord their God a 
Prepared to receive the fatal ſtroke, 


The more n the King beheld | 
The prieſts, the more his breaſt with anger ſwell'd ; 
He thought that they his power did contemn, . 
And, in himſelf, he vow'd revenge on them; 
Ie chaf't extremely too, to think that he 
Should by his guards no more regarded be: 
Then, fury boiling in him to its height, 
He ſingles out the brutiſh Edomite, 
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Th' informer Doeg, bidding him to fall. 

Upon the ſacred prieſts, and ſlay them all. 

Not backwarder the yeomen of the guard, 
Themſelves had ſhew'd (men moſtly rough and hard) 
Than forward he, Saul's pleaſure to fulfil, 

And ſtrait a ſea of righteovs blood to ſpill; 
Forthwith himſelf he to the work addreſt, 

And in Ahimelech's unſpotted breaſt, 


His thirſty ſword did ſheath. The aged fire, 


Did not reſiſt, did not a foot retire; 


But, with undaunted reſolution, Rood 


The ſtroke, till in a ſtream of purple blood, 
His life expiring, to the ground he preſs'd,. 
A glorious pattern leaving to the reſt. 

They, without terror, did his death behold, 
And by his brave example, grew more bold. 


Ah! had not curſed Doeg, the diſgrace 
Of all mankind, as well as Edom's race, 
Been in his nature, ſavager than were 


The fierceſt beaſts committed to his care, 
The awful aſpect of Ahimelech, 


Had been enough the ruffian's mind to check, 
Whoſe goodly perſonage, and manly face, 


An unaffected gravity did grace; 

His milk -white beard, unto his ſpotleſs breaſt, 
Itſelf extending, thereupon did reſt, 

And in his ſacerdotal robes attir'd, 

Was worthily both loved and admir'd. 
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But graceleſs Doeg, of a graceleſs kind, 
Bred among beaſts, to brutiſhneſs inclin'd, 
By ſhedding blood, more bloody - minded grew, 
And on the other prieſts with fury flew, 

They, undiſmay'd, themſelves prepare to die, 

Not one reſiſts, not one attempts to fly; 

But having God, whoſe prieſts they were, implor'd, 
They yield their ſpotleſs breaſts to Doeg's ſword : 
He in their blood did bathe his reeking blade, 

And on the ſoiled earth, them breathleſs laid ; 

The bloody wretch their bodies hew'd and tore, 
And warm he left them welt'ring in their gore, 

All man by man; nor did he leave alive, 

One ephod-wearer, out of cighty-five. 


Thus fell the prieſts of God; thus bleeding lay 
The tribe of Levi, ſlaughter'd in a day; 
Butcher'd by barb'rous hands, without all cauſe, . 
Again religion, reaſon, right, and laws: 

This Doeg acted ; but *twas Saul that bid; | 
This Saul commanded, and this Doeg dic. 


The hard'ned king, thus having fed his eyes, 
With this, to him delightfal ſacrifice, X 
To carry on his vengeance to the height, 
The eity Nob too with the ſword did ſmite ; 

No living ſoul therein his fury left, 
But, whatſoever breath'd, of life bereft, 
Men, women, children, oxen, aſſes, ſheep, 
His flaught'cing ſword at once away did ſweep, . 
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O horrid act! on his part moſt unjuſt, 

As done to anſwer a revengeful luſt ; 

But juſt from God, who, his denounced * will, 
Againſt old Eli's houſe did thus fulfil, 


. 


WHILE thus king Saul his forces did employ, 
His well-deſerving ſubjects to deſtroy, 
David, ſtill uninform'd thereof, was bent 
The ſacking of rich Keilah to prevent. 


To his retreat th* unwelcome news was brought, 
That the Philiſtines againſt Keilah fought, _ 
And robb'd'the threſhing-floors; his gen'rous mind, 
To raiſe the ſiege, and ſave the town inclin'd ; 
He therefore quickly of the Lord inquires, 
The ſacred anſwer quick'ned his deſires ; 
Moſt clear the anſwer was, vet he was fain, 
His men diſdoubting, to inquire again; 
For they who were in daily fear that Saul, 
With all his forces would upon them fall, 
Were loth for others' ſakes, their ſtrength to break, 
And make themſelves, for their defence more weak ; 
But when, the ſecond time inquir'd, the Lord 
A more confirming anſwer did afford, 
With promiſe that, obſerving his command, 


- He'd give the Philiſtines into their hand; 
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Fear overcome, they drew ap man by man, 
Their valiant leader marching in the van. 


To Keilah come, unlooked for by all, 
He on the Philiſtines did briſkly fall, 
And, with a dreadful laughter, all did ſmite, 
Who ſought not ſafety in a timely flight. 


The ſiege thus rais'd, and Keilah's coaſts now clear'd 
From thoſe aſſailants ſhe fo juſtly fear'd, 
Into the town victorious David enter'd, 
j 2 For whoſe deliv'rance he his life had ventur'd, 
Leading a booty which his ſword did win, 
From the defeated hoſt of Philiſtin; 
The gladded Keilites all their wits employ, 
To manifeſt their gratitude and joy; 
And well they might, with civick garland-crown 
His temples, who from ſpoil had ſav'd their town. 


Encourag'd greatly with this good ſucceſs 
Was David, and his followers no leſs ; 
They joy together: but how meer a toy, 
How momentary is all human joy! | 
1 his-glimm'ring glance of ſun-ſhine ſoon was paſt, 
And their horizon blacker clouds o' ercaſt. 


The triumph yet was hardly well begun, 
When young Abiathar, Ahimelech's ſon, 
Who from the ſword, by Providence was freed, 
To propagate a ſacerdotal ſeed, 
F 
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Came panting in ; with ſweat beſmear'd and duft, 
And almoſt breathleſs, thro? the concourſe thruſt, 


To David come, with many a figh and ſob, 
He tells the horrid tragedy of Nob; 
How the high-prieft, with all his prieſtly train, 
And every living ſoul at Nob was ſlain. 
Could you have ſeen, with what a mournful look, 
Poor David theſe amazing tidings took, 
Ye would have doubted, whether in his face, 
Aſtoniſhment or grief had. greater place. 
So Jeptha look'd, when to his great ſurprize, 
His daughter met him for a ſacrifice. ; 
The ſuddenneſs and ſtrangeneſs of the deeg, 
Horror.in David, and amazement breed ; 
His grief was equal; for he knew full well, 
This evil, for his fake, the prieſts befell : _ 
The thought, with anguiſh pierc'd his gen'rous breaſt, 
More deeply than can be by words expreſt. 
The infants with their mothers, he laments, 
And that he e'er ſaw Nob, too late repents ; 
The prieſts unrighteous murder doth bemoan, 
No leſs than if their caſe had been his own : 
He all their deaths bewails ; but moſt his grief, 
Abounds for his Ahimelech their chief, 
Unto' whoſe memory how much he ow'd, 
Could not, he thought, more ſignally be ſhow'd, 
Than by accumulating favours on 
Abiathar, his ſole-ſurviving ſon. 
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With kind embraces, therefore, he doth cheer 
The down-caft youth, and bids him caſt off fear; 
Aſſuring him, that ſince their common fate, 

Made them joint objects of Saul's cauſeleſs hate, 
He ſpecial care would of his ſafety take, 
Both for his own, and for his father's ſake, 
Whoſe well-deſervings of him, he ſhould find, 
Were deeply graven in a grateful mind.. 


To David now intelligence was ſent 
By ſome well-wiſher, that king Saul was bent 
To ſhut him up in Keilah, and to take 
Him pris'ner, or deſtroy it for his ſake. 
This made him lay all other thoughts aſide, 
And for his own ſecurity provide. 


Could David on the Keilites have rely'd, 
That they would have ſtood faithful to his fide, 
He durſt have held the town againſt the king, 
And all the forces in his pow'r to bring; 
For Keilah was a place of ſtrength ; and more, 
Had all proviſions for a ſiege in ſtore ; 
But doubting how the citizens might hold, 
Againſt the force of ſteel, or pow'r of gold, © 
He to the ſacred oracle did go, 
Saul's purpoſe and the Keilites' faith to know, X 
The anſwer was, Saul will come down; and they, 
To ſave themſelves, will thee to him betray.” 


CY 


This anſwer, from the oracle receiv'd, 
Made David, of the Keilites help bereav'd, 


TM 
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Reſolve to lead his ſlender band from thence, 
And ſeek a place of more ſecure defence. 

He durſt himſelf and men no longer truſt, 
With them who were too fearful to be juft ; 

For well he knew, where preſſing fears prevail, 
Fidelity and friendſhip quickly fail, 

Ungrateful Keilah, therefore, he forſook, 


And to the wilderneſs himſelf betook ; 


The wilderneſs of Zip, where he might be, 
In all appearance, from betrayers free. 


Here noble Jonathan, whoſe virtuous love, 
In greateſt dangers did itſelf approve, 
By ſecret ways to David did repair, 
Whoſe heart was almoſt overwhelm'd with care. 


As penſive lovers feel a ſudden cheer, 
On ſecing the obje& of their love appear, 
So David, at the unexpeRed fight 
Of Jonathan, his very ſoul's delight, 
Forgetting all his fears, and forroy's paſt, 
With gladſome ſmiles his faitifful friend embrac'd 
Who ſuch returns of hearty love did make, 
As well rhe firmneſs of his friendſhip ſpake ; 
Then to a ſhady pine they jointly walk, 
And 'twixt themſelves of David's troubles talk. 


No need had David now-himſelf to moan, 


His friend knew how to make his caſe his own; 


He kindly to him ſpake, and had a word, 
Of comfort to confirm him in the Lord ; 
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Bid him not fear, but in the Lord confide, 
Who was, he could aſſure him, on his fide 
Told him, the Lord would cover him, that Saul 
Should be unable to effect his fall; 

And, -prophet-like, foretold him that the throne, 
Of Iſrael ſhould one day be his own, 

And he himſelf the next in dignity : 

(Unhappy man! who others fate could ſee, 
But not his own.) Thus having cheer'd his friend, 
And time requiring, they their conf'rence end, 
And then before the Lord, they both renew 
Their covenant, and kiſſing, bid adieu. 


G NAT. 


AS in the winter, ſhow'rs and ſtorms ſucceed 
To- ſun- ſnine, which to travellers do breed 
More toil and hardſhip, than the tranſient ſmile 
Of ſol gave comfort, which they had e'er while; 
So after David's heart had been made glad, 
By the kind viſit which he lately had, 
Freſh ſtorms aroſe, his troubles now grew more, 
And dangers greater than they were before; 
Saul furiouſly approach'd, and well he knew, 
With num'rous forces, and his own but few; 
Saul only wanted knowledge where he lay, 
And ſome, he knew, would guide him to his prey. 


* 


* 
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The pick- thank. Zephites, in whoſe trackleſs wood, 
Th' afflicted prince, with his retinue ſtood, 
To curry favour, haſten to the king, 
And where poor David was, glad tidings bring, 
Engaging, if he came without delay, 
They David would into his hands betray. 


Attentive ears to all the Zephites told, 
The king did lend, and ſmoothly them cajol'd, 
Beſtow'd a graceleſs bleſſing on the band, 
Begg'd them to go again, and underſtand 
More fully all his haunts, and cloſely ſpy 
The lurking places where he us'd to lie, 
And bring him word: away the Zephites poſt, 
But David had, meanwhile, forſook their coaſt, 
Ahd to the wilderneſs of Maon gone, 
The plain that's on the ſouth of Jeſhimon. ; 
This when Saul heard, he thither bent his courſe, 
Reſolving to prevail by fraud or force ; 
So ſwiftly he purſu'd, he David found, 
And him and all his men environ'd round. 


Great was the ſtrait poor David now was in, 
So great, he never had in greater been; 
No hope to conquer, nor no way to fly, 
Nothing remained but to fight or die; 
When lo! a meſſenger came panting in, 
And told the king, the bloody Philiſtin 
Invaded had the land, and all was loſt, 
At leaft, that lay upon the bord' ring coaſt, 
Unleſs he came with ſpeed; therefore, O king, 
He cry'd, make no delay, thy forces bring © 
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To ſave thy land, and let the king make haſte, 
Before the country be laid wholly waſte, 


This ſtartling meſſage made the king with ſpeed 
Return, and David from his danger freed. 
Thus God ſometimes, by unexpected ways, 
Relief to his diſtreſſed ones conveys, 
Exciting others upon them to fall, 
Who would the righteous without cauſe enthral. 


This great deliv'rance, with a thankful heart 
To God aſcrib'd, thence David doth depart, 
And with his little band of men did hie, 
Unto the fortreſſes of En-gedi, 
A place of greater ſtrength, and whence he might, 
If over-preſs'd, ſecure himſelf by flight; | 
Concluding right, *twould not be long ere Saul, 
With greater forces would upon him fall. 
Lis expectation fail'd not; for the king, 
The Philiſtins repell'd, doth with him bring 
Three thouſand choſen men, men he had try'd, 
In whoſe fidelity he could conhde ; 
And now himſelf, with pleaſing hopes he fed, 
That he ſhould David take, alive ar dead. 


But God, who oft on wicked men doth bring, 
The hurts they plot *gainſt others, did the king 
Caſt ſingle into David's hands: now he, ba 
Might with one ſtroke himſelf for ever free, 202-2 
From Saul's purſuits ; for Saul had, from his men, 
At nature's call, retir'd into a den, | 
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His royal robe he laid afide the while, 
Leſt any tin the garment ſhould defile, 


Not thinking David in the cave had been, 
Or that he had by human eye been ſeen, 


Who but a David, would have let his foe, 
At ſuch advantage found, in ſafety go ! 
No ſmall temptation to him it muſt be, 
To ſet himſelf from all his troubles free ; 
His firm attendants too their lord provoke, 
To ſtrike himſelf, or let them give the ſtroke. 


But he, whoſe noble breaſt was thoroughly fill'd 
With loyal principles, from heav*n inſtill'd, 
(Not liking too, in caſe he ſhould ſucceed 
Unto the crown, his ſubjects ſuch a deed 
For precedent ſhould have) with brave diſdain 
Of ſuch a fact, his followers did reſtrain, 


Yet, that the king might ſenſible be made, 
How cauſeleſsly he was of him afraid, 

He gently ſtept to where the garment lay, 
And, undiſcerned, cut the ſkirt away; 

Then drawing back, he waited 'till the king, 
His robe reftfm'd, went forth; and following, 
He at a diſtance, well ſecur'd did ſtand, 
Having the lappet of the robe in's hand, 

And with extended voice, but humble ſpeech, 
Obeiſance made, he did the king beſcech, 
To view the ſkirt; an evidence, quoth he, 
Of innocence and loyalty in me; 
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For well thou may'ſt conclude, when I fo near 
Unto thee was unſeen, I could my ſpear 

As eaſily into thy fide have put, 

As from thy garment I the ſkirt did cut; 

But that thy life, O king, to me was dear, 

In that I did not hurt thee, doth appear. 


So well his righteous cauſe did David plead, 
Having none elſe for him to intercede, 
So did he manifeſt his innocence, 

So clear'd himſelf from all ſurmiz'd offence, 

So earneſtly upon the Lord did call, 

Judgment to give betwixt himſelf and Saul, 

That Saul obſerving, did confounded ſtand, 
Amaz'd to ſee his ſkirt in David's hand; 

The ſight of which, convinc'd him David could, 
At the ſame time have ſlain him, if he would, 
This ſatisfy'd him, that his life he ow'd 

To David's mercy, which from virtue flow'd ; 
The ſenſe whereof made him firſt weep, then cry, 
© Thou, my ſon David, art more juſt than I, 
For thou, for all the evil I have done 

To thee, haſt me rewarded well my ſon ; 
What man his foe, at ſuch advantage found, 

« Would ſpare! Thy goodneſs doth to me abound ; 
* Wherefore the Lord reward thee good, I pray, we 
For thy great kindneſs ſhewn to me this day,” 
Then adding, Now, behold by. this I know, 

© The Iſraelitiſh crown to thee ſhall go, 

And that the kingdom ſhall eſtabliſh'd be, 

On thee and thine, by heaven's juſt decree: 
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s Swear, therefore, ſaid he, to me by the Lord, 
That thou wilt mercy to my ſeed afford, 

© And not, for my offence, cut off the ſame, 

© But leave me in my father's houſe a name.“ 


Hi; title to the kingdom David knew, 
Better than Saul, and whence@that title grew; 
Ev'n from the ſacred oil, which on his head, 
The prophet had by God's appointment ſhed ; 
Wherefore, to humour Saul, he to him ſware; 
Which done, Saul ſtraitway homeward did repair; 
But David, who too well the king did know 
To truſt him, up unto the hold did go. 


CHAP, VI. 


THE prophet Sam'el now reſign'd his breath 
To God who gave it; to lament whoſe death, 
And with a due regard to ſolemnize, | 
In publick manner, his ſad obſequies, 

The Iſraelites with one conſent did hie 

Jo Ramah, where he liv'd and was to lie 3 

And that the king, who lov'd to ſeem devout, 
Would give attendance there, we need not doubt. 
This gave poor David ſome few days of eaſe, 
And from his fears did him a while releaſe. 


To Paran now, new quarters ſeeking, he 
Remov'd his little camp from En-gedi ; 
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From wilderneſs to wilderneſs, where Kill 
To get proviſions would require his ſkill, 


Here, wants increaſing, he to mind did call, 
That long before he fled the face of Saul, 
There liv'd a wealthy miſer on that coaſt, | 
Who of his great poſſeſiidns us'd to boaſt, 


Beſides a thouſand goats, three thouſand ſheep, 
His hinds in Carmel conſtantly did keep ; 
So great a flock muſt many hands employ, 
Many a luſty man and ſturdy boy, 
To keep, and ſhear the ſheep, and wind the wool, 
Nor would a little keep their bellies full; 
Great ſtore of victuals therefore muſt be dreſt, 
In ſuch an houſe, altho* there were no gueſt; 
And cuſtom had prevail'd to that degree, 
To every friend the 1 feaſt was free. 


This David well conſidering, and hearing 
That this rich neighbour had begun ſheep-ſhearing, 
Thought it a proper time for him to try, 

Whether hisgrealch was mixt with charity; 

He therefore choſe out ten young men, who were 
Of his retinue, them he bid repair 

To go to Nabal (for that was the name 

Of this rich man) and when to him they came, 
They, in their maſter's name, ſhould him ſalute, _ 
In fuch terms as his humour beſt might ſuit ; | 
With peace, ſaid he, to him, his houſe, and all 
Whate'er he doth poſſeſs, both great and ſmall, 
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When thus ye have addreſs'd him, tell him I, 
Who might command, entreat his courteſy ; 
Which to excite, put him in mind that we, 
From doing hurt to him, or his, are free; 

For proof of which, we boldly dare appeal 
To his own ſervants : may but he ſo deal 

With us, as we by them have dealt, while they 
Among us fed his flocks from day to day: 
Then cloſe your meſſage thus ; ſince we are come 
In a good day, give us, we pray thee, ſome 
Of thy proviſions, that thy ſervants may, 

To David thy beneficence convey. 


Thus David's ſervants, unto Carmel come, 
To Nabal ſpake. But he, with aſpect glum, 
And ſcornful tone, ſaid, Who is David! who, 
The fon of jeſſe! Many ſervants do 
Break now-a-days, each from his lord, that he 
Himſelf may from his due obedience free; 
And would you have me take my bread and meat, 
Proviſions for my gueſts and men to eat, 
And ſquander 'em to ſuch, I neither know, 
From whence. they come nor whither they may go. 


This ſurly anſwer did the men ſo ſcare, 
That they, like modeſt beggars as they were, 
Not preſſing further, to their lord return, 
And, with the ſtory, make his ſpirits burn; 
For he no ſooner heard with what deſpight, 
The brutiſh clown his juſt requeſt did ſlight, 
But, in a high reſentment of th” affront, 
Aud reſolution to take vengeance on't, 
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He to his ſoldiers forthwith gave the word, 

Arm, arm with ſpeed :? and girding on his ſword, 
Drew forth four hundred, which he thought enough, 
Leaving the reſt to guard the camp and ſtuff, 

And, with a ſtormy mind and martial heat, 

March'd on, beſtowing many a direful threat 

On Nabal now, who fingle muſt not fall, 

But he, and his own family withal. 


In vain, ſaid David, have I ſafely kept 
This fellow's flocks, while he ſecurely flept ; 
He might a civil anſwer ſure have ſent, 
If he to part with nothing was fo bent; 
I'll take ſuch veng'ance on th' ungrateful wretch, 
That others may from him example fetch. 


While thus enraged, David made ſuch haſte, 
Nabal to lay, and his whole houſe lay waſte, 
Propitious Providence, whoſe piercing eye . 
Sees all men's deeds, and tlioughts too, from on high, 
And with a ſecret, over-ruling arm, 

As well from doing, /as receiving, harm, 

Doth his preſerve; did now. contrive a way, | 

David from ſhedding guiltleſs blood to ſtay.  - - | 

Such means too oft, through ſtupid ignorance, 

Are weakly plac'd to accident or chance, 

By thoughtleſs men; though others clearly ors 

They are th' effects of a divine decree, _ 1 
Which oft thro? inſtruments are brought to paſs; -/ | 

4 this, whereof we now are . was. 
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For Nabal, though himſelf a foo! or mad. 
{As e'en his very name imports) , yet had 

A well-accompliſt'd wife, diſcreet and wiſe, 
Fair-ſpoken, full of virt'ous qualities, 

Who oft her huſband's rudeneſs did bewail, 

And ſeek to hide; her name was Abigail. 


To her a ſervant (who had ſeen and heard 
His maſter's foul behaviour, juſtly feard 
The dire effects oPt) haſt'ned to th' intent, 


That ſhe forewarn'd, the miſchief might prevent. 


Miſtreſs, ſaid he, David, to whom we know, 
The ſafety of ourſelves and flocks we owe, 
Who hath fo kind a neighbour been, that fince 
He came to live among us, a defence 
He hath been to us, both by night and day, 
Securing us from thieves, and beaſts of prey ; 
This-courteous prince hath to our maſter ſent 
Ambaſſadors, both with a compliment 
Of gratulation, and a ſmall requeſt, 

That he'd admit him, as an abſent gueſt, 
To be partaker,' in ſome fort, at leaſt, 
Of the abundance of his ſhearing feaſt. 


But oh! our maſter, who thou know'f too well, 
Is ſo ungovern'd, that if one but tell 
A civil meſſage to him, he will fall 
Foul on him like a fon of Belial;* 
So did he now at David's men let fly, 
A rude invective full of raillery, 


© 
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Againſt their maſter, and them back bath ſens. 
Empty of food, but full of diſcontent ; 
Conſider, therefore, miſtreſs, what to do, 
For quick diverting the impending blow ; 

For evil, if not ſtopt, is like to fall 

Upon our maſter, and, through. him, us all, 


Not without great ſurprize, we may ſuppoſe, 
Th' attentive dame did hear ſuch words as thoſe, 
Which ſhe had. reaſon to believe were true, 

For ſhe too well her huſband's temper knew); 
But being of a well-compoſed mind, 

To all men juſt, and to her huſband kind, 
She did not think it was a proper ſeaſon, 
With him, of his ill carr'age then to reaſon ; 
But haſten all ſhe could, to go and try, 

If ſhe the injur'd prince could paciſy. 


Her huſband, therefore, not conſulted, ſhe _ 

A preſent took of what might likely be 

To gain acceptance [ bread, wine, fleſh well-dreſt,” 
. Figs, raiſins, parched-corn] all of the beſt, 

In good proportion; which, on aſſes laid, 

She ſent before her, and for hatte ne' er ſaid 

Herſelf to deck; but in her common dreſs 

Sped after, bending to the wilderneſs? 


As down the hill ſhe rode, her watchful eye 
Did David, with his men deſcending, ſpy - 
From th' adverſe hill; at equal diſtance ſet, 

They in the interjacent valley met. 
G 2 
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Come near to David, from her aſs ſhe leapt, | 
And with ſubmiſſive look, firſt forward ſtept 


A pace or too ; then proftrate at his feet 
She fell, and modeſtly the prince did greet : 


On me, my lord, I, pray, on me let lie, 

© 'The puniſhment of this iniquity ; 

Let not my lord, this man of Belial heed, 

* Nabal, whoſe name and nature are agreed 

So well, that by his name is well expreſt, 

The folly which doth in his boſom reſt ; 

© Reſent it not : but let thine handmaid ſtand 

« *Twixt him and thee, ſubject to thy command; 
Vet give me leave, I pray, to ſpeak a word, 

A word in ſeaſon to my honour'd lord, 

Which ſhall be nothing but the truth, that ſo 
Thou may'ſt the right ſtate of the matter know; 
For, of a truth, my lord, I did not ſee, 

© The meſſengers that came to him from thee, 
Nor of the matter did one tittle hear, . 
Till they were gone; and then both ſhame and fear 
© Did ſpur me on, to haſten to my lord, 

© And bow my neck unto thy right*ous ſword : 
Strike, if thou pleaſe; yet give me leave to ſay, 
© The Lord wall thee avenge another way; 

« Stain not thine hand with blood, but to the Lord 
© Refer thy cauſe, who can, without thy ſword, . - 
© Revenge thy wrongs: may who ſeeks ill to thee, 
he in like caſe as Nabal ſoon will be.“ 
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Then humbly offering him the things ſhe e 
Her preſent to accept ſhe him beſought, | 
And raiſing her diſcourſe to higher things, 

(Such as concern'd the kingdom) home ſhe brings 
The matter to himſelf; and thus apply'd. 

The caſe to him, as if ſhe propheſy d. 

© Becauſe, my lord, thou doſt his battles fight, 
The Lord of Hoſts in thee doth take delight; 

© He'll make thee a ſure houſe wherein to dwell,. 
And ſet thee on the throne of Iſrael ; 

Thy head ſhall wear the Iſr*elitiſh crown, 

And thou ſhalt live and die in high renown.” 

Then giving Saul, ſome (not unweicome) blows, 
She thus to David her diſcourſe did cloſe: 

When thou haſt found the Lord deal well with thee, . 
Remember that it was foretold by me.” 


This ſaid, ſhe ſtopt: but not before the Lord, 
Had David quite diſarm'd (not of his ſword, 
But) of his anger, and that hot diſpleaſure, 
Which in his breaſt had boil'd beyond due meaſure; 
He now is chang'd, his heat is now allay'd, 
And, looking on fair Abigail, he ſaid, 


FBleſt be the God of Iſr'el, who this day, 
* Sent thee to me and ſtop me on the way; 
«- Bleſſed by thy advice, and bleſſed be 
Thou too ſor giving it; whereby thou me 
*- Prevented haſt from ſhedding blood, which T. 
To do, n thou not come, was very aigh 1 


8 
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I did the injury too high reſent, 

And to revenge as high, was fully bent; 

© But now from thoughts of violence I ceaſe, 
And gladly ſend thee back again in peace. 
Return, fair dame, return; for I rejoice, 
That I have heard and heark'ned to thy voice z 

* Thy virtues, good impreſſions in me leave, 
And I thy preſent gratefully receive; 

* Thy wiſe behaviour hath atonement made, 
Por the offence thy huſband's rudeneſs laid.“ 
Then parting, he unto his camp retir'd, 

She to her houſe; he, her; ſhe him, admir'd, 


CHAP. VIE 


* 


WHEN Abigail returned home, ſhe found 
Nabal kept open houſe, all things abound, 
Ev'n to profuſion; ſuch a laviſh feaſt, 
As might have entertain'd a royal gueſt; 
The wine ſo freely flow'd, and he the cup 
So often took, ſo often turn'd it up, 
"That he, who was the maſter of the feaſt, 
Had now transform'd himſelf from man to beaſt ; 
In high exceſs he ſpent the jovial day, 
And ſtupid now in drink, he ſnoring lay. 


; This was no time to ſpeak to him; bat when, 
Next morn, his little ſenſe return'd again, 
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She, in due order, did to him relate, | 
The danger he had ſcap'd; how near his gate 
David's vindictive ſword had been; how he, 

And all his houſe were near a maſſacre; 

How inſtant danger o'er them all had hung, 

The cauſe, his rudeneſs and abuſive tongue. 


This he no ſooner heard, but ſtraight the thought, 
Of danger he upon himſelf had brought, 
(Though now he knew *twas over) ſtruck a dart, 
Into his mean and too unmanly heart; 
His ſpirits ſunk, and in ſome ten days time, 
Smote by the Lord, his life went for. his crime. 


So great a man, ſo ſtrange a death, ſo near 
To David's camp, muſt quickly reach his ear ; 
Which, when he heard, he bleſt the Lord that he, 
Had both from ſelf-avenging kept him free, 
And alſo had, by an immediate ſtroke, 
Aveng'd his cauſe, and Nabal's heart had brolce. 


Then recollecting what a goodly dame, 
(With beauty, wiſdom, virtue, youtd; and fame, 
Adorn'd) Abigail to him appear'd, god 
When, to divert the ſtorm ſhe july fear'd, 

She as a ſuppliant, the other day, 3 3A 
Although with tears bedew'd, before him lay; 7 
Love kindled in his heart a noble flame, 
With honour to eſpouſe the lovely dame; 
To her he, therefore, quickly did diſpatch, - 

| eee to treat an happy match ' | aud 
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Between them; let her know, how chaſte a flame 
Poſſeſt his breaſt, and court her in his name, 
Conduct her ſafe, that ſhe might be his wife, 
Partaker of his fortunes-during life. 


The meſſage told ; wiſe Abigail, who knew 
How great, how good, how wiſe, how juſt, how true, 
Prince David was, -how pious and how dear 
To God,. and alſo to the crown how near; 
Did not take ſtate upon her, nor require 
Time to conſider, and be courted higher; 
But, by an humble phraſe, expreſt conſent, 
And mounting, well attended, with them went: 
Jo David, who with joy did her receive, 

And each, in heart, did to the other cleave. . 


About this time too, or not long before, 
David, who long had been afflicted ſore, 
For loſs of Michal, and now hopeleſs grown, 
That he ſhould e'er enjoy her as his on, 
Marry'd Ahinoam, a goodly dame, 
Of Jezreel, Who out of Judah came, 
So that he now was doubly wiv'd,. and might 
In their ſweet converſation take delight. 


At once was David of the two poſſeſs'd, 
With father's joy, and brother's beauty bleſs'd;. 
The firſt by Abigail was ſignifi'd, 

The latter nam'd his Jezreelitiſh bride. _ 
This made him Michal's abſence better bear, 
Supply'd by two, ſo virtuous and ſo fair; 
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For ſhe, her cruel father, more to vex 

Poor David, and his ſtate the more perplex, 
Had to another given; and did conſtrain 
Th? unwilling dame her nuptial bed to ftain,  - 
O impious man! who gave her for a ſnare 
To David, as he ſtuck not to declare,“ 
Which ſhe not proving, in revengeful rage, 
He to another did her ſoon engage. 


CHAP. VIII. 


A TIME of reſpite David had enjoy d 
While Samu'Ps funeral the king employ'd, 
A time of joy, wherein he might at leiſure, 
Refreſh himſelf with undiſturbed pleaſure ; 
But now his troubles haſten on again, 

And he muſt now repeat his former pain; 
He now for ſelf-defence had need prepare, 
Leſt Saul be on him ere he be aware. 


For Saul to Gibeah was no ſooner come, 
But the falſe Ziphites thither to him run, 
Inform him, David doth near them reſide, | 
And in their woods, himſelf and men doth kide > 
Offer their ſervice, urge the forward king 
To come, and wile! bin n enoogh to wag, 


an 
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This invitation, added to the fire 
In Saul's own breaft, kindled fo ſtrong deſire 
Of taking David, that he forthwith roſe 
From Gib'ah, and in queſt of David goes; 
Leading three thouſand with him, men well try'd, 
Valiant and ſtrong, in whom he could confide ; | 
Theſe he into the woods of Ziph did draw, 
And pitched in the hill of Hachilah. 
David, mean- while, informed by his ſcouts, 
That Saul lay camped ſomewhere thereabouts, 
In th' ev'ning ventur'd from his hold to try, 
Saul's ſtrength and diſpoſition to deſcry. 


Come to the camp, he ſaw where Saul did lie 
Within the trench, his ſpear juſt ticking by 
His bolſter, and a cruſe of water near, 

His thirſt to quench, and ſpirits alſo cheer, | 
This ſeeing, unobſerv'd ſtraight back he goes, 
Fetches Abiſhai, unto whom he ſhows _ 
Saul, Abner, all the ſoldiers faſt aſleep, ,,.. 
No ſentinel awake, the watch to keep. 100 


Fain would Abiſhai give the fatal ſtroke, 
To free his maſter from the tyrant's yoke, 
And much he preſs'd, and hard he begg'd for leave, 
To ftrike a blow might Saul of life bereave. 


But noble David, in whoſe gen' rous breaft, 
Loyal and pious principles did reſt, 0} 
Flatly forbade it; ſaying, God forbid, 

« That I ſhould fo myſelf from trouble rid; 
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The Lord forbid that I mine hand ſhould ſtretch 
Againſt the Lord's Anointed. Such a wretch 
May I ne'er be! I'll leave him to the Lord, 
Who works by various ways beſides the ſword ; 
But take,“ ſaid he, his water-pot and ſpear, 

By which my innocency may appear.“ 


« 


- 


- 


* 


* 


. 


This, undiſcover'd, done, they both withdrew, 
And from a diſtant eminence in view, 

To Abner, David loud direQs his call, 

The gallant Abner, Saul's brave general: : 
Alarm'd he ſtarts, and cries, whoſe tongue doth ring 
So ſhrill ? ſpeak ſoftly, leſt thou wake the king. \ 


Ah! art not thou a valiant man? but where, 
Said David, is thy vigilance and care, 
For there came one unto the king's bed-fide, 
Whom none of all your ſentinels deſcry'd, 
By whom the king might have been ſlain, had I 
Not interpos'd. Who now deſerves to die ? 
And that the truth thereof may plain appear, 
See here his cruſe of water and his ſpear,  - 


By this time Saul, awaking with the noiſe, 
And ſtartling at the ſound of David's voice, 
Cry'd, © Is it thou, my ſon? Yes, yes, it is, 
Said David; wherein have 1 done amis? 
Since I to thee, O king, am always true« 
Why! O why chus, doſt thou my life purſue ? 
If thou thus hunt'ſt me by the Lord's command, 
May he accept an off ”ring at my hand; 
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But if this miſchief, by the ſons of men, 

Be rais'd againſt me with deſign, O then, 
Accurſed of the Lord be they, who ſtrive 
Me from the inheritance of God to drive, 

As if they ſaid, to other gods be gone, 

Yet I reſolve to ſerve the Lord alor>, 

And therefore truſt in his ſupport through all, 
That to the earth my blood may never fall. 
How mean a thing it is, that Iſr'el's king, 
An armed hoſt into the field ſhould bring, 

To ſeek a flea! Are men of wiſdom wont, 
With armies after partridges to-hunt ! 

No greater I than theſe may counted be, 

If I, great prince, compared am to thee, 


Not more did David's rhetorick prevail 
On Saul, than that which never us'd to fail 
With him, and ſuch as he, the fight of 's ſpear 
- In David's hand; whereby he knew how near 
David to him had been, whilſt faſt aſleep, 
He lay at David's mercy (none to keep 
The ſtroke off from him) who might with one iow, 
Have ſent his foul down to the ſhades below ; 
Yet did not hurt him. This the better part 
Of Saul's ill nature reach'd, and in his heart 
Kindled a ſpark of gratitude, from whencde 
Sprang an acknowledgment of his offence ; 
Frankly, as once before, in like diſtreſs, ' 
His error, folly, fin, he doth confeſs. 
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Son David, I have greatly ſinn'd, ſaid he, 
I beg thy pardon, pray return to me; 
Full well I know, that I have play'd the fool, 
And broke the precepts taught in virtue's ſchool ; 
But never more will I againſt thee riſe, 
Becauſe my life was precious in thine eyes. 


The Lord, ſaid David, once again had pit 
Thee in my pow'r; I eas'ly might have cut 
Thy thread aſunder, God fo deal with me, 
As J have faichful been and kind to o thee. 


When David ceas d, Saul did his bleſſing giv e, 


Wiſhing he in proſperity might live; 
Then parting, Saul returned to his place, 
And David to his camp directs his pace, 


End of the-Second Book. 
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DAVIDEIS. 


BOOK III. 


CHAPTER I. 


ON G had the Hebrew common - wealth been torn 
By civil jars, ſince firſt the ſacring horn 

On David's head, from rev'rend Samuels hand, 
Had empty'd been by God's expreſs command: 
While the tall ſon of Kiſh, with armed force 
Begirt (the flow'r of Iſrael's foot and borſe) 
Left nothing unattempted to bring down 
The ſon of Jeſs, the rival of his crown; 
The princely youth, by envy doom'd to fall, 
Becauſe his virtues far exceeded Saul : 
Who can recount the jeopardies, which he 
Was daily in, while he was fain to flee 


From cave to rock, from one hold to another, 
And ſafety for his aged fire and mother 3 


In Moab ſeek ; himſelf enforc'd to fly 
To Achifti, Iſrael's utter enemy! 
ks 


| 
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Who the great Philiſtine ſo lately ſlew, 

Fs glad now to a Philiſtine to ſue 

For ſhelter ; driven by domeſtick foes, 

To beg from foreign enemies repoſe ; 

Adullam, Mizpeh, Hareth, Keilah, Ziph, 
En-gedi, Paren, and the craggy cliff 

Of Hachilah, the rocks where wild goats breed, 
Witneſs the hardſhips borne by J eſſe's ſeed, 


A ſabbath now of years was fully run, 
Since David's cauſeleſs troubles firſt begun, 
When the Almighty, having throughly prov'd, 
The faith and love of him he throughly lov'd, 
Said, © *Tis enough.“ And with that word decreed, 
The means whereby his David ſhould be freed, 


The Philiſtines again invade the land, 
The tall but trembling king is at a ſtand; 
From God departed, he of God is left, 
Of counſel and of courage both bereft ; 
What courſe, in this ſo great a ſtrait, to ſteer, 
He wilt not, *twixt neceſſity and fear; 
The prophet, from whoſe heaven-inſpired breaſt, 
Counſel did uſe to flow, was gone to reit ; | 
God, nor by urim did in that extreme, 
Vouchſafe to give an anſwer, nor by dream, 
Though ſought unto. In vain doth man expect. 
Deliv'rance by the hand he doth reject. 


Deſerted thus of God, the faithleſs king 
Himſelf upon th' infernal pow'rs doth fling ; 
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Conſults a witch, and her imploys to raiſe 

The prophet Samuel, who many days 

Had with his fathers ſlept. O blinded wretch ! 
To think a filly witch had pow?r to fetch 

A ſacred prophet from his peaceful reſt; 
Or devils, after death, could ſaints moleſt. 


vet, by the apparition which ſhe brought, 
Was Saul of. his approaching ruin taught, 
And found it true. The Philiſtines prevail'd, 
The ſtrength of Iſr'el with their courage faid;; - | 
Numbers were ſlain, the.reſt with terror fled, 
And Saul's three ſons were found among the dead; 
He ſorely. wounded,. and. in blood imbru'd, 
By chariots and by horſemen cloſe purſu'd, 
Bids his own ſquire, leſt he ſhould be abus d, 
Diſpatch-him.quite ; but he, thro' fear, refus'd;: 
Deſpair then prompting, on his ſword he fell, 
Who durſt againſt the King of kings rebel. | 


Such was the-end of: difobedient Saul, 
Whom God the firſt to Iſrael's crown did call ;; 
For not performing God's expreſs command, 
Periſh he muſt, and that by his own hand; _ 
He that ſpar'd Agag, doom'd by God to death, 
With his own hand lets out his vital breath. 5 
Monarchs, beware; let this great monarch's fall, 
For ever be a warning to-you alla. _ 
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CHAP. II. 


WHILE, this ſo great diſcomſiture befell, 
For their king's ſake, the hoſt of Iſrael; 
While ſtreams of reeking blood did float the plain, 
And Gilboa was loaded with the ſtain, 
The all- commanding Providence took care, 
That his anointed prince ſhould not be there, 
And, by an extraordinary way, 
Kept him from danger and from guilt that day. 


The great diſpoſer of all human things, 
Who, at his pleafure, makes and unmakes kings, 
Who hath the hearts of princes in his hand, 

. And can our foes. to be our friends command, 
le had the heart of Gath's fierce * _ 
To be to David in affliction kind. 

Achiſh did Ziklag unto David give, 

Where he with his retinue ſafe might live; 
Heap'd favours on him, promis'd great unde 
No leſs than to be captain of his guards; 

But he muſt to the battle with him go, 

And help to give his king an overthrow. 


How great a ſtrait mult David now be inn 2 
Having no other choice, than death or ſin! 2 
Death, if he ſhould refuſe to fight ; and ſin, 
In fighting Iſr'el for the Philiſtin. E's. 
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Thus ſorely exereis d, it may be gueſt, 
Such thoughts as theſe might fill his troubled breaſt. 


How can I draw my ſword againſt my king, 
And not upon my ſelf the odium bring 
Of foul rebellion! I, who never durſt 
Attempt his life, although he ſought mine firſt * 
I dare not, knowing him by God appointed, 
Stretch forth mine hand againſt the Lord's anointed. 


I well recall, how I within was ſmote, 
When I but cut the ſkirt from off. his coat; 
What may LI then expect, but wrath divine, 
If he ſhould fall by any ſtroke of mine! 


But ſay, the king were ſafe: yet how can Iz. 
Whoſe ſword hath troops of Philiſtines made fly, 
Who purchas'd Michal with the parted ſkins 
Of four times fifty ſlaughter'd Philiſtines ? 

I, who the daring'ſt champion of their crew, 

They looking on, in ſingle combat ſſe ,, 

And, God aſſiſting, with a ſingle fling, | 

Deliv'rance did unto my-country bring; 

Shall I now for the Philiſtines go fight, 

And draw my ſword againſt an I{r'elite! 

Shall I. aſſiſt God's heritage to bring 

In thraldom to th? uncircumciſed IO > Lak 

Shall I upon myſelf incur the guilt, - gal 

Of all the blood which may that day be ſpilt Led 

In Iſrael! The Lord forbid that 1 1 K 
Should ever yield to ſuch a villany, 
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But yet, if I refuſe my men to lead, 
With Achiſh to the field, and cannot plead 
A fair excuſe; what can I think but he 
Will thenceforth treat me as his enemy 
What can I then expect for me and mine, 
But preſent death! or that he will confine 
Myſelf and men in priſon cloſe, until 
He may our blood with ling' ring torments ſpill. 


Shall I, this miſchief to prevent, comply 
With his commands, at leaſt-wiſe ſeemingly ?. 
Shall I unto-my preſent fortune yield, 

And briſkly draw my forces to the field; 

Shall I with Achiſh to the battle go, 

As if L were to Iſrael a foe; 

Then, when the battle's joined, wneel about, 

And help to give the Philiſtines a rout ? 

No! that were baſe; and I had rather die, 

Than ſtain mine honour with ſuch treachery! 

Rxil'd from mine own land, I hither fled ; 

To ſeek a ſhelter for my hunted head; 

I. found a kind reception with this prince, 

And in his fayour I have ſtood e' er ſince ;; 

To me his bounty, hath extended been, . 

Nao leſs than if I were a Philiſtine; 

In me he doth repoſe a ſpecial truſt, . 

And God forbid I ſhould be leſs than juſt; 

Ungrateful to a proverb 1 ſhould be, 

Should 1: betray him to his enemy; | 

Death rather chooſe! than ſuch an infamy, , 
On David, on an Iſraelite, ſhould lie. 
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While David thus did many thoughts revolve, 
Not knowing what with ſafety to refolve, 
Save 1n the rear, with Achiſh on to go, 
And wait on God for counſel what to do; 
The God of David his deliv'rance wrought, 
And fairly him from this dilemma brought, 

The princes of the Philiſtines, to whom 
Their king's new favourite was now become 
An eye- ſore; not well pleas'd before to ſve, 
Court-favours heap*d upon a refugee; 
And now obſerving, that their eafy king, 
Not only David and his men did bring 
To battle, but had rang'd them by his ſide, 
As if in them he chiefly did confide; 
Their emulation could no longer hide, f 
But with a diſcontented murmur, cry d, 
What do theſe Hebrews here! The king would is 
'Their diſcontents allay, but try'd in vain ; Wan 
The more he David's courage, conduct, prais'd, 
The more againſt them he their choler raiv'd ; TR 
Their wrath brake forth, «© This fellow make, ſaid they, 
Return unto his place, leſt he betray 
« Us in the heat of fight, and by that wile, 
Himſelf unto his maſter reconcile ; 
For, by what means can he procure his peace 
With Saul fo well, as by the heads of theſe? 
Command him, therefore, back; for, ſurely, know- 
He ſhall not with us to the battle go.” 
They ſtoutly urge. The king is fain to yield, 
And David forthwith is difmils'd the field. 


* 


* 


o 
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Thus God, when he his ſaints hath throughly try's, 
Can ways unthought for their eſcape provide. 


CHAP. III. 


JOY now abounding in his thankful heart, 
Jeſſe's fair ſon doth from the eamp depart, 
And towards, Ziklag, with a nimble pace 
Marches, his loyal conſorts to embrace; 
hh But ere the ſun thrice ſet, his joy was check'd, 
b By a diſaſter he did leaſt expect. ES. 


3» 


1 Approaching near the place where ſtood the town, 

. To his ſurprize he found it levell'd down, 

in Burnt to the ground, and in its aſhes laid, 

| And all that was therein away convey'd ; } 
No living foul was left that might inform. N 
Who were the authors of this diſmal ſtorm. | 


Who can conceive the horror that poſieſs'd, _ 
On that afflicting fight, poor David's breaſt ! ' 
Amaz'd he ſtood, like one that's ſtruck with thunder, - 
Fill'd with aſtoniſhment and ſilent wonder; 3 
His blood retiring to his trembling heart, 
| Left a cold ſweat upon each outward part; 
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Grief forc'd a vent at laſt, and out did pour. 


Through his fainting eyes, an eaſing ſhow'r z > | 


Tears flow'd amain ; he wept until the ſtore, 
Of tears was ſpent, and he could weep no more, 


When ſighs did paſſage to his grief afford, 
And ſpeech was to his falt'ring tongue reſtor d, 
He more obdurate muſt have been than ftone, 
Whoſe heart had not been tend'red with his moan; 
The loſs of Ziklag ſomething was, much more 
That of the people with their wealthy tore; _ 
But with the deepeſt groans he did bewail, 


His loſt Ahinoam and Abigail; : ci $ Lbs | 


His ſorrows to complete, his little hoſt, Ge 
For there was no man but had ſomething loſt, 

Were on the point to mutiny, and fall | Ty 
With ſtones upon their guiltleſs general. | 


His reaſon now did to return begin, «148 

Out of that ſtupor grief had plung'd it in 
And calling back with nimble diligence, 5 

His ſpirits and his intellect'al ſenſe, 

His piety did firſt itſelf exert, 

Sure token of a right religious heart. 


Fear „ bane of noble aftions, 3 


And in 50 Lord his God freſh courage takes, «5 y FEW 


His blood enkindles, and his ſpirits bol, 
With ſtrong deſire to regain the ſpoil, _ 
The living ſpoil, if life did yet remain, 
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His flaming eye ſparkles an angry threat, 
And juſt revenge his active pulſes beat. 


Yet would he not on-this adventure move, 
Till he had try'd, how God would it approve, 


How happy ſhould we be! How would ſucceſs 
Crown all our actions! how would heav'n bleſs 
Our eſſays, if in all we undertake, 

We firſt the Lord our counſellor would make. 


The prieſt is called ; the ſacred ephod brought; 
God's counſel, in his own direction fought ; 
The anſwer is propitious. Out he went, 
With his fix hundred men; two hundred ſpent 
With their hard march, were by the reſt forſook, 
Not able to get over Beſor-brook, 


Not far had David with the reſt advanc'd, | 
When an Egyptian in the field they chanc'd 
To find, who being fick, and hunger pin'd, 


Was by thoſe ſacking rovers left behind; 


Him they refreſhed with long- wanted food, 

And by him, when recover'd, underftood, 

'That their old enemy, th* Amalekite, | 

It was had done them this ſo great deſpite ; 

By him too, oath of ſafety firft be*ng giv'n, 
(Oaths then were lawful, by the God of heav'n)/ 
Was David guided to the place where they, 
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Of Ziklag's dainties they a feaſt had made, 

And with their plunder drove a merry trade; 

From eating, they to dancing fell and drinking, 
How ſoon they muſt the reck'ning pay, not thinking; 
When on a ſudden, David in doth pour 

His men upon taem, like a thunder-ſhow'r, 


Could you obſerve, in what a furious way, 
A lion leaps upon his trembling prey ; 
So on the Amalekites the Hebrews flew, 
Than lions fiercer, having in their view 
Their captiv'd wives and children, and the fire, 
Of ſmoking Ziklag to inflame their ire, 


The laughter till the next day's ev'ning held, 
The earth with ſlain was cover'd, rivers ſwell'd 
With blood of Amalek that thither ran, 

For of them all eſcaped not a man, 
Except four b»ndred who, perhaps, by night, 
On camels mounted, ſav'd themſelves by flight, 


During the time this bloody work did laſt, 
The captive dames, with hands and eyes up- caſt, 
Implor'd the God of Iſrael to bleſs, . =, 
The arms of their deliv'rers with ſucceſs; 
But when deſtroy'd they ſaw their enemies 
Their thankful joy brake through their ſparkling eyes; | 
And, as Andromeda, when from her chain * 
Releas'd, ſhe ſaw the frightful monſter lain, n, 
So look d Ahinoam, ſo Abigail, | OH >. Oh. 7 
When they their deareſt David ſaw prevail, +. © * 
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The flaughter over, and the field now clear'd, 
So that no living enemy appear'd, 
The victors and their new redeemed dames, 
(Thoſe love, theſe love and gratitude inflames) 
Together run with nimble-footed paces, 
And claſp each other in moſt ſweet embraces. 
When they had paid the debt long due to love, 
The Hebrew captain did from thence remove, 
And toward Ziklag took again his way, 
With his recover'd ſpoil, and with the prey 
Of Amalek. To Beſor-brook they bend, 
Where his recruited men did him attend; 
To them, as to the reſt, he doth divide, 
Their ſhare o' th' booty, and to Ziklag hy'd; 
From whence he, of the ſpoil, unto his friends, 


In all the coaſts about, rich preſents ſends, 


de, lhe © 


TWO days in Ziklag now had David ſtay'd, 
To view the ruins which the fire had made; 
But moſt his thoughts on Iſrael's camp did run, 


And fear'd the worſt, not knowing what was done; 


When on the third, lo, one with running ſpent, 
Earth on his head, and all his garments rent, 


Came from the camp, and falling at his feet, 


Didgvith good news, as he ſuppos'd, him greet. 
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He told, how Iſrael from the battle fled, 
That of the ſoldiers multitudes were dead; 
That Saul, and Jonathan his fon, were lain ; 

At thoſe great names, David could not refrain, 
But forthwith aſk'd him, by what means he knew 
What he reported of Saul's death was true. 

He, hoping ſome advantage would accrue, 
Confeſs'd his prince, at his requeſt, he ſlew, 

And to confirm the truth of what he ſaid, 

Saul's crown and brac'let at his feet he laid. 


As one that ſtooping ſomething up to take, 
Claps his unwary hand upon a ſnake, 
Doth with a ſudden fright, firſt backward ſtart, 
His ſcared blood retiring to his heart, 
Then art a farther diſtance, trembling ſtands, 
With fainting countenance and palſied hands; 
So ſtartled David at th* unlook'd for ſight, 
Of that which ſome would gaze on with delight, 
Th' imperial crown; by which he ſurely knew, 
That what the fellow told him was too true, 
Grief ſeiz'd his ſpirit ; he with garments torn, 
Together with his men, for Saul did mourn ; 
For Saul he mourn'd, tho' Saul to him had been, 
A fiercer foe than any Philiſtine > 
For Saul he mourn'd, tho” Saul his life had ſought, 
And him into extremeſt dangers brought ; 
For Saul he mourn'd, tho' by the death of Saul, 
He knew the kingdom unto him would fall. 
Thus gen'rous minds, e'en with their enemies, 
In adverſe fortunes can't but ſympathize, 
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For Jonathan, as for an only brother, 
Or as a virgin for her conſtant lover, 
So mourned he; for 'twixt them two had paſt, 
A friendſhip that beyond the grave muſt laſt ; 
Immortal friendſhip | Never two were twin'd 
More cloſe ;_they had two bodies, but one mind. 
Patroclus to Achilles was leſs dear; 
Hylas to Hercules not half fo near; 
Not Pylades did more Oreftes love ; 
Nor Damon to his Pythias truer prove; 
To Pirithous more cloſe not Theſeus 
Did cleave; nor Nyſus to Euryalus ; 
Than did to David princely Jonathan, 
From the bleſt day their friendſhip firſt began ; 
Their ſouls were ſo commix'd, that none could tell, 
Which lov'd moſt truly, either lov'd fo well ; 
Jonathan's love to David ſtrongly ran, 
And David's flow'd as ſtrong to Jonathan: 
So that e'en yet, we in a proverb have it, 
[Strong as the loves of Jonathan and David} 
Twas for his friend, for ſuch a friend as man 
Scarce had before; twas for his Jonathan 
That David mourn'd ; and who enough could moan, 
The death, untimely death, of ſuch an one, 


But, from particulars, his grief did call, 
To mourning for the tribes in general ; 
The houſe of Iſrael was wounded deep, 
What Iſra'lite could hear it, and not weep ! 
Not weep a flood ! the people of the Lord, 
Are fallen by th' uncircumciſed's ſword ; 
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This, to his ſorrow, ſet the flood-gates ope, 
And to his melting grief gave boundleſs ſcope. 


Nor would his ſingle ſorrow ſerve the turn, 
But all his men together with him mourn; 
Saul's death and Jonathan's he did not fail, 

In moſt pathetick language, to bewail ; 
But, ſure, the ſtifling grief that fill'd his breaſt 
For Iſr'el, could not be in words expreſt. 


When ſorrow now its force had ſomewhat ſpent, 
And flowing tears to grief had given vent, 
The meſſenger, who did the tidings bring, 
Having confeſt that he did kill the king, 
Was, ſelf· convicted, unto death appointed, 
And kill'd, for having ſlain the Lord's anointed. 
That juſtice done, David from Ziklag roſe, 
By God's direction, and to Hebron goes, 


CHAP. X. 


HAIL.! noble hero, favourite of heaven, 
To whom a royal diadem is given! 
Welcome to Hebron ! Lo, thy people bring 
Their preſents to their new-elected king. 


9 * 


No ſooner was it known, that Jeſſe's ſon 
Had Ziklag left, and was to Hebron gone, 
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But Judah's nobles thither did reſort, 

And, with a ſplendid train, did fill his court ; 
Judah, the tribe to which he did belong ; 
Judah, the tribe of all the tribes moſt ſtrong, 


The men of Judah, as with one conſent, 
From all their cities unto Hebron went, 
They went with hearts full of affection fraight, 
Nis ſafe arrival to congratulate; 
No ſooner met, but David they inſtall, 
King over Judah in the room of Saul, 
The ſacred oil they on his temples ſhed, 
And ſet the imperial crown upon his head; 
The court they make, and all the tity ring, 
Wich joyful acclamations to their king. 


Scarce were the coronation triumphs o'er,. 
Scarce the new king his diadem had wore, 
When he again muſt draw his late ſheath'd ſword : 
« Short are the joys external things afford.“ 


A ſon of Saul's ſurviv'd his father's death, 
Twice twenty years of age, nam'd Iſh-boſheth,. 
Him Abner did to Mahanaim bring, 

And, o'er the houſe of Iſr'el, made him king. 


Thus Iſrael and Judah were divided, 
Whilſt either party with their own king ſided z 
Hence civil wars between the tribes aroſe, 
And former friends degen'rate into foes 3 
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They that were link'd by nature and by grace, 
Each other now in hoſtile manner chaſe, 

The ſword devoureth. kin on. either fide, 

And Hebrews' hands in Hebrews blood are dy'd; 


When long theſe hateful civil wars had laſted,. 
And Iſr'el's ſtrength was thereby greatly waſted, 
(For weaker grew the houſe of Saul, the longer 
The war endur'd, and David's houſe grew ſtronger) 
Then awful Providence, by means unthought,, 

The war and faction to a period brought. 


To Rizpah, who had been Sauls concubine, 
*Twas thought that Abner did too much incline; 
This Iſh-boſheth reſenting with diſdain, 

Charg'd Abner that with Rizpah he had lain; 
High-ſtomach'd: Abner, who could nothing brook 
That touch'd his honour, ſuch diſpleaſure took. 
At this reproach, that he reſolv'd to bring 

All Iſrael, aver. unto Judah's king; 

Nor would he in a covert manner go- 

To work, but boldly told his maſter fo. | 
Forthwith to David meſſengers he ſent, 4 
To make his peace, and then in perſon went 

To Hebron; after he had firſt inclin d. 

The Iſr'elitiſn princes to his mind, 


Him David graciouſly receiv'd, and made 
A royal entertainment while he ſtaid; 1797 
And then in peace diſmiſs?d him, to effect 
Ihe grand affair which Abner did project. 
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Not far from Hebron yet was Abner gone, 
When Joab ent'red (David's ſiſter's ſon) 
Who on ſome military enterprize, 

Had abſent been againſt the enemies, 
With David's men of war (for, over all 
His uncle's forces he was general) 

And, having giv'n his enemy the foil, 
Was juſt returned laden with the ſpoil, 


When Joab heard that Abner had been there, 
Receiv'd and ſent away again with care, 
His paſſion roſe ſo high, it made him fling 
Undutiful reflections on his king. 
Zeal he pretended ſor his prince's ſtate, 
But underneath did lurk revenge and hate; 
For, *twas not long before, at Gibeon fight, 
That Abner and his men be'ng put to flight, 
Aſael, joab's brother, him ſo hard 
Purſu'd, that Abner ſtanding on his guard, 
In's own defence, and fore againſt his will, 
To ſave himſelf was forc'd the youth to kill; 
His brother's blood, in Joab's eye till reeks, 
And he a ſeaſon to revenge it ſeeks, 


He after Abner ſends, in David's name, 
(Unknown to David) to return. —He came; 
Deceitful Joab received him at the gate 
With feigned kindneſs, hiding inward hate, 
As if he had ſome ſecrto impart, 

Tovk him aſide, and ſtabb'd him to che heart, 


— 
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Thus fell the valiant Abner: thus did die 
A brave commander through baſe treachery ; 
Thus princely Joab did his honour ſtain, 
With Abner's noble blood, ignobly ſlain. 


When unto David's ear the news was brought 
Of the foul murder by his nephew wrought, 
It pierc'd his royal heart ; apt words he lack'd, 
To ſpeak his juſt abhorrence of the fact; 
Yet in unſtrained terms himſelf he free'd, 
From being conſcious of ſo foul a deed. 


I and my kingdom guiltleſs are, he ſaid, 
Of Abner's blood; on Joab be it laid, 
And may it on his houſe for ever reſt, 
May ſword or famine him and his infeſt ; 

* May his poſterity be never free, 
From leprous ulcer or infirmity. 


Then for the funeral he order gave, 
And wept a ſhow'r of tears on Abner's graye ; 
Joab to rend his clothes he did command, 
And, at the grave, begirt with ſackcloth tand; 
After the bier himielf in mourning went, 
And in an elegy his grief did vent; 
The people join their tears, o'er Abner weep, 
And, for his death, a ſolemn mourning keep. 
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TOO late did Iſh-boſheth his error find, 
In having alienated Abner's mind 
From his affairs; too late did he repent 
His haſty raſhneſs, when he ſaw the event, 


*Twas not without good cauſe, that nature ſet 
A double guard before the tongue; and yet 
That nimble member, it's too often found, 

Nor lips, nor teeth can keep within its bounds, 
But out it breaks; a few unwary words, 

More miſchief do than twice as many ſwords. 
Saul's inconſid'rate ſon, tis like, ne'er thought 
His taunt would ſuch a dire effect have wrought ; 
But martial ſpirits no. affront can brook, 

That on their honour like a ſtain doth look; 
And, therefore, even kings themſelves had need, 
How they their ſubjects diſoblige, take heed, 


When fame had ſounded Abner's haſty death 
Into the ears of drooping Iſh-boſheth, 
A trembling ſeiz'd him, and his ſpirits fail, 
His hands grew feeble, and his face grew pale; 
And he, though yet no danger did appear, 
Himſelf abandon'd to unmanly fear ; 
This abje& mind made ſome neglect him more, 
Who did not over-value him before, 
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Two ſons of Rimmon, the Be erothite, 

The off-ſpring of the wily Gibeonite, 

Were under Iſh boſheth in ſome command, 
Each was, perhaps, the captain of a band ; 
Theſe, by ſome means, intelligence had got, 
That Iſrael's princes a revolt did plot, 

And hoping to advance their fortunes higher, 
For David did againſt their Lord conſpire. 


Their prince into his chamber had retir'd, 
As there, at noon, the ſultry clime requir'd, 
And being both with heat and grief oppreſt, 
Had thrown himſelf upon his bed to reſt ; 
The reſolute aſſaſſins thither came, 
One Baanah ſtyl'd, Rechab the other's name; 
Poor Iſh- boſheth aſleep ſupinely lay, 
Him on his bed, the traitors baſely ſlay; 
Then, from his bleeding corpſe his head they take, 
And, thro' the plain, with ſpeed for Hebron make. 


Arriv'd, to David forthwith they addreſs, 
And in ſuch terms as theſe themſelves expreſs: 
* Beho!d, great prince, the head of Iſh-boſheth, 
The ſon of Saul, thy foe who ſought thy death ;? 
And, inſtantly, the mangled head they ſhew'd, 
A ghaſtly ſight, in purple gore imbru'd ! 
The ſight ſtruck horror in the ſtanders- by, 
But indignation flam'd in David's eye; 
He paus'd ; then with a tone that made them quake, 
To this effect he to the traitors ſpake : 
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As the Lord lives, who hath my ſoul,” ſaid he, 
© Redeemed out of all adverſity, 
© When one to Ziklag came, and tidings brought 
© That Saul was dead” (who, for his tidings, thought 
He at my hand, a good reward ſhould gain) 
© I caus'd him to be ſeized on, and lain; 
How much more then, when wicked men have ſhed 


A righteous perſon's blood upon his bed, 


© In his own houſe : ſhall I not now require 
Of you his blood, and make your death your hire? ? 


This ſaid, at his command his ready guard, 
The treaſon, with the tritors death reward ; 
Their hands and feet cut off, upon a ſpear 
Were hang'd in publick to make others fear; 
This juſtice done to Iſh-boſheth, his head 


In Abner's ſepulchre was buried. 


The Iſraelitiſh elders, who before 
To David did incline, do now much more; 
Their way is open'd by th? untimely death 
Of their own king, unhappy Iſh-boſheth ; 


Their journey, therefore, they to Hebron take, 
And to this purpoſe unto David ſpake: 


© Behold, great prince, thy bone and fleſh are we, 
And e'en while Saul was king, yet thou waſt he 
That led us out, and brought us in again, 

© Be pleaſed, therefore, over us to reign; 

For God hath ſaid, « Thou ſhalt my people feed; 
«© And be a captain over Iſr'el's feed,” 


A 
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Their meſſage David, with majeſtick grace, 
Receiv'd, and all the elders did embrace; 

A ſolemn league before the Lord they make, 
That he not them, nor they ſhould him forſake ; 
Then forth the conſecrated oil they bring, 

And over Iſrael anoint him king; 

All hearts are glad, joy reigns in ev'ry eye, 
Which ſhouts and publick triumphs teſtify ; 

The vocal nymph the news to fame reports, 
Whoſe trumpet ſounds it into foreign courts, 


When the ſolemnities were at an end, 
Which on the coronation did attend, 
And all things ſettled ; the twice crowned king, 
A royal army to the field did bring, 
Wherewith th' inſulting Jebuſites he beat, 
And made Jeruſalem his royal ſeat; 
The Philiſtines he ſmote, who were ſo bold, 
To come and brave him even in his hold; 
The Moabites he fully did ſubdue, 
And mighty Hadadezer overthrew ; 
The Edomites he tributary made, 
And Syria having ſmarted, was afraid; 
Abuſive Ammon he chaſtiz'd, and tam'd, 
And for his proweſs, thro? the eaſt was fam'd. 


And yet not more for that, than for his love 
To Jonathan, which did itſelf approve 
Long after Jonathan, unhappy prince, 
In battle fell, not for his own, offence, 
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But for his father's. Friendſhip that 1s brave, 
Doth death ſurvive, and lives beyond the grave, 


David, now having got a little reſt, 
Bethinks him how his love may be expreſt 
To Jonathan, his dear deceaſed friend, 
In his poſterity ; and to that end, 
Inquires if any yet remain'd of all, 
Deſcended from the family of Saul, 
To whom he, for the ſake of [onathan, 
Might kindneſs ſhew. They call to mind a man 
Whoſe name was Ziba ; him they ſeek and bring 
To court, and ſtraightway he inform'd the king, 
That Jonathan had yet a ſon, by name 
Mephiboſheth, who of his feet was lame; 
For he, poor child, when tidings came that Saul 
And Jonathan were ſlain, receiv'd a fall 
Out of his nurſe's arms, when, in the fright, 
She ſought to ſave him by too haſty flight ; 
By which diſaſter he, alas! became 
A cripple ever, both his feet were lame. 


Him David ſent for, and with ſpecial grace 
Receiving, did at his own table place, 
Aſſuring him, he for his father's ſake, 

Like care of him as of his own would take ; 
Then all his grandfather's and father's lands, 
| Reſtoring to him, Ziba he commands 

To take the charge thereof, the land to till, 

And make the beſt oft, to his utmoſt fkill, 
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And bring the profits to his maſter's ſon, 
That he in handſome port might live thereon, 


Mephiboſheth, with kindneſs overcome, 
Tho! lame in feet, was neither rude nor dumb; 
But both by geſture and expreſſion ſhew'd, | 
The higheſt mark; of humble gratitude. 


CH AF VI. 


THE higheſt pitch of honour now attain'd. 
By David, and the ſov'reign power gain'd; * - 
Thrice had the conſecrating oil been ſhed, 

In ſolemn wiſe on his majeſtick head, 

His temples cinctur'd with a double crown, 

The houſe. of Saul, his rival, quite brought down; 
His enemies of him did ſtand in awe, 

And to his neighbours round he gave the law; - 
His arms brought conqueſt home; his very name 
Struck terror where his armies never came; 
Secure he ſat upon his awful throne, 

By others fear'd, beloved by his own ; 

All things to make him happy did conſpire, 

In want of nothing reaſon could deſire, 


But how unſafe is greatneſs! ah, how nigh 
Unto proſperity doth danger lie ! 
3 


112 DAVID EIS. Bock III. 


Beguiling pleaſures do on greatneſs wait, 

And vice, ſtill lurking, lies at pleaſure's gate; 

If in its ſlips, and hard it is, I doubt, ; 
Where pleaſures have free courſe, to keep it out, 
Virtue it doth inſenſibly deſtroy, 

And brings forth treble grief for ſingle joy. 
This David found; and ere he was aware, 

Was taken and betray'd in pleaſure's ſnare, 


It came to paſs, one evening, when the heat 
Abated was, which in that clime was great, 
That David from his easful bed aroſe, 

And to his palace roof for air he goes; 
There walking to and fro, his wand'ring eye, 
A naked woman bathing, did eſpy. 


The fight ſurpriz'd him; yet he pleaſure took, 
On that attractive object ſtill to look, 
For ſcarcely had he ſeen ſo ſine a creature 
For ſhape, complexion, and for lovely feature. 


Poor David's nature, now ſet all on fire, 
His breaſt inflaming with undue deſire; 
He look'd and burnt ; he burnt and look'd again, 
Nor power had from looking to refrain ; 
His eyes betray'd his heart ; now yield-he muſt 
Himſelf a captive to unruly luſt. 


Ah! how unſafe it is to let the eye 
Into the privacies of women pry! 
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How dangerous to let the Devil catch 

The mind a roving from its inward watch ! 
David was guarded ſtrong enough, no doubt, 
To hinder any miſchief from without, 

But he that will ſecured be from fin, 

Muſt keep a ſtrict and conſtant guard within. 


Now all his thoughts poor David doth employ þ 

The party how to find, and to enjoy ; 

He makes inquiry, and doth quickly find, 

One that knew both the woman, and his mind; 
f By him he underſtood the beauteous dame 

Was Amiel's daughter, Bath - ſneba her name, 

And that ſhe was the brave Uriah's wife, 

Uriah lov'd her as he lov'd his life. 

This known, the king, impatient of delay, 

Sends meſſengers ; the woman they betray, - 

And bring her to him ; ſhe by him conceives, 

And then returning home, the palace leaves. 


How miſerable is that prince's tate, 
On whom a ſet of paraſites do wait! 
How ſad is his condition who muſt truſt 
Such as will pander to his lawleſs luſt! 
Had they, whom David ſent the dame to bring, 
Been worthy. of a place about a king, 
They would have run the hazard of his blame, 
To ſave their maſter. from. ſo foul a ſname; 
They would have repreſented to his view 
That od'us evil in its proper hue; 5 
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They would have try d all means, have ſtrove, have pray d. 


And, rather than have acted, diſobey'd. 
But ah! ſuch faithful courtiers are as rare 
As crows in ſtreams, or fiſhes in the air. 


No help from his had David; they he ſent 
Were in ſo bad a work too diligent; 
He ſpaxe the word, they ran; their errand tell, 
Prevail,. the woman bring ; by her he fell ; 
He fell, who had ſuch high attainments known, 
To whom ſuch ſpecial favours God had ſhown ; 
He who ſo late before the ark did dance, 
Now could not ſtand againſt a woman's glance; 
Surpriz'd by a temptation, down he fell, 


 -Who the ſweet finger was of Iſrael; 


He from the holy path, aſide did ſtart, 


Who once, a man was after God's own heart, 


Ah! who can hope when ſuch men fall, to ſtand 


Without an eminent ſupporting hand! 


Our life's a war, temptations all aflail, 
And, without ſtrong reſiſtance, will prevail. 


Not kings, we ſee, can ſtand, however good 


They are, when once they yield to fleſh-and blood: 


After fair Bath-ſheba had been at home 
Time long enough to know, her fruitful womb, 
By which ſhe was not apt to be beguil'd, 
Gave her aſſurance that ſhe was with child, 
Forthwith. ſhe private notice thereof ſent 
To David, publick ſcandal to prevent; 
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This put poor David to his ſhifts to find 
How he the huſband and the world might blind. 


C H A, F. 


MEAN- WHILE Uriah from his home had been, 
Seeking immortal fame by arms to win, | 
Him David ſtraightway ſent for home, that he 
A cloke to their adultery might be; 
Unthinking that he then muſt Be too late, 
To cover an amour of ſuch a date. 


No ſooner good Uriah did receive 
The king's command, but forthwith taking leave | 
Of Joab, to the court his courſe he bent, 
And to his ſovereign did himſelf preſent ; 
The king inquires ; Uriah doth relate, 
Both Joab's welfare, and the army's ſtate. 


; 
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When he had made an end, and night came on, 
The king, impatient till he ſaw him gone, 
Diſmiſs'd him, and advis'd him haſte to make, 
Down to his WA, LE there refreſhment take. 


Then from his preſence forth Uriak went, 
And after Him a royal meſs was ſent, 
The king concludi ing he would home repair, oo 
Himſelf to ſolace with his (faulty) fair. 
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No farther went Uriah. than the gate, 
Of David's houſe, where ſervants us'd to wait, 
With whom, his old acquaintance, he conſorts, 
And unto them the war's ſucceſs reports ; 
When bed-time came, amongſt the guards he kept, 
And, ſoldier like, amongſt the ſoldiers ſlept. 


Troubled was David, when he heard by ſome: 
Next morn Uriah had not been at home; 
Yet hiding what he could, his diſcontent, - 
He for Uriah to his preſence ſent, _ 
And with a ſeeming pity, when he came, 
Him in ſuch words as theſe, did gently blame. 


What was the matter, over hardy knight, 
Thou went'ſt not down unto thy houſe laſt night? 

Cam'ſt thou not from thy journey, tir'd and ſpent? 

© Why art thou of thyſelf ſo negligent? _ 

I thought thou might'ſt have borne a bed leſs hard,, 

Than are the matted benches of my guard; 

* I therefore ſent thee home to take thy reſt, 

© Where I ſuppos'd thou might enjoy it beſt ;. 

«. Hereafter,, of thyſelf more careful be; 

Thou thinks not what thy loſs would be to me.“ 


With humble thanks Uriah thus reply'd : 
© Iſr'el and Judah with the ark abide 
In tents; lord Joab lieth with his men 
© In open fields encamped ; ſhall I then. 
Go to my houſe to eat, and merry make, 
And pleaſure in my wife's embraces take? 
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The Lord forbid! As lives thy ſoul, O king, 
© I will not be perſuaded to this thing; 
I ſhun whatever courage would abate ; 
Soft pleaſures do the mind effeminate,” 


Thus ſpake Uriah. And let none ſuppoſe 
It drop'd by chance, or from a ſoldier roſe, 
But heedfully obſerve it with an eye, | 
That can through words a Providence deſcry ; 
For God was hedging David's way about, _ 
That David's guilt might to his ſhame break out. 


When David had Uriah's anſwer weigh'd, 
He plainly ſaw, unleſs he were betray'd, 
He never ſhould by him effect the end 
For which he for him from the camp did ſend ; 
New meaſures, therefore, David now doth take, 
Contrives how he Uriah drunk may make, 
Looks on him with a more familiar face, 
And now receives him into ſpecial grace; 
'So ſeems he in Uriah to delight, 
As if he were the only favourite, 


His feigned kindneſs quickly grew fo great, 
That now Uriah muſt with David eat, 111 2 
He makes him drink, and drink, and drink again, 
„Till with rich wines he overcharg'd his brain, 
Thus ſin to ſin, thus guilt he adds to guilt, 
Nor ſtops until Uriah's blood be ſpilt; | 
Thus the allow'd commiſſion of a fin, 

Not ſeldom ſerves to let another in. 


He never would the inj 
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Uriah now is drunk; the grapy juice 

Hath of his reaſon robb'd him of the uſe; 

With ſprightly wine inflam'd, who would have thought 

But he is wife's embraces would have ſought ? 

Yet neither drunk nor ſober, could he be 


Perſuaded either houſe or wife to fee ; 
But with the guards at night again he lay, 


And, ſnoring, ſlept his drunkenneſs away. 


The king now hopeleſs, and enrag'd to think 
That neither by his flattery, nor drink, 


He could his end obtain; and, harder grown, 


(For ſin repeated hardens any one) 

Reſolves, at laſt, a deſperate courſe to try, 

And murder join unto adultery ; 

No way to fave his honqur did remain, 

He thought, unleſs he got Uriah ſlain; 

For ſince he found, that not by any wile, 

He the reſolv'd Uriah could beguile, 

He ſaw, that if he ſuffe$d him to live, 

forgive; 

But, if not ſeek revenge, at leaſt proclaim 

The wrong he ſuffer'd, and, his prince's ſhame. 
Thus reaſon'd David; on this policy, 

The king concludes, Uriah needs muſt die, 

He that had ſuffer'd too much wrong before, 

Leſt that diicover'd be, muſt ſuffer more; 

Uriah's guiltleſs blood muſt now be ſpilt, 

To make a covering for David's guilt. | 
But oh! the guilt of guiltleſs blood thus ſhed, , 
Will fall with treble weight on David's head. 


Bock III. DAVID EIS. 119 


Ah! what is man, the beſt of men, when left 
Unto himſelf, of grace divine bereft ? 


To joab David doth a letter write, 
Commanding him that in the hotteſt fight, 
He ſhould Uriah in the fore-front place, 
And, when he is engag'd, retire a-pace, 
Leaving him ſingle in the open plain, 
That by the enemy he may be ſlain. 


The letter, which contain'd this dire command, 
Is ſent to Joab by Uriah's hand. 
Uriah, void of jealouſy and fear, 
The fatal letter doth to Joab bear; 
Of his own death the inſtrument he's made; 
How eaſily is innocence betriy'd ! 

So went Bellerophon, whoſe milder fate 
Did unto him prove more propitiate. 
<> 


* 


When Joab underſtood his maſter's mind, 
He to Uriah ſuch a place aſſign'd, 
Where, by experience,” he before had fourid 
Were valiant men that would defend their ground; 
Then falling back, there left him to maintain 
The fight alone: fo was Uriah ſlain. v 


Thus the brave Hittite, by a plot fore-laid, 
Valiantly fighting, baſely was betray'd ; 
The firſt, perhaps, that ever loſt his life | 
For not embracing his moſt beauteous wife, 


| 
| 
j 
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With ſpeed Uriah's death is ſignify'd 
To David, who his joy could hardly hide. 
Uriah's widow, when ſhe heard the news, 
Put on the mourning weeds that widows uſe, 
And mourn'd the time ; then David took the dame 
Home to his houſe, and ſhe his wife became; 


Nor was it long before ſhe bore a ſon ; 


But God was ſore diſpleas'd with what was done, 


C HAP. IX 


NOW all was huſh'd and ſtill. Uriah dead, 
His wife tranſlated to king David's bed; 
No more by ſtealth, but now with open face, 


The joyful king doth Beth-ſheba embrace, 


Before his courtiers, doth her court and kiſs, 


And, without bluſhing, dares to call her his; 


Uriah's blood th' adultery out did blot, 

And how that blood was ſhed, is now forgot ; 
Diſſolv'd in melting pleaſures David lies, 
And from th' avenger in himſelf he flies; 


Remorſe was loſt, hardneſs was enter'd in, 


Senſual delights had drown'd the ſenſe of fin, | 


But David's God, the God who David choſe, 
And David lov'd, would not his David loſe ;_ +  - | 
For though a ſtrong temptation had prevail d. 
And David ſway'd thereby, had groſly fail'd; 


* 
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Yet he who hearts doth ſearch, and reins doth try, 
Saw yet in David a ſincerity FP 

His prophet, therefore, God did ſend to rouſe, 
The ſtupid king from his lethargick drowſe. 


O boundleſs goodneſs! O unmeaſur'd love! 
Which did the bowels of his father move 
Towards his erring child; he condeſcends, 
And the firſt motion makes, for being friends ; 
Th' offended uſes means to raiſe a ſenſe 
In the offender of his foul oFence, 

That, on repentance, he may mercy ſhow, 
And reconciliation thence may flow, 


Th” inſpired prophet, thus to David ſent, 
Did, by a harmleſs wile, him circumyent ; 
And having in a parable him caught, 

The king to be his own condemner brought. 


Two men,” ſaid he, © did in one city dwell, 
One very poor, and one in wealth did ſwell ; 
The rich, of flocks and herds had plenteous ſtore z 
© 'The poor man had, in all the world, no more _ 
© But one ſmall ewe-lamb, which he bought and fed, 
© And choicely with his children nouriſhed; 
Of his own cup it drank, and for its meat 

le grudg'd it not the ſame himſelf did eat; 
He let it in his boſom lie at night, 
© For, as a daughter, twas his chief delight. 
Now when a ſtranger to the rich man came 
© To viſit him, ſo void was he of ſhame, 
* L 
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That, ſparing all his own, he took and dreſt 
The poor man's lamb, to entertain his gueſt,” 


With ftri& attention did king David hear 
The prophet's tale; then made it ſoon appear 
How quick his ſenſe was of the poor man's wrong, 
And what to th' rich oppreſſor did belong; 
Againſt the man his hot diſpleaſure brake, 
And to the prophet Nathan thus he ſpake: 


* As lives the Lord, let him be ne'er ſo high, 
The man that this hath done ſhall ſurely die: 
© Nay, death ſhall not ſuffice, but furthermore, 
« He four times over ſhall the lamb reſtore ; 
© Becauſe, that having plenty of his own, 

Y He did this thing, and hath no pity ſhown,” 
So ſpake the king; but little thought; alas! 
That he this ſentence on himſelf did paſs. 
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How partial is the nature of mankind ! 
| Quick-fſighted at another's fault, but blind 
_ - Unto our own! ourſelves how apt to ſpare, 
But unto others, how ſevere we are! 
He that could with an over-haſty breath, 
For a leſs fault, pronounce another's death, 
Could juſt before abuſe his neighbour's wiſe, 


And him, without remorſe, deprive of life. 


— 


No ſooner did the heavy ſentence come 
From David's lips, but Nathan ſet it home 
Diſguiſes laid aſide, the ſeer began: 1 
2 10 My meſſage is to thee I hou art the man! 
. 
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How great was now the guilty king's ſurprile ! 
Might have been ſeen in his dejected eyes; 
His conſcious blood into his face did fluſh, 
And brought upon his cheeks a ſcarlet bluſh, 
Which laſted not, but in a while did fail, 

And was ſucceeded by a fainty pale, 

As if the guiltleſs blood he lately ſpilt 

Had thither flow'd, to evidence his guilt, 

And then retiring, back again had fled - 

To ſhew the ſtained ground where it was ſhed. 
A great diforder in his face appear'd, | 
As well from what he felt, as what he fear'd ; 
His hands, like one that had the palſy, ſhook ; 
His trembling knees againſt each other ſtrook ; 
Silent he ſat, his ſpirit almoſt gone, 

While the inſpired prophet thus went on : 


* Thus ſaith the Lord, the God of Iſrael, 
* Who in moſt awful majeity doth dwell,' — 
* I over Iſr'el thee appointed king, 
« And out of all thy troubles thee did bring; 
Out of the hand of Saul I thee did fare, 
« And unto thee thy maſter's houſe I gave; 
« Into thine arms thy maſter's wives I caſt, 
« And to thee Iſr'el made, and Judah faſt; 
« And if all this had been too ſmall a ſtore, © 
« I would have added ſuch and ſuch things more. 
« Why then didſt thou the Lord's command deſpiſe 
« 'To do the thing that's evil in his eyes? 
„Uriah thou, with Ammon's {word haſt ſlain, | 
And with his wife, as with thine own, has lain; 
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% Now, therefore, never ſhall thy houſe be free 

« From ſword, becauſe thou haſt deſpiſed me, 

«© Who from the ſheep-cote ſet thee on the throne, 
* And took Uriah's wife to be thine own.” 


Thus faith the Lord,'—< Behold, I'll evil raiſe 
« Out of thy houſe againſt thee divers ways; 
« Thy wives, before thine eyes, ['l] from thee take, 
% And let thy neighbour ſtrumpets of them make; 
« He with thy wives in open view ſhall lie, 
« Regardleſs who looks on, or who ſtands by. 
*« Thou ſecretly haſt wrovght, and in the dark, 
« But I will on thee ſer a publick mark; 
% For I will cauſe this juſtice to be done 
% Before all Iſrael, and before the ſun,” 


Thus ſaid, the prophet ſtopp'd,—The wounded king, 
Who of his guilt now felt the piercing ſting, 
Defence had none to make; no art did uſe 
His foul offence to palliate or excuſe ; P 
But fetching from his very inmoſt part 
A doleful groan, which ſeem'd to rend his heart, 
His quiv'ring lips let fall this mournful word, 

« Ah meg !—T ſinned have againſt the LoD.“ 
A ſigh the ſentence clos'd ; a ſigh that came 
So warmly out, it might his lips inflame ; 

But that his melting eyes a plenteous ſhow'r 
Of tears upon his cheeks and beard did pour, 


Short the confeſſion was; yet that it flow'd 
From a true penitent the accent ſhow'd ; 
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It reach'd the prophet's heart, and gain'd belief 
Of the ſincerity of David's grief; 

For God repentance, if it be ſincere, 

Accepts, tho? ſhort in words it doth appear. 


Such David's was; yet was it not in vain, 
The gladded prophet alters now his ſtrain, 
And with an healing word doth thus begin ;— 
© The Lord hath alſo put away thy ſin; 
Thou ſhalt not die.” O! who would be ſo baſe: 
To fin againſt ſuch undeſerved grace! 
© Howbeit, (thus the prophet did proceed) 
* Becauſe thou great occaſion by this deed 
© Haſt given wicked men the Lord to ſcorn, 
The ſpurious child, which unto thee is born, 
* Shall ſurely die.” His word was verify'd,. 
For, on the ſeventh day, the infant dy'd.. 


The prophet now, his meſſage fully done, 
Had left the king, and to his houſe was gone; 
But what he from the Lord had to him ſaid, 
On David's heart a deep impreſſion made; 
His conſcience, which before did lumb'ring lie, 
Now throughly waken'd, in his face did fly, | 
And charg'd him home; he felt the wounds within, 
Which, on his bleeding heart, were made by fin, 


Ah! who his grinding ſorrows can expreſs !. 
Or ſpeak the hundredth part of his diftreſs?!. 
His galling grief, his pity-moving moans, 


: His deep-fetch'd ſighs, and his heart-rending groans l 
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Himſelf we find, could not deliver theſe, 
Without the help of great hyperboles. 


How earneſt was he ! with what fervency 
Unto his God did he for pardon cry ! 
Have mercy on me, O my God! he cry'd, 
© And for-my fins thy face not from me hide; 
Purge me with hyſſop, cleanſe me from my fin, 
And waſh me throughly from all guilt within: 
© Create in me a clean heart, and renew 
© Within me, Lord, a ſpirit right and true; 
© O! from thy preſence caſt me not away, 
Nor take thy ſpirit from me, Lord, I pray; 
With thy free ſpirit me uphold ; reſtore 
The joy of thy ſalvation as before.” 


Such moving ſupplications, day and night, 
| Did he pour forth, which I nor can recite, 
4 Nor need ; for he hath couch'd them in ſuch verſe 
| As my ſhort-winded muſe cannot rehearſe, 
Suffice it, therefore, that the reader know 
He did not pray in vain ; but prayed ſo, 
That he not only pardon did obtain, 
But his loſt favour did with God regain, 


Gov grant, whoever fins like him may be 
As true a contrite penitent as he! 


Knd of the Third Beek. — 
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BOOK IV. 


CHAPTER 3 


HO? the ſharp ſentence, which in too great haſte 

Th' unwitting king upon himſelf had plac'd,. 
Was mitigated by the clemency_ | 
Of David's God, that David might not die; AIR 
Yet did the prophet in God's name declare | 
That he would evil againſt him prepare, 
Which ſhould in his own family ariſe, 
And on him bring the ſoreſt exerciſe, 


This was the doom, tho? more at large expreſt, 
By which poor David was to be diſtreſt, 38 
Which, though protracted, yet would certain be; 
For who can alter a divine decree ? | 
Judgments denounc'd may linger ; but at length 
They fall more heavy, and with-greater ſtrength; 
Sometimes the ſtroke doth at a diſtance ſtand, 
Yet that which brings it on is near at hand; 
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So in this caſe ſome years did intervene 
Betwixt the ſentence and the tragick ſcene; 
Vet that which led thereto did cloſely lurk, 
And in ſhort time did thus bring on the work. 


Of all the many ſons which David had, 
Amnon, the eldeſt, was a topping lad, 
Who of the Jezreelite, Ahinoam, 

Was born ſoon after ſhe to Hebron came; 
A daughter alſa David had, whoſe name 
Was Tamar, a moiſt beautiful young dame; 
Siſter ſhe was to Abſalom the fair, 

David's third ſon, fo noted for his hair. 


On this half-fiſter-princeſs Amnon caſt 
A wanton eye; affection grew ſo faſt 
Upon him, that, not daring to diſcover, 
Far ſhame or fear, what an unlawful lover 
He was; he pin'd away, his cheeks grew pale, 
His fleſh did waſte, his ſtrength began to fail; 
The fiery paſlion, in his boſom pent, | 
Did inward burn, for want of outward vent. 


A friend he had, who unto him was near. 
Of kin, a friend peculiarly dear, | 
His father's brother's ſon, nam'd Jonadab, 
Quick-ſighted, and too wile to be a blab. 


He well obſerving how from day to day 
His princely kinſman pin'd and fell away; 
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For which, ſince he no outward cauſe could ſind, 
Concluded ſomething did afflict his mind; 
Wherefore, a proper ſeaſon having got, 

He put the queſtion cloſe, inquiring what 

It was that on his nature did prevail, 

So as to make his countenance look pale, 

And fleth decay ; imploring not to hide 

Ought from his friend in whom he might confide. 


Prince Amnon, by his friend thus cloſely pr eſt, 
His love, tho' not without a bluſh, confeſt ; 
The princeſs Tamar tis, ſaid he, J love :— 
Oh, that my love ſhould ſo eccentrick move ! 
I love my own half-iiſter, who did ſpring 
From the ſame root, as I myſelf, the king ; 
] love, ah me! I love, yet love in vain, 
Hopeleſs the object of my love to gain. 
This is my caſe; the heat of my deſire 
Conſumes my nature, ſets me all on fire, 


When Jonadab, than whom no man alive 
Knew better how a miſchief to contrive, 
Had heard the cafe, he ſoon diſcover'd what 
Would Amnon pleaſe, and thus he laid the plot: 


Go, take thy bed, ſaid he, and for a trick, 
Put on thy night-cap, feign that thou art fick ; 
And when thy father comes to ſee thee, ſay, 
Give leave, I pray, my ſiſter Tamar may | 
Come to me, and before me dreſs ſome meat, . 
That ſering her prepare it, I may eat. | 
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He went no farther; for he knew the prince 
Was quick enough to underſtand his ſenſe ; 
And if he could but draw the long*d-for dame 
Within his reach, knew how to quench his flame, 


Amnon, the counſel liking, forthwith took 
His bed upon it, and, with puling look, 
Diſſembled ſickneſs; quickly the report 
Of Amnon's illneſs reach'd the royal court. 


The king in baſte to Amnon doth repair, 
To ſee his ailing ſon, the kingdom's heir ; 
This gave fair room for Amnon to requeſt 
He might eat ſomething by his ſiſter dreſt; - 
The king conſents, and doth his mind declare, 
That Tamar ſhould to Amnon's houſe repair, 
And there, by his direction, dreſs ſuch meat 
For him, as he, poor heart! could like to eat. 


> The princeſs Tamar did no ſooner hear 
Her father's order, but with filial fear, 


And nimble ſteps, ſhe to her brother hies, 


Who on his bed, diſſembling ſickneſs, lies; 
- , She aſk'd him how he did, and did bemoan 

lis danger; but more juitly might her own. 

3 . Tue courteous mien, freſh beauty of the dame, 


Did more and more the lecher's luſt inflame : 

She aſk'd him what he'd pleaſe to have her make 
For him to eat; he pitch'd upon a cake : 

She to the work addreſs'd herſelf with haſte, _ 
Temper'd the flour, and wrought it into paſte : 
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Her milk-white hands, and ſlender fingers, frame 
The pliant paſte, till it a cake became; 

Then having bak'd it alſo at his fire, 

(Each turn and motion height'ning his deſire), 
She brought it to him; but he put it by, 

His room was overfill'd with company: 

But order given that it clear'd ſhould be, 

And none left in it but himſelf and the; , 
He then requeſted that ſhe would draw near 

And bring the meſs ; ſhe did fo without fear. 
But when, alas! within his reach ſhe came, 

He laid faſt hold upon the lovely dame ; 

Then taking her about the neck, he kiſt her, 
And bluntly ſaid, ** Come lie with me, my ſiſter.” 


Surpris'd, the damſel trembled, and would fain 
Have from him got; ſhe ſtrove, but ſtrove in vain; 
He held her faſt; ſhe then began to plead, 

And for her honour, thus did intercede : 


| 2 * 
Oh! force me not, my brother! I entreaet 8 
© Thee to conſider, that the ſin is great; 5 
Great in itſelf, greater in thee to me, ; 2 8 2 
8o nearly link'd by conſanguinity; 2 


© Forbear, I pray forbear, thy luſt. reſtrain; ' © * * * "is | 
* Thine honour, mine, our father's, do not flain ** © > 
With ſuch infamy ; thou know'ſt full well, = 
No ſuch thing may be borne in Iſrael. „„ 
©. Should'ſt thou defile me, where could I abide ! © & 
| C Where find an hole my ſhamed head to hide! 


132 DAVIDEIS. Book Iv. 


© Thou too, the heir of our great father's crown, 

© Born to the kingdom, bred in high renown, 
Thy father's darling, and the people's joy, 

© What will become of thee, if thou deſtroy 

© Their hopes by perpetrating ſuch a crime 

As this? well might thou thenceforth curſe the time 
Thou e'er ſaw Tamar; for thou then (ah me!) 

© But as a fool in Iſrael would'ſt be; 

Regard thine honour, mine, our family, 

And rob me not of my virginity : 

Force me not, brother, force me not; but rather 
« Aſk me in marriage of our royal father; 

© He to beſtow me on thee will not fail : — 


O let my pray'rs and tears with thee prevail!” 


my 


This ſaid, ſhe with her tears bedew'd his face; 
But he, whom luſt had quite bereft of grace, 
Her moſt importune prayers would not hear, 

But to her ſupplications ſtopp'd his ear, 
And being ſtronger, did by force deflow'r 
The princely dame, reſiſting to her pow'r. 


Great is the difPrence betwixt lawful love 
And lawleſs luſt. That doth itſelf approve, 
By its effects to be indeed divine, 

As having a cceleſtial origin; 
That conſtant is, and by enjoyment grows 
Still ſtronger, which its innate virtue ſhows : 


But t'other, which is miſcall'd love, and muſt, 
If rightly nam'd, be ſty led filthy luſt, 
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From ſenſual concupiſcence doth flow, 
Which ſhews irs parentage is from below; 
This likes to take a taſte of ey*ry one, 
Dally with all, but conſtant be to none ; 
And this, how hot ſoever it doth burn, 
After enjoyment, can to hatred turn, 


Such love was Amnon's, whoſe uncurb'd deſire, 
After his ſiſter, ſet him all on fire; 
He burn'd, he flam'd, conſum'd, and needs would die, 
Unleſs he might with his qwn ſiſter lie; 
Yet, when he once his brutiſh end had gain'd, 
And, by a rape, his ſiſter's honour ſtain'd, 
He, in a moment, chang'd his amorous theme, 
And flew as high in th' oppoſite extreme; 
He, who but now was over hot and bold, 
Is now become to her exceeding cold ; 
He, that in nothing elſe could take delight, 
But her fair face, now loaths and ſhuns the ſight; 
She, who before his heart did captivate, 
Is now become the object of his hate; 
He hates her now ; he hates her now much more, 
With perfect hatred, than he lov'd before; 
He hates her fo, he can't her preſence bear, 
But every hour ſhe ſtays, he thinks a year; 
That nothing might to ſhew his hate be lacking, 
He rudely bids her—up, away, be packing. 


This ſurly carriage added to the grief 
She had before, nor knew ſhe where relief, 
| * 
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Oppreſs'd, to find; ſhe told him, on her part, 
There was no cauſe he thus ſhould break her heart; 
Wiſl'd him to weigh whether this would not bring 
Greater diſpleaſure on him from the king. 


He the deaf ear to all ſhe ſaid did turn, 
And churliſhly did at her counſel ſpurn; 
Then call'd his man, and ſternly bid him put 
That woman out, and faſt the door to ſhut. 
He did ſo. She, poor princeſs, did lament 
The double injury ; forthwith ſhe rent 
Her royal robe, of divers colours made, 
With which king's virgin-daughters were array'd ; 
The lovely treſſes of her well-ſet hair, 
Her trembling fingers, through deep ſorrow tare : 
Then putting aſhes on her head, ſhe laid 
Her hand thereon, and mournful accents made, 
While to her brother Abſalom's ſhe went, 
Where ſhe more freely might her caſe lament. 
As ſoon as Abſalom the raviih'd dame 
Did tee, well knowing alſo whence ſhe came, 
He ſtraight ſuſpecting what had her befell, 
Begg'd of her that ſhe would not ſtick to tell 
Him how *twas with her; whether Amnon had 
Abus'd her, and from thence ſhe was ſo ſad. 
She, bluſhing, rather to acknowledge, choſe 
Her wrong by looks, than ſhame by words diſcloſe, 
He underitood her; and conſidering | 
How dear prince Amnon was unto the king ; 
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How high in favour of the court and town 
He ſtood as heir-apparent to the crown, 
Concluded in himſelf *twould be but vain 
Jo hope for juſtice, if ſhe ſhould complain; 
Therefore he wiſh'd his ſiſter to conceal 
The wrong ſuſtained, until he could deal 
With Amnon for it: ſhe ſubmits to wait; 
And liv'd with him, but much diſconſolate. 


Abſalom's gueſs was right, that *twould be vain, 
For Tamar of prince Amnon to complain 
Unto the king ; for though he very wroth 
Is ſaid to be, yet was he no leſs loth, 
When to his ear this foul tranſgreſſion came, 
To lay on Amnon puniſhment or ſhame. 


But Abſalom did bear the thing in mind, 
And in due time to be reveng'd deſign'd; 
For in his heart he could not chooſe but hate 
The man that durſt his ſiſter violate, 

How near, or high ſoever : ſuch a ſtain 

Will hardly be got out till he is ſlain 
That gave it; therefore Abſalom is ſet 
Amnon to kill, when he fit time can get, 
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II. 


TWICE had the reſtleſs and unwearied ſun 
His yearly courſe throughout the zodiack run, 
Ere Abſalom a ſeaſon fit could find, 
To execute the vengeance he deſign'd 
On Amnon for the wickedneſs he wrought, 
In the diſbonour he on Tamar brought ; 

But now a fit occaſion did preſent, 

And he to take it too, was fully bent, 


A great ſheep-ſhearing, at his country ſeat, 
Had Abſalom, at which a noble treat 
He meant to make, and thither to invite 
The king and court, then Amnon there to ſmite, 


To court he haſtens, and acquaints the king, 
In humble manner, with his ſheep-ſhearing ; 
Entreats that he, at the ſet time and place, 

His feaſt would with his royal preſence grace. 


To ſuit his ſtate, and his retinue large, 
The king conſider'd, would enhance the charge; 
He pleaded this, and handſomely refus'd, 
And hop'd his ſon would hold the king excus'd, 
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It ſuited well; and ſure he lik'd it beſt, 
Without the king, ſo Amnon were his gueſt ; 
Amnon, for whom the entertainment's made, 
Whom to deſtroy, the ſubtle train 1s laid, 
Yet crafty Abſalom, the more to hide | ” 
His bloody purpoſe, ſtill himſelf apply'd 
"With greater earneſtneſs to gain the king 
To come, and with him all his ſons to bring, 

But all in vain ; the king will not be won 

By his entreaties to oppreſs his fon ; 

Yet, that he might his good acceptance ſhow, 
His bleſſing he upon him did beſtow, 


Then Abſalom, by this embolden'd, preſt 
To let his brother Amnon be his gueſt, 
Why Amnon ? a{k'd the king, Becauſe, ſaid he, 
Amnon, in dignity, is next to thee. 
The gentle king, from all ſuſpicion free, 
And overcome by importunity, 
Yields, that not Amnon only, but the reſt 
Of the king's ſons ſhould go at his requeſt, 


The point thus gain'd, now Abſalom doth part 
From court, and haftes with unrelenting heart, 


Unto his country ſeat, that he might there 
The proper means to his deſign prepare. 


Then of his ſervants, calling to him ſuch, 
As in his cauſe, he knew would never grutch 


* 
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Their lives to loſe; he thus the matter breaks, 
And in ſuch terms as theſe his purpoſe ſpeaks: 


Mark well (ſaid he) when Amnon at the feaſt, 
Shall have drunk high, and over-charg'd his breaſt 
With gen'rous wine; when I ſay, Amnon ſmite, 
Fall on, ſtrike home, fear not, but kill him quite: 
Remember, it is I that give command; 

Be valiant then, and to your weapons ſtand.” 


Accordingly, his brethren being come, 

And all the gueſts, to feaſt with Abſalom, 

He, that he Amnon might the more beguile, 
His hatred hiding with a feigned ſmile, 
Embrac'd, careſs'd him, and for ſpecial grace, 
He ſtraight preferr'd him to the chiefeſt place; 
Ply'd him with ſprightly wines, till he perceiv'd 
The wine had him of ſenſe well nigh bereav'd, 
Then ſtarting up, he gave the fatal word, 
Smite Amnon.* Forthwith each aſſaſſin's ſword 
Was ſheathed in him, ev'ry one let fly 

At Amnon, until Amnon dead did lie. 


But oh! the dreadful tumult that it made 
Among the gueſts | each held himſelf betray'd; 
*The royal ſtock were moſt of all perplex'd, 

Of whom each fear'd his turn would be the next, 
Which to prevent, all to their mules did hie, 
And back to court, fear adding wings, did fly. 
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But tho,“ with utmoſt ſpeed they cut their way, 
Yet long-tongu'd Fame made greater haſte than they, 
The babbling dame before them got to court, 

And of the ſad diſaſter made report ; 

And as her nature is to magnify 

Th' ill news ſhe bears, not ſticking at a lye, 

She, to exaggerate the crime, did feign 
That Abſalom had all his brothers ſlain, 

So that not one of them alive was left, 

But of his ſons the king was quite bereft, 


Such doleful news ſufficient was to ſhake 
The ſtrougeſt mind, and make the heart to ake; 
The king with garments rent, upon the ground 
Himſelf did caſt, his ſorrows did abound, ' 
And all his ſervants, with their garments rent, 
The loſs of ſo much royal blood lament. 


This Jonadab obſerving, he who gave 
The counſel which brought Amnon to his grave, 
He begg'd the king not to believe that all 
His ſons were ſlain, Amnon alone did fall; 
That this which he related was moſt true, 

He could aſſure him; for, ſaid he, I knew, 
Long ſince that Abſalom, from the very hour 
Wherein his brother Amnon did deflow'r 

His fitter Tamar, had his death deſign'd, 
And only waited until he could find 

A ſeaſon for't, which ſince he now did gain, 
He caus'd his brother Amnon to be ſlain, 
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Thereby to ſacrifice, to Tamar's honour, 
Him that had brought ſo great reproach upon her. 


By that time Jonadab his tale had told, 
Which ſcarce as yet could gain belief, behold 
The king's ſons enter'd, in a frightful maze, 
And on the king, as he on them, did gaze, 
Till he and they into loud weeping brake, 
And in fad accents mutual ſorrow ſpake. 


Mean-while young Abſalom, to ſave his head 
From ſtroke of juſtice, for protection fled 
Unto his grandfather's, king Talmai's court, 
Where he might hope for ſafety and ſupport : 
But David long did Amnon's death bewail, 
Which yet could not Uriah's countervail, 


This is the ſecond inſtance may be giv'n. 
Of the fulfiling that decree of heaven, 
By God denounc'd on David, when he ſays, 
« From thy own houſe, againſt thee divers ways, 
*« I'll evil bring.”—Firft, Amnon did deflow'r 
Ilis daughter Tamar, put into his pow'r 
By him; than which, ah ! what more foul diſhonour, 
Poor, harmleſs princeſs, could have come upon her! 
What home-bred miſchief on himſelf could fall, 
Which could a worthy mind more deeply gall? 


This ſeem'd the firſt ; and ſcarcely two years after 
lis fen and heir had thus defil'd his daughter, 
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That injury her brother did repay, 

And in revenge the wretched Amnon ſlay. 

Had David juſtice upon Amnon done, 

He might have mended, and not loſt his ſon. 
This was a cutting evil, and muſt need 

Strike deep, and cauſe a father's heart to bleed: 
This was the ſecond ſtroke, by which that word 
Was verify'd:— David, beware the third, 


CHAP 


NOW had prince Abſalom three winters ſpent 
At Geſhur, whither he for ſafety went, 
When David, having for his Amnon ſhed 
A flood of tears; but ſeeing he was dead, 
His grief ſubſides, and ſoon paternal love, 
Its place reſuming, in his breaſt doth move 
To Abſalom, right heir to Iſrael's throne, 
Now Amnon's dead, and Chileah alſo gone. 


This hankering mind, Joab's obſerving eye, 
Did in the king, his uncle, ſoon eſpy, 
And being glad to find it, ſought a way 
How he might Abſalom to court convey, 
Not doubting but, if he could that obtain, - 75 
The royal favour he would ſoon regain; | 
This to effect, a wily train he laid 


The king to circumvent ; who, thus betray'd, 


* 
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Uawittingly ſhould pardon Abſalom, 
And that once done, ſhould then recall him home. 


To Tekoah he ſent, where then did dwell 
A woman who in wiſdom did excel; 
Her he inſtructed, when arriv'd, to dreſs 
Herſelf in mourning weeds; then get acceſs 

Io David's preſence, and before him feign 

She mourned, for a ſon of her's was ſlain 
By his own brother, whom the family 
Roſe up againſt, condemning him to die; 

hben, to beſeech the king her ſon to ſave 

* From being buried in his brother's grave. 


Inſtructed thus, ſhe to the court did go, 
And, as a ſuppliant, herſelf did throw 
At the king's feet; and being aſk'd the caſe, 
Her artful tale ſhe told, which took ſuch place 
In the unwary king, that thus he ſpake: 
© Go home; and proper care for thee I'll take.“ 
She, glad of this, did yet her ſuit renew, 
Once and again, until the king ſhe drew 
To ſay, Thy fon for this ſhan't loſe an hair ;? 
And this he did not only ſay, but ſware. 


When thus the wily dame the king had wrought 
To grant unwittingly the thing ſhe ſought, 
+ Obtaining leave, the matter home did bring, 
And fairly did apply it to the king ; 
Told him, that he was that avenger, whom 
She fear'd, on the behalf of Abſalom, 
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Beſought him to conſider, that unleſs 

He pardon'd him, and did his people bleſs 
With their beloved Abſalom; nor he 

From danger could, nor they from fear be free; 
She begg'd that he, as father and as king, 
Would pardon Abſalom, and home would bring 
His baniſhed, and him again reſtore 

Unto the grace in which he ſtood before. 


* 


The king, himſelf now ſinding over-reach'd, 
As once before, when Nathan t9 him preach'd 
That ſaving ſermon ; with this odds, that he 
Was guilty then, but now from guilt was free 
Injoin'd the woman, that ſhe ſhould not hide 
From him the thing he a{k'd, but ſhould conſide 
In him ; that he would no advantage take 
Againſt her; ſhe conſenting, thus he ſpake, 
© [s not the hand of Joab in this thing?“ 

She own'd it was. Then Joab hither bring, 
The king reply'd, And Joab being come, 
He gave command, * Go fetch the young man home,” 


The general's countenance his joy diſplay'd,. 
And thanks return'd, and low obeiſance made; 
To Geſhur's ſplendid court with ſpeed he flies; 
The prince receiv'd him with a glad ſurpriſe : 
The welcome news thro? all the court reſounds ; 
The joy was gen'ral, yet in decent bounds, 

On Abſalom's account, who ever fince 
He came to Ge'hur, like a noble prince, 
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Himſelf conducted wiſely and ſo well, 

No complaiſance could Abſalom's excel; 

So gentle, courteous, and ſo princely fair; 
Each heart was gain'd by his obliging air; 
His ſmiles were honours, ev'ry courtier ſtrove, 
Himſelf to render worthy of his love. 

This him to them ſo feelingly endears, 

They could not think of parting without tears ; 
Yet go he mult: affection, friendſhip, all 
Muſt vail, and yield to a paternal call : 

Tho? duty ſeem'd to claim the greateſt ſhare, 
Vet int'reſt here no little weight did bear, 


With Joab therefore Abſalom returns 
From Geſhur to Jeruſalem, and burns 
With thirſty hopes, and expectation great, 
Of higheſt favour from the royal ſeat. 


But, oh! the diſappointment it muſt bring 
To his aſpiring mind, when from the king, 
Joab returning, let him underſtand, 

It was to him the king's expreſs command, 
That he ſhould ſtraight to his own houſe reſort, 
And not attempt to ſhew himſelf at court, 
For well the king conſider'd 'twas not meet, 
Altho' his love was great, his ſon ſhould ſee't, 
Nor that he him to ſpecial grace ſhould take, 
Who had ſo lately made his heart to ake. 


ky Though, therefore, circumvented by a wile, 
He had recall'd him from his ſelf-exile, 
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And ſav'd his life from danger of the law, 

He held it beſt to keep him ſtill in awe, 

Hoping, in time, he to a better ſenſe, 

Might thereby bring him of his great offence. 


When two full years prince Abſalom had lain 
Under confinement, not without diſdain, 
That he had not been ſuffer'd in that ſpace 
His father to ſalute, or ſee his face; 
Impatient of reſtraint, he now did ſend 
For Joab, both his kinſman and his friend, 
To try if he, howe'er he ſped, would bring 
Him to the long'd-for preſence of the king, 


But truly Joab, who perhaps might find, 
How to his ſon the king did ſtand mclin'd, 
Would not at firſt, nor ſecond ſummons come; 
Which uſage ſo provok'd prince Abſalom, 
That he reſolv'd, fince fair means ſeem'd to fail, 
He'd try by rougher methods to prevail; 
He bid his ſervants, therefore, ſet on fire 
A field of Joab's. Joab, to inquire 
The cauſe of this abuſe, did quickly come, 
And this blunt anſwer had from Abſalom : 


Thou know'ſt I for thee ſent, once and again, 
© But thou from coming to me didſt refrain, 
© No other means be'ng leſt, I this did take, 
To ſee if int'reſt would thee kinder make; 
© Thee to the king now ſuffer me to ſend, 
© And beg he to my life will put an end, 
N 


F 
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Lo 


Rather than under this reſtraint me keep, 
Confin'd ſo, that abroad I may not peep: 

* Why didſt thou me, a moſt unhappy wretch ! 
From grandſire Talmai's court in Geſhur fetch, 
© Under pretence, that I ſhould be reſtor'd 

© Unto the favour of my royal lord? 

© Better it were, I thither might go back, 
Where I nor liberty, nor love, did lack, 

* Than here remain, where I no comfort have, 
But what ariſes from an hoped grave; 
Therefore beſeech the king me once to grace, 
© With the fair aſpect of his royal face; 

© If live I may not in his gracious eye, 

Loet me not live at all; I chooſe to die.“ 


4 


Though Joab gladly would himſelf excuſe 
From going on this errand; yet refuſe 
He knew not how; the prince hard preſſes for't, 
And he o'ercome, doth trudge away to court, 
Come thither, he a proper ſeaſon waits, 
And then ſo aptly to the king relates, 
The moving caſe of his beloved ſon; 
His father's fondneſs ſoon he gain'd upon, 
Affection help'd his judgment to betray, 
And to the prince's ſuit prepares the way ; 
For now affection made his judgment doubt, 
If he againſt his ſon ſhould fill hold out, 
He might endanger, ere he was aware, 
The driving of his ſon into deſpair ; 
Wherefore he order'd Joab ſtraight to bring 
Abſalom to his preſence ; th' only thing 
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By both defir'd. Joab, o'erjoy'd, doth haſte 

To Abſalom, and brings him hack as faſt. 

He to the king doth all ſubmiſſion ſhow, 

And at his royal feet himſelf doth throw ; 

The king in kindneſs lifts him from the ground, 
Glad ſuch humility in him was found; 

Embraces and ſalutes him with a kiſs, 

In fign he pardon'd what he'd done amiſs, 


HAF. IN. 


OH, the intemp'rance of th' ambitious mind? 
To no due bounds or medium confin'd ! EEE. 
How doth it ſwell ! how doth it ſoar on high 
As if it fain would climb above the ſky. 


This topping temper ſoon itſelf did ſhow 
In Abſalom, and wrought his overthrow. 

He that at home, confin'd but t' other day, 
Greatly depreſs'd in mind, obſcurely lay, 
O'erwhelm'd almoſt with grief and cold deſpair, 
No ſooner felt the warmth of courtly air, 

But as the winter- fly whom heat doth bring 
To ſenſe, begins to buz and take the wing; | 
So he the royal favour feeling, ſtraight 

Fook wing, and ſoar'd above his proper ſtate, 
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Unſteady nature, varying like the wind, 
Hurries to each extreme th' unſtable mind; 
At ſea becalm'd, we wiſh ſome briſker gale 
Would on us rife, and fill our limber fails : 
We have our wiſh ; and ſtraight our ſkiff is toſs'd 
So high, we are in danger to be loſt, 
At land we would be foremoſt, make a ſtir, 
And ride at neck-and-all, with whip and ſpur ; 
We would be, would have all, are loath to ſtay 
For future rights, *till Providence make way. 


'This 1s the nature of ambitious man, 

. Soaring as faſt, as high too as he can; 
Whereas, would we but bridle our defire, 

*Till the due time, we might riſe ſafely higher, 


This was the ruin of this goodly prince, 
Let looſe too ſoon ; his lofty mind e*er ſince, 
Aim'd nothing lower than the higheſt ſeat, 
Thought nothing for himſelf, too good or great; 
He on the crown look'd with a longing eye, 
Nor ſpake, nor dream'd of ought but monarchy, 
And whenſoe'er he ſaw the royal throne, 
Could ſcarce forbear to call that ſeat his own ; 
His own it might have been, would he have ſtaid 
Until his father's head was fairly daid; 
But his impatience thought each day a year, 
Each year an age, until the throne was clear; 
Nor would he tay till Providence ſhould make 
His way to th' crown, but his own way would take, 
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Accordingly, he did aſſume ſuch ſtate, 
As far tranſcends the higheſt ſubject's rate; 
Horſes he did, and chariots too provide, 
And fifty men, in whom he could conſide, 


To run before him; which might ſeem to be 


2 * 


Either for ſtate, or for ſecurity. 

High ſtate it ſhew'd, if theſe his lackeys were; 
A ſtrong defence, if he did them prepare 

For his life- guard. On which foe'er account 
It was, it did a ſubject's Rate ſurmount. 


This pomp, however, made the people gaze, 
And in the mob did admiration raiſe ; * 
For vulgar eyes with gaudy ſhews are caught, 
And, from admiring, to ſubmiſſion brought ; 
But he had no other ways to circumvent 
The better ſort, and thus to work he went: 


Early each morn he to the court would go, * 
And there, beſide the gate, would ſtand, that fo 
Whatever ſuitor to the king did come 
For judgment, muſt paſs by prince Abſalom ; 
Then would he call him near, and aſk his name, 
What his affair might be, and whence he came; 
Then feigning a concern the matter might 
Go well, he'd ſay, © Take care thy cauſe be right? 
But then with down-caſt look, and ſhaking head, 
Added, The king hath no man in his ſtead © 
© Deputed thee to hear; fo that though right 
Thy cauſe ſhould be, thou ſuffer may'ſt by might. 

N 3 ESE: 
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Then, in a kind of diſcontented tone, 

As if he did the people's caſe bemoan, 
He'd mutter ſomething ; then would make a ſtop, 
And in a ſofter tone this wiſh would drop : — 
Would I were made chief juſtice in the land ! 
* That every man who hath a cauſe in hand, 
© Might come to me, and I would do him right, 
© How poor ſoe er; none ſhould oppreſs by might; 
* Would I were on the bench, that I from thence 
© Might equal juſtice unto all diſpenſe !* 


When thus himſelf he'd artfully extoll'd, 
And thereby the poor ſuitor had cajoll'd 
To bow before him, and obeiſance make, 
Into his arms he would the client take, 
Hug, and embrace him, nor woald him diſmiſs 
Till he had charm'd him with a treach'rous kiſs. 


Thus did the ſon, by ſuch alluring arts, 
Bereave the father of his people's hearts, 
And draw them to himſelf ; while the good king, 
Of all things, leaſt ſuſpected ſuch a thing. 


By this time Abſalom is thought to be 
Forty years old, and finding now that he 
So ſtrong a party had, that he durſt venture 
Upon the crown, by force of arms to enter, 
And drive his toc kind father from the throne, 
Which he, among his faction, call'd his own ; 
| He held it beſt, yet policy to uſe, 
His royal parent further to abule, 
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And gain ſome time, from his beguiled father, 
That fo he might his ſcattered forces gather, 
Unto a gen'ral rendezvous, and then 

Pour on the king a mighty hoſt of men, 


For this end, therefore, to the court he went, 
And that he might be ſure to circumvent 
The king, this feigned tale he did deviſe, 
His treaſon with religion to diſguiſe, 


© While I at Geſhur did an exile live, 
© I vow'd a vow, that if the Lord would give 
« Me favour in thy fight, and bring me home, 
© That I in peace unto this place might come, 
Then would 1 to the Lord an offering make 
© At Hebron, where I life at firſt did take; 
Now, therefore, gracious fire, be pleas'd, I pray, 
* To grant thy ſervant leave, that go I may 
Jo Hebron, and perform the vow I made 
* Unto, the Lord.“ The good king thus betray'd 
By feigned words, ſaid, © Go in peace.“ He might 
Have better ſaid, * Come back in peace at night.“ 
But wiſe men, good men, ſuffer'd are ſometimes 
To fall into the ſnares their former crimes 
Have for them laid; thus this unwitting king 
Helps forward that which muſt upon him bring 
The judgment » long ſince giv'n ; Uriah's blood 
Is not yet flenc'd, but ſtill cries aloud, 
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To Hebron now prince Abſalom doth poſt, 
And ſends his ſcouts abroad, through every coaſt 
Of Iſrael, that they might notice give 
To all his friends who did diſperſed live 
In all the tribes ; that when they once ſhould hear 
The trumpet ſound, they ſhould for him appear 
In arms embody'd, and where'er they came 
Amongſt their neighbours they ſhould him proclaim, 
And that not faintly, but in lofty ſtrain, 
Say, © Abſalom doth now in Hebron reign.” 


With Abſalom too from Jerus'lem went 
Two hundren choſen men, who his intent 
Knew nothing of, but went unto his feaſt, 
By which his ſtrength and numbers were increas'd ; 
For theſe were men of choice abilities 
For war; as well to fight, as to adviſe. 


But he for counſel chiefly did rely 
Upon Ahithophel, whoſe fame ſo high 
Was in eſteem, that whatſoe'er he ſaid 
Was as the oracle of God obey'd; 
Him who had counſellor to David been, 
Abſalom now did to his faction win; 
And from his city, Giloh, did the wretch 
To his head-quarters now at Hebron fetch; 
And now this foul conſpiracy grew ſtrong, 
The people did ſo thick to Hebron throng, 


* 


Book IV, ; DAVID EIS. 253 


CHAP, V. 


WHILE thus the ſon, with a diſſoyal mind, 
His father to dethrone by force deſign'd, 
Some loyal ſubject, who had notice got 
Of both the preparation and the plot, 
Sped to the court, that he might timely bring 
The news, howe'er unwelcome to the king, 
That he might not, altho' he were betray'd, 
At unawares be ſlain, or pris'ner made. 


Half breathleſs ruſhing in, he therefore ſaid, 
Alas my lord, O king, thou art betray d! 
© The men of Iſrael are from thee rent, 
And Abſalom to crown are fully bent; 
Him they already have proclaimed king, 
And mean thy ſcepter from thy hand to wring; 
* $0 univerſally they take his part, 
© As if in this they all had but one heart, 
And he is drawing out his troops apace, 
As if he aim'd to ſeize thee in this place.“ 


So ſtrange a meſſage, ſo unthought a thing, 
No wonder if it did ſurpriſe the king; 
Yet did it not from him bis judgment take, 
Nor him ſo wholly void of counſel make, 
But that he thought was better leave the city. 
Than hazard it unto the rebel's pity, 


* 


154 DAVIDE1S.. Book 1V. 


Calling his ſervants, therefore, Come,“ ſaid he, 
© Since we're betray'd, ariſe and let us flee 
« If Abſalom ſhould find us in this place, 
? He'll ſack the town, perhaps, if not deface 
© 'The royal buildings, and, us to deſpite, 
The people alſo, that are in it, ſmite. 
« Whereas, if we be gone, us he'll purſue, 
So place and people may that hurt eſchew,” _ 


This ſaid, and in his houſe ten women left, | 
He, of his native courage not bereft, 
March'd forth; his houſehold-ſervants him attend, 
And unto Kidron-brook their courſe they bend, 


When there arriv'd, his little troop he muſters, 
More like the gleanings than the thickſet cluſters 

Of a full vintage; yet enongh to ſhew 

He had ſome friends yet left, tho? but a few. 


Beſides his houſehold, which was large, went o'er 
Six hundred fighting men, who long before 
Had been companions of his ſuff' ring ſtate 
Under king Saul, and whom no adverſe fate 
Could make to flinch, or fo far to tranſgreſs 
The bounds of loyalty, as in diſtreſs 
To leave him; theſe his vet'ran ſoldiers were, 
And in his cauſe, would ſell their lives full dear; 
Theſe were his life-guards, men of wond'rous might, 
Strong, hardy, brave, and valiant in fight, 
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With theſe the gallant Ittai did conſort 
The noble Gittite lately come to court; 
The king obſerving him approach the brook, 
Thus kindly to the gen'rous alien ſpoke : 
« Wherefore ſhould'ſt thou unhapp'ly take a part 
© In my misfortunes, who a flranger art 
© But lately come; return into the city, 
« Thou yet art ſafe ; and it would be great pity 
© That I ſhould draw thee into danger, who 
Neither knows what to do, nor where to go; 
Take back thy brethren, therefore, and abide 
With the new king, till God the cauſe decide, 
And for the kindneſs thou to me doſt ſhow, * 
« May truth and mercy always with thee go.” 


The noble Gittite, with a bt .ve diſdain, 
Heard out the king ; but then could not refrain 
From telling nim how much himſelf he held 
In honour bound to ſerve him in the field; 

He, therefore, ſolemnly proteſted, that 

He would not leave him in his adverſe ſtate, 
But, with his leave, wherever he ſhould bend - 
His courſe, he would upon him there attend; 
Come life or death, he ne'er would him forſake, 
But with him to the laſt his lot would take. 


So brave a reſolution needs muſt cheer 
The king, not much inur'd to let in fear; 
Then paſling on together without ſtay, 12 
They to the wilderneſs direct their way, . 


* 
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But Zadock and Abiathar, who-were 
At that time prieſts, and of the ark took care, 


Fearing ſome injury it might receive, : 


If at Jeruſalem they it ſhould leave, 
Had brought it with them; which when David ſaw, 
He ſtopp'd, and with a reverential awe, 

Io Zadock ſaid, Bear back the ark again 

© Into its place, and let it there remain ; 

For, if the Lord ſhould me vouchſafe the grace, 
« That I once more with joy may ſee his face, 
He'll bring me back, and I ſhall then behold 

« His habitation, as in days of old. 

© But if he thus ſay, © I have no delight 

In David;”—lo, I ſtand here in his ſight, 

© Ready to bear, with unrepining mind, 

* What he to do to me, ſhall be inclin'd ; 

© For well I know his judgments all are juſt, 

« And in his mercy I repoſe my truſt,” 


The ark diſpos'd ; yet was not David clear, 
He ſomething had to ſay in Zadock's ear; 
He therefore aſk'd him, © Art not thou a ſeer ? 
© Thou, and Abiathar too, thy compeer ? | 
« You, therefore, both will out of danger be, 
« Your office giving you immunity; 
© Return into Jeruſalem, and ſtay - 
As near to Abſalom as well you may; 
Explore his counſels, pick up what you can, 
And ſend it to me by ſome truſty man; 
Thy ſon and his, fit meſſenger may be 
© To bring intelligence from you to me; 
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I in the plain above will ſtay until 
© I hear from you how things go, well or ill.“ 


Then parting, with the ark the prieſts go back ; 
The king went forward, tho? with pace but ſlack ; 
Grief now ſeiz'd deeper, from a ſenſe that he, 
Muſt from the ark of God thus baniſh'd be, 

And that by his own ſon (rebellious child! 

To whom he'd ever been but over mild) 

But then conſidering, that the Lord his God 
Did him chaſtiſe in mercy with his rod, 

He call'd to mind Uriah's blood, and wept, 
Watering with tears the ground whereon he ſtept ; 
Barefoot he went, and had his hoary head, 
Sure ſign of higheſt grief, cloſe covered; 

But when he had, at length, attain'd the top 
Of Olivet, he there did make a ſtop, 

And worſhipped the Lord with humble heart, 
Kiſſing the ſacred hand which made him ſmart, 


While here he ſtay'd, good Huſhai came to meet him, 
And with his kind condoling ſtrains did greet him; 
Huſhai, his faithful ſervant and true friend, 
Whom hearty ſorrow made his garment rend, 
And earth to lay upon his mournful head; 
Huſhai at court, to courtly counſels bred, 
Huſhai than whom, the king no ſervant had, 
More able, nor to ſerve his lord more glad, 


The king at ſight, concluding where he beſt 
Might be diſpos'd, to ſerve his intereſt, 
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Said to him, If thou paſſeſt on with me, 
Thou unto me ſhalt but a burden be; 

© Go, therefore, to the city, and ſalute 
King Abſalom ; that done, prefer thy ſuit, 
© 'That thou mayſt be his ſervant, as thou waſt 
«© His father's faithful ſervant in days paſt ; 

© By this means thou the counſels of the great 
© Ahithophel mayſt, for my good, defeat.” 
Then him directing how he might convey 
Intelligence, each took his proper way, 


Not far had David gone beyond the top 
Of Olive's mount, when he another ſtop 
Was fain to make; there Ziba ready ſtood, 
Holding two aſſes, laden both with food, 
Fine manchet, ſummer fruits, and luſcious wine, 
Whereon the king might, when he pleaſed,” dine, 


Well might the king ſuppoſe this preſent came 
From his friend's ſon, Mephiboſheth the lame, 
Since Ziba brought it, who full well he knew 
Was ſteward to Mephiboſheth. This drew 
The king to aſk, « Where is thy maſter's ſon, 
That he came not? Falſe Ziba thereupon 
Reply'd, © He at Jeruſalem doth ſtay, 

Blown up with hopes; nor did he ſtick to lay, _ 
Now ſhall the houſe of Iſrael reſtore 
« To me the crown which my grandfather wore,” 


The king, not Ziba's treachery ſuſpecting, | 
Too eaſily believ'd him; and reflecting 
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On the deteſtable ingratitude, . 

Which he ſuppos'd Mephiboſheth had ſhew'd, . 

Not having time to hear the cauſe, forſook 

The courſe of juſtice, and, for granted, took 

The proofleſs charge of a deſigning knave, 

And thereupon a partial judgment gave; 

Whereby he from the innocent, unheard, 

Took all he had, and all that all conferr'd 

On the unjuſt accuſer, who deferv'd: +. 1. - 

A rope much rather, had not juftice fivery'd. 

The fawning traitor having ſped ſo well, 

Upon his knees before king David fell, 

And, full o'th* wond”rous gratitude he feign'd, 

Gave thanks for what his treachery had ;gain'd,” . 
Near Bahurim, as David paſs'd, appear'd 

A rude inſulter of the vulgar herd, 

From Saul deſcended, Shimei by name, 

Who loudly rail'd, and curſed as he came. 

Come out,” ſaid he, © come out, thou man of blood, 

« Thou ſon of Belial, who too long haſt ſtogd ; 

The Lord hath now return'd upon thee all 

* The guiltleſs blood, which in the houſe of Saul 

Flath by thy means been ſhed ; the kingdom thou 

* Uſurped hadſt, is taken from thee now, 

And given to thy ſon ; thou taken art 

In the devices of thine evil heart.” 


Nor ſtay'd he here, From words he fell to blows; 
Both duſt and ſtones he at king David throws, 
0 2 
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And on his ſervants, who about him were 
On either fide ; to whom *twas hard to bear. 


Abiſhai, David's nephew, ſeem'd to take 
This moſt to heart, and thus the king beſpake: 
Why ſhould this dead dog curſe my lord the king ? 
Let me go to him, and his head Il! bring.” 


But David (who, altho' right well he knew, 
Thar raiting Shimei's charge was quite untrue, 
So far as he unto the houſe of Saul 
Apply'd it, where he had no guilt at all; 

Yet, in the book of conſcience daily read 

His guilt and doom, for blood unjuſtly ſhed, 
Uriah's blood, for which he knew full well, 

This judgment from the Lord upon him fell) 
Would not permit Abiſhai, for his ſake, 

Vevg'ance on curſing Shimei to take, 

Let him curſe on,” ſaid he; for if he curſe - 

© By God's command, who can think him the worſe ? 
«© Don't you behold,” ſaid he, © that my own ſon, 

* Who from my bowels ſprang, and cauſe hath none, 
Uſarps my throne, hath kindled mortal ſtrife 
Amongſt my ſubject, yea, and ſeeks my life? 

* How much more then may this rude Benjamite 

© Be borne with, tho? he do me great deſpite ! 

© Let him alone. If God hath bid him curſe, 

© It may, perhaps, for me be ne'er the worſe; 
Who knows, but that the Lord on me may look 
Wich pity, when he ſees how well 7 took 


* 


* 
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„ Th? afffiction he laid on me; and with good 1 
May me requite, for Shimei's curſing mood. 


2 . 


7 


CHAP. VI. 


BY this time to Jeruſalem was come, 
In royal equipage, king Abſalom; 
Leading, befides his train, a numerous hoſt 
Of armed men, drawn out of every coaſt, - 


Amongſt his friends, who made the greateſt hate 
Him to ſalute, Huſhai was not the lat, 
He coming to his preſence, ery'd aloud, | 
* God ſave the king, God fave the king,” and bow'd ; 
Under which words he might his meaning hide, 
For they might well to David be apply'd. 


Abſalom had a mind, it ſeems, to try 
Whether he ſafely might on him rely, 
Wherefore he, at firſt meeting, on him play'd, 
And, with a kind of exprobration, faid, 
How now! Is this thy kindneſs to thy friend! 
Why went'ſt thou not, that thou might't him defend! 


© Nay, but his will I be,“ Huſhat reply 'd, 
© Him will I ſerve, with him will I abide, 
© Whom God, and all the men of Iſrael chooſe, 
None ſhall me of unfaithfulneſs accuſe ; 
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© Should not I ſerve in preſence of his ſon, 

As I thy father ſerv'4; now he is gone, 

« Surely, as I was then at his command, 

So will I henceforth in thy preſence ſtand.” 

All which he ſo equivocally ſpake, 

That each the words might in his own ſenſe take. 

Self-flatt'ring Abſalom, elate with pride, 

The whole, as in his favour meant apply'd, 

And ftraight, by honeſt guile, in part deceiv'd, 

Among his council Huſhai he receiv'd. 

A council called, he bid them think upon 

The work, and tell him what ſhould firſt be done. 

Ahithophel, who would not take it well, | 

That any but himſelf, ſhould bear the bell, 

Stood up, and Abſalom he thus beſpake: — 

Thy father's concubines directly take, 
And in moſt publick manner them defile, 

Which will reputed be a crime ſo vile 

bat nothing ever can for it atone, 

So will the people cleave to thee alone.“ 

The counſel pleas'd, Abſalom lik'd it well, 

All praiſe their oracle, Ahithophel, 


Forthwith a tent on the houſe-top was ſpread, 
Where Abſalom his father's waves ſhould bed; 
He did ſo, void of grace, and void of ſhame, 
And publickly his father did defame ; 

By which the ſentence that before from heay'n, 
Was by the prophet, unto David * given, | 


* 2 Sam. Xii. 17. 


Book IV. DAVIDEIsS. 163 
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Was now fulfilbd, fulfill'd to the extent; 
May the example ſtill the like prevent! 


Now did the treacherous Ahithophel, 
Finding his wicked counſel pleas'd fo well, 
Proceed to counſel further. Now let me 
- + Forthwith chooſe out twelve thouſand men,” ſaid he, 
And go on the purſuit this very night, 
While David's weary, and unfit to fight ; 
So ſhall we ſtrike him, and his men with fear, 
That they'll forſake him, and we'll ſmite i'th' rear 
* The king alone, whom only thou doſt lack, 
o be cut off, and bring the people back.” 


This counſel was approv'd of by all 
Then preſent ; yet king Abſalom bid, call 
Huſhai the Archite, that,“ ſaid he, we may 
Hear alſo what he in this caſe can ſay,” 


Huſhai brought in, the king to him did tell 
The couuſel given by Ahithophel ; | 
Then aſk'd, © Doſt thou approve it? if not, ſhewe _ 
* Thy reaſons, and direct us what to do.“ 


The wary Archite, knowing very well . 
The haughty temper of Ahithophel, = 
That he might not be thought him to neglet, _ 
Expreſs'd his mind in words to this effect: 


„Although I know, of all that fill this table, 
There is not in the main a man more able 


* 


* 


* 
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For counſel than the great Ahithophel, 
Who doth in wiſdom others far excel; 
Yet at this time, and in the preſent caſe, 
I muſt confeſs I cannot go his pace, 


© If thou with ſo much ſpeed ſhould'ft forward ruſh, 
Thou'lt hazard all upon too ſharp a puſh ; 

Thy father is a man of war, thou know'ſt, 

And wall not lodge at night among the hoſt ; 

He now, no doubt, is in ſome pit or cave, 

Where he himſelf, from a ſurpriſe may fave. 
Beſides, both he and all his men, we know, 

Are mighty men of valour, and will ſhow, 

When once engag'd, no wearineſs in fight, 

But, ſtung with fury, will exert their might; 
Chaf d, like the mountain bear of whelps bereav'd, 
With double force, as doubly they're aggriev'd, 
They'll deal their rage around, and fcorn to yield, 
To twice ten thouſand men, the blo: Ly field; 
Whereas thy men, undiſciplin'd and raw, 

Too likely may, when firmly ſtood, withdraw, 
And tarn the back, and ſome be overthrown, 
Which when it ſhall among the reſt be known, 
Will raiſe a rumour throughout all thy hoſt, 

That Abſalom the field hath wholly loſt ; 

And where that rumour takes, it will prevail 

To make the courage of the ſtouteſt fail; 

So ſhalt thou loſe the day, and either die 

Upon the ſpot, be taken, or forc'd to fly. 
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Which to prevent, my counſel is, that all 
The men of Iſrael, in general, 
From one end to the other of the land, 
© Be drawn together, like th' unnumber'd ſand 
On the ſea-ſhore, and thou their lord and head, 
Into the field do them in perſon lead; 
So ſhall we on thy father and his men, 
© Fall like the dew upon the ground, and then, 
Nor he, nor any that are with him, can 
© Eſcape our hands, we'll have them to a man, 


© But in ſome fort ſhould he himſelf immure, 
We'll there inveſt him round, 'till we procure 
* Ropes to the place, and draw it down by force, 
And fink it in the rapid water-courſe.” 


Thus Huſhai, like an orator, did play 
Upon his hearers“ weakneſs, and yet they 
Did not perceive it, nor his purpoſe ſee ; 
But prince and people did ax one agree 
That Huſhai's counſel did by far excel 
The counſel given by Ahithophel. 
Nor is it ſtrange, for twas the Lord that wrought 
This change in them, that What before they thought 
Was good, they now diſlik'd; that he might bring 
Juſtice on Abſalom their ſelf-made king. 

But when Ahithophel, who ne'er could-brook 
Competitor, nor on a rival look, 
But rack'd with envy, to behold that they 
Not only were reſolv'd to diſobey | 
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His counſel, which he as direction gave, 

And did expect applauſe and thanks to have, 
But Huſhai's counſel did to his prefer; 

Not able, an affront ſo high to bear, 
Saddling his aſs, away he ſtraight did trot, 
And in good time, to his own city got; 
Where, having wiſely ſettled his affairs, 

He to the halter's help, with ſpeed repairs, 
Which having firmly faſten'd to a rafter, 

He ſtreteh'd his neck t'avoid affronts hereafter, 
There let him hang, while we look back, and heed 
How Huſhai's better counſel did ſucceed. 


When Huſhai had done ſpeaking, ere he knew 
How it would be accepted, he withdrew, 
And to the prieſts, Zadock, Abiathar, 
Related what had paſt, and what a jar 
Had been in counſels, twixt Ahithophel - 
And him ; and, what each had advis'd did tell; 
But not yet knowing which would follow'd be, 
He wiſh'd them to inform the king, that he 
Might not that night lodge in the plain, but ſpeed 
Him o'er the river, that he might be freed 
From death and danger, which he might ſuſtain, 
If he ſhould ſtay till morning in the plain. 


The prieſts? two ſons without the city ſtay'd, 
For to be ſeen within, they were afraid, 
To them their fathers, by a certain maid, 
The meſſage they ſhonld carry, ſtraight convey'd, 
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Which when they had receiv'd, away they hy'd, 
But by a youth unhappily were ſpy*d, 

And thereupon purſu'd ; but by the way 

They in a well conceal'd, ſecurely lay, 

A matron o'er its cover having ſpread - 

Ground corn, as if to dry, for making bread; 
And when the coaſt was clear, they poſted on, 
And told the meſſage which they came upon, 


David, thus warn'd aroſe, and in the night 
Paſs'd over Jordan, By the morning light, 
He and the people with him all were gone, 
Nor of his army miſs'd they any one. 


? — 


CHAP. VIL 


TO Mahanaim now king David goes, 
His friends to meet with, and to miſs bis foes ; - 
This was the place, where Jacob long before, 
God's angels meeting, did his help implore, 
And gave it then this name; by which is ſhown. 
Two hoſts. God's hoſts of angels, and his own, 


Here David friendſhip found, and was ſupply'd 
With needful things, while he did here abide, 
Which was not long. Abſalom, now an hoſt 
Had rais'd, of which he thought he well might boaſt; 


—— — — O — 
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Over his army he Amaſa made 


His general; with banners then diſplay'd, 
He over Jordan paſs'd, a rebel right, 
Againſt his father and his king to fight, 


When David knew that his ſon Abſalom 
With a great hoſt was over Jordan come 
To give him battle, he his men drew forth, 
Who, though not many, were all men of worth, 
And though his army was but ſmall, he choſe 
It into three battalions to diſpoſe ; *© 
The firſt of theſe he unto Joab gave; 
Abiſhai, Joab's brother, was to have 
The ſecond ; noble Ittai led the third, 
Second to none for uſe of ſpear and ſword ; 
The king himſelf intended too to'go 
At head of them as gen'raliflimo ; 
But that, the people by no means would yield, 
That he himſelf ſhould hazard in the field; 
They repreſented that the enemy 
Would not regard, if half of them ſhould die, 
So much as if they him could take or ſlay, 


Therefore they begg'd he from the field would ſtay, 


And, if occaſion ſhould require, would ſend 
Them fſuccours ; he was forc'd to congeſcend, 
| n 
But when they march'd away, he, ſtanding by, 
Shew'd a paternal paſſion in his eye; 


His bowels roll'd towards his graceleſs ſon, 


And, as preſaging that the field was won, 


Book IV. DAVID EIs. 169 


Thus to the ſev'ral generals he ſpake, 
« Deal gently with the young man for my ſake,” 


The field now taken, and the battle join'd, 
The victory to David's fide inclin'd ; 
But not without a cruel flaughter made 
Of them that were by Abſalom betray'd 
Into this treaſon ; twenty thouſand fell 
On his ſide; for, although he did excel 
In numbers, yet, they fighting in a wood, 
His numbers could not do him half the good 
As in an open champaign plain they might, 
Where they could every man have come to fight; 
Hopeleſs, at length, the routed rebels flee, . 
And David's men. purſue them eagerly, 


The rebel Abſalom now fore'd to run 

Where'er his fell purſuers he might ſhun, _ 

Confus'd with rage and horror, guilt and fear, 

And puſhing on the trackleſs wood to clear, 

Amongſt the boughs of a thick ſpreading oak, 

His head was caught, and fix'd as in a yoke; . the ia 
lis mule went oo, and left him hanging there, 

'T'wixt earth and heaven, in the open air; 

Nor could he free himſelf, his buſhy hair, | 

His ernament before, was now his ſnare. 

Him hanging thus, a certain ſoldier ſaw, - 

And paſſing by him with reſpectful awe, 

Halſted to Joab, and to him thus ſpoke; 
' © I obſerv'd Abs'lom hanging in an oak.“ 

: P 
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And didſt thou !* Joab ſaid ; Why didſt not ſmite 
Him to the ground, and kill him there out- right? 
Hadſt thou done ſo, I would have kindly dealt 

© By thee, and given thee a ſoldier's belt, 

« Beſides ten ſhekels.* Ol cry'd out the man, 
Though I a thouſand ſhekels might have wan, 

© I wou'd not do't ; for I did plainly hear 

Our lord the king, whom we ought all to fear, 

A ſtrict charge give, that none ſhould dare to touch 
* His ſon, ſo as to hurt him. And *tis much 

* But thou thyſelf, if I this thing had done, 

£ Would'ſt have, amongſt the reſt, againſt me run, 


Jo'b haſtily. reply*d, and ftruck him mute; 

No time had he to trifle in diſpute ; 
Three darts he ſnatch'd, and eagerly he ſprung 
To where the prince now agonizing hung; 

Againſt him he directed ev'ry dart, 

And pierc'd him thrice, yet living, thro' the heart; 
Then caus'd his armour-bearers, ten young men, 
Out- right to kill him, which they did; and when 
He a kim dead, he a retreat did found, 
That no more Hebrew blood might ſtain the ground. 


Thus fell th“ uſurper Abſalom; thus fell, 
He wno againſt his father durſt rebel; 
Thus fell a prince, in body and in mind, 
So well accompliſh'd, that he ſeem'd defign'd 
For government, would he the time have ſtay d, 
And not his royal father's throne invade, $9: h 2. 
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But, blind ambition, kindling hot defite 
In him, had ſet his boiling blood on fire ; 
He thought his father drew too long his breath; 
Nothing would ſerve him but the crown or death, 
The crown he miſs'd; a cruel death he found; 
Stab'd, hack'd, and hew'd, with many a ghaſtly wound. 


His mangled body to a filthy pit, 

Near to the place he fell in, they commit; 
And, without ceremony, load his bones 
With an huge heap of undiſtinguiſh'd ſtones, 
Which muſt have ſerv'd him for a monument, 
Had not he, in his life-time, with intent 

To keep his name up, having then no ſon, <* 
Set up a pillar with his name thereon 
Which unto after-ages did remain, 
And bore his name long after he was lain. 


The field then won, and the unhappy head, 
Of this unnat'ral inſurrection dead, 
Their care was next what cautious terms to uſe, 
In ſending to the king th' unwelcome news, . 


Some ſtrife aroſe who ſhould the tidings bear, 

And divers for the office forward were; +» 
Young Ahimaaz, good old Zadock's fon, + _ 
Of Joab begg'd that he therewith might run; 
But Joab doubting that it would not be 
Acceptable, unwilling was that he. | 

| 7 2 | 
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Whom he well lov'd, ſhould go; and rather choſe 
One leſs reſpected than his friend t' expoſe. 

For though the victory was cauſe of joy, 

The death of Abſalom would that deſtroy ; — 
He therefore bid black Cuſhi go and tell 

The king the matter, juſt as it befell. 

He ran ; but Ahimaaz not content, 

Unleſs he too on he ſame errand went, 

Did preſs ſo hard for leave to run, that he 

Got leave, but by mere importunity ; 

Then ſetting forth, and running by the plain, 

He ſo much ground did of the blackmore gain, 
That he got firſt to court, and that did tell, | 
Which needs muſt pleaſe, for he ſaid, © All is well, 


But when the king, whoſe: heart was ſet upon 


The welfare of his diſobedient fon, 


Aſc'd, Is the young man ſafe ?* poor Ahimaaz, 

- Not knowing what to ſay, did on him gaze; 

Loth to ccnfefſs what he could not deny, 

Nor yet well knowing how to put it by; 9 
Of that, which with the king was the main chance, 
He, too well knowing, pleaded ignorance, 


Then ſtanding by, as bid; in Cuſni ran, 
And to relate his meſſage thus began : — 


« Tidings, my lord the king, for thee this day 
© The Lord avenged hath, ſo that all they 
That roſe againſt thee now are overcome.“ 

«* But,” cry'd the king, How is't with Abſalom 2 


* 
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© Say, is the young man ſafe? Cuſhi replies, 
© So may it be with all thine enemies, 
As 'tis with him. This David underſtood, 
And from his eyes ſtraight guſhed forth a flood 
Of melting tears. Paternal pity wrought, 

And overwhelmed each prudential thought. - 

Up ſtairs he went, and as he went he cry'd, 
O my ſon Abſalom! would I had dy'd 

For thee, O Abſalom, my ſon, my ſon ! ? 

And thus he cry'd, and fill he kept alone; 

His face he cover'd, and let looſe the rein 

To boundleſs grief, of noble acts the bane ; 

'This turn'd the triumph, proper for the day, 

To mourning ; the brave ſoldiers ſlunk away 

As men aſham'd 5 they who the field had won, 3 
Stole in, .as if they from the field had run, | 


CHAP. VIII. 


THIS was to Joab told, who weighing well 
How this behaviour might the courage quell 
Of all the army, or raiſe diſcontent, 
Which might be doubly dang'rous in th* event; 
For ſoldiers, if themſelves they lighted find, 
Will ſhift their fides as nimbly as the wind; 
He, that he might his duty not forſake, _ * 
Went to the king, and, ſoldier-like, thus ſpake: 
; 1 3 
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Thy faithful ſervants, who have riſk'd their lives, 
© Thee to preſerve, thy children, and thy wives, 
Thou ſhamed haſt, by ſhewing thou extends, 
More love to enemies than to thy friends; 
Thy carriage this day ſhews thou doſt not heed 
© Or prince, or ſervant ; for in very deed, 

If Abſalom had liv'd, it's plainly ſeen, 
And we all dy'd, thou had'ſt well pleaſed been. 
© Wherefore ariſe, go forth, and kindly ſpeak 

© Unto thy ſervants, elſe away they'll break 

© Before the morning; for I boldly dare 

* Unto thee, by the God of Iſrael ſwear, 
That if thou come not in the people's ſight; 

© There will not tarry one with thee this night; 
* And that will be worſe to thee, I avow, 
Than all the evil thou haſt felt till now.” 


By this bold ſpeech, perhaps more neceſſary 
Than either decent, or diſcreet and wary, 
Joab ſo rouz'd the king, that off he threw. 
His wailing fit ; and-being a prince that knew, 
To his condition how to ſuit his hand, 


And to oblige, as well as to command, 
He haſten'd down unto the city gate, 


And there, as heretofore,” in publick fate ; 

Which known, the people who before had fled, 
Each to his tent, as if they had no head, 

Now flock unto him, and with deaf*ning ſound 
Of joyful acclamations him ſarround. TR 4 


* 
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And now a gallant 'emalation roſe 
Amongſt the tribes, each to be foremoſt choſe,. 
In ſhewing their affection to the king, 
And ſtriving him in triumph home to bring, 
This firſt among thoſe men of Isr*el fell, 
*Tis thought, whom Abſalom had made rebel, 
Who that they might wipe off the guilt and ſtain 
Of that foul crime, and eredit fo regain, 
Spurr'd one another on, and ſeem'd to vie 
Which ſhould moſt ſignalize his loyalty 
In bringing back the king, whom now they praiſe, 
Recount his merits, and admire his ways. 


But Judah, his own tribe, too back ward were. 
And too regardleſs of the common care; | 
This drowſy negligence did grieve the king; 
That therefore them, he to a ſenſe might bring 
Of what became them, he a meſſuge ſends 
To Zadoek and Abiathar his friends, 
Commanding they ſhould to the elders ſpeak- | 
From him, and thus the matter to them break: 


© Why are ye to bring back the king the laſt ?- 
© Why ye ſo ſlow, when others run ſo faſt? 
Have ye forgot that ye my brethren are, 
My bones and fleſh, ſo have a greater ſhare- 
In me than others? Why do ye let lip 
The ſeaſon, and let others you out- trip 
In love and loyalty? 'This caution take, 
And to yourſelves advantage of it make.“ 
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He bid them alſo to Amaſa ſay, 
(Amaſa, gen'ral but the other day 
Of all the rebels). Art not thou to me 
© A kinfman near by conſanguinity ? 
Return to thy allegiance'without dread, 
And be my general in Joab's ſtead.” 5 


By theſe and other ſuch engaging arts, 
He wrought ſo ſtrongly on the people's hearts, 
That Judah, ſenſible they had been ſlack, 
Now haſten'd to him, to conduct him back. 


Got over Jordan, Shimei was the firſt, 
(Shimei, by whom he was ſo lately curs'd, 
And rudely treated) who, the tide thus turn'd 
Contrary to his expectation, mourn'd, 
Or ſeem'd to mourn ; perhaps the crafty knave 
Might ſorrow feign, his guilty head to ſave; 
His guilt and danger now impell'd him in, 
To beg king David's pardon for his fin. 


He, therefore, puſhing in with Judah, led 
A thouſand Benjamites, himſelf the head, 

Jo ſbew, perhaps, what intereſt he had, 
(Which was the worſe in one that was ſo bad) 
Or if occaſion were, his cauſe to plead, - 

And for him with the king to intereede; 
This traitor was the firſt who met the king, 
And on his knees Peccavi thus did fing : 
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Let not my gracious lord, the king, faid he, 

* Impute this day iniquity to me, 
Nor bear in mind what I perverſly ſaid, 
And did againſt him, when he was betray'd, 
For I thy fervant know, that I therein 

* Am guilty of an execrable fin, 

© Therefore I, with the firſt, am hither come 

Jo wait upon my lord, and bring him home; 

Pardon, my lord, O king, my fault, I pray, 

Let me find merey at thine hand this day,” 


% 
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Before the king could any anſwer make, SO 
Abiſhai, Zerviah's forward ſon thus ſpake : e 
* What, ſhall not Shimei be put to death | 
That rebel Shimei ! who with pois'nous breath, 
Did rail upon and curſe the Lord's anointed ; | _ 
* What leſs than death can be to him appointed ! 


This ſounded harſhly in good David's ear, 
And that to him he quickly made appear; 
© For what,“ ſaid he, © have I with you to do, 
© Ye buſy ſons of Zerviah, that you, 
On all occaſions, till contrive to. be, 
As much as in you lies, averſe from me? N 
Shall any man be put to death this day 
© In [ſrael? The Lord, and I, ſay nay; 
For have not I, think ye, good cauſe to know, 
That I ſo lately near an overthrow, 
Still king of Iſrael am, by Heaven's grace; 
Which ſhould with you, as well as me, have place; 
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For ſince the Lord this day doth me reſtore 
* Unto the throne on which J ſat before, 

It ought to be a day of thankful joy, 
Which no ſad execution ſhould annoy.; 
Then turning unto Shimei, Thou,“ ſkid he, 
* $halt not be put to death for this by me. 
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CHAPTER I. 


MONG the reſt, whom love or int'reſt drew, 


To meet the king, falſe Ziba came, who knew, 


When once his maſter came in David's ſight, 

lis baſe deceit would then be brought to light; 
That therefore he might ſtill retain the place 
He had by falſehood gain'd in David's grace, 
He with his fifteen ſons, and twenty men, 

Came with pretence to bring him home again. 


But now Mephiboſheth, (who being lame, 
Was not ſo nimble) in due ſeaſon came, 
To clear himſelf from Ziba's falſe report, 
And on the wretch his treachery retort. 


When David afk'd, Why went thou not with me, 


* Mephiboſheth ?* « My lord, O king,“ ſaid he, 
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My faulty ſervant, Ziba, me deceiv'd, 
And helpleſs me, he of his help bereav'd ;. 
© T order'd him to ſaddle me an aſs, 
* That I thereon unto the king might paſs, 

© Not able elſe to go; away he lipt, 
And me of means to follow wholly ſtript. 
Nor is that all; but he hath flander'd too 
© Thy ſervant to my lord, with words untrue, 
But well I know, my lord, the king, is wiſe, 
Do therefore what ſhall ſeem good in thine eyes; 
] plead no merit, all I have I place 
* To the account of thine abundant grace.” 


Enough,“ reply'd the king, © my word ſhall ſtand, 
* Thou and thy ſervant ſhall divide the land.“ 


Thus having wrong'd-Mephiboſheth before, 
In ſtripping him, unheard, of all his tore, 
"That wrong he by a ſomewhat leſs wrong ſalves, 
And doth the wrong*d man juſtice but by halves. 


;Mephiboſheth not only was moſt clear 

From Ziba's charge, as plainly-did appear, 

But alſo had ſo true a mourner been 

For David's trouble, that he ne'er was ſeen 

To dreſs his feet, tho' lame, nor trim his beard, | 
Nor in clean linen ever had appear'd * Ry: 
To cheer his body, from the very day 
Pn which the. king diſtreſſed went away, | 
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Until the day he came again; which made 
His caſe the harder, being duly weigh'd; . 
Yet he, good man, for joy the king was come 
In peace and ſafety to his royal home, 

Regardleſs what might to himſelf befall, 

Cry'd, © Ay, let Ziba, if he will, take all.” 


We heard before of certain men that came 
To bring the king ſupplies at Mahanaim, 
Of theſe Barzillai was, the Gileadite, 
Who did the king ſupport with great delight; 
The ſenſe whereof did ſo affect the king, 
That to Jeruſalem he fain would bring | 
The good old man, that there he might have ſhew'd 
The higheſt marks of royal gratitude, 


But good Barzillai did to go refuſe, 
And by his hoary age himſelf excuſe; - _ _ 
am,“ faid he, full fourſcore years of age, 
And therefore, with good reaſon, may preſage, 
My days cannot be many; I am paſt | 
© The pleaſures of a court; I cannot taſte 
My food with reliſh; twere an overſight, 
© For me in vocal muſick to delight, 
My ears too heavy to diſtinguiſh ſounds, 
And me the harbinger of death ſurrounds; : 
Why then ſhould I a further burthen be 
« Unto my lord the king? O no! let me 
Wait on thee over Jordan, and return 
s Unto my city, and my parent's urn, 
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That there, amongſt my people, I may die, 
And in my parentsꝰ ſepulchre may lie; 

But, lo, my fon, thy ſervant Chimham, he 

* Shall wait upon my lord, and always be 

At thy command; him to thee I commit, 

And thou may iſt do to him what thau thinks fit.” 


That T'll perform,” ſaid David, and to thee 
Will give beſides what thou ſhalt aſk of me.” 
This ſaid, the good old man he kindly kiſt, 

And, with his royal bleſſing, him diſmiſt. 


Then march'd he on, attended very well 


: By Judah, and one half of Iſrael, 


That half or part, be it ſuppoſed to be, 
Which was not from the late rebellion free, 


And therefore now would more ofhcious ſeem 


That they their ſhaken credit might redeem. 


But now again a freſh contention roſe 
Between them, Which of friends ſoon made them foes, 


Theſe men of Iſrael could not now contain 
Their anger, but did to the king complain 
Of j udah, that they ſtole from them the king, 


That they alone might him o' er Jordan bring; 


The ground of which they did not underſtand, 
And therefore did their reaſons now demand, 
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The men of Judah briſkly anſwer'd thus: 
«© Becauſe the king is near a- kin to us.'— 
More briſk than true.— David indeed was ſo, 
But not as king; kings are a-kin, we know, 
]Jo all their ſubjects, and alike to all | 
That faithful are to them, both great and ſmall.” 
« Why,” added Judah,,* do ye then contend ? 
We did our duty without ſelſiſn end, 
We neither eat at the king's charge, nor yet 
Receiv'd from him a gift or benefit?” 


* But we, the men of Iſrael reply d. 

Have that to ſay which will the cauſe decide, 
For we have ten parts in the king, While you 
Cannot pretend, at moſt, to more than-two zz 
Why then, ſince we the greater number are, 
Did ye deſpiſe us, and proceed ſo far 

As to bring back our ſov'reign lord the king 

« Without conſulting us, and thereby bring 
Contempt upon us? Thus they brawl and chide, 
And toſs the fiery ball from ſide to fide; 

Put Judah's words, in this comtention, fell 


More hot and fierce than thoſe of Iſrael. 
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HOW needful *tis hot anger to ſuppreſs, 
Wrath to repel, for wrath is all exceſs ! 
Not to give way to paſſion; nor too high 
Reſent an apprehended injury; 


' + +» Much leſs to let the tongue, upon debate, 


Break looſe in words which may exaſperate; 
For often words, like flint and ſteel, ſtrike fire, 
And thereby the contention raiſe the higher: 
So have I ſeen, what from a ſparkle came, 
Blown by hot breath into a furious flame. 


Thus, in the preſent conteſt, it befell 
The men of Judah, and of Iſracl; 
The men of Iſrael did reſent too high 
A ſlight offence ; ' Judah at them let fly 
A thund'ring volley, in ſuch cutting words, 
As wounded deeper than the ſharpelt (words, 
And made the Iſraelites almoſt repent 
That &er to wait upon the king they went, 


This being obſerv'd by Sheba, Bichri's ſon, 
A Benjamite, who thither that day run 
Among the reſt, not willing to let go 
So fit a time his factious mind to ſhow z 
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He blew a trumpet, and each Iſraelite 
To freſh rebellion did thus invite: 


No part have we in David, nor poſſeſs 
We any ſhare now in the fon of Jed”; 
© Wherefore, O Iſrael, to your tents betake 
Vourſelves forthwith, and J eſſe's ſon forſake,” 


So ſpake this man of Belial, and ſo did 
The men of Iſrael, ſtraight away they ſhd 
From David, and with nimble paces run 
Aſter rebellious Sheba,. Bichri's ſon; 
But Judah clave entirely to their king, 
And him in honour ſafely home did bring. 4 
. ha 
When thus return'd, the ſirſt thing by him done 
Was to ſhut up thoſe concubines his ſon 
Defiled had; to whom he did allot 
Fit maintenance, but thenceforth us'd them not. 


That done, he did Amaſa to him call, 
Whom he deſign'd to make his general, 
And bid him all the men of Judah raiſe, 
And draw them up before him in three days, 
Away Amaſa went, but longer ſtaid, r 
Although what haſte he could, he doubtleſs mats: 3 
The king, uneaſy at Amaſa's ſta yggr. 
As knowing danger riſes from delay, n 
Abiſhai to him call'd, and bid him take 
The forces ready; after Sheba make 
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With all the ſpeed be could, leſt he ſhould get 
The fenced towns his treaſon to abet. 


Out march'd Abiſhai, leading Joab's men, 
The Cherethites and Pelethites ; but when, 
Upon the way Amaſa in did fall, 

He took the chief command as general. 


Joab, not by the king expreſsly ſent, 
Yet loving action, with his ſoldiers went, 
And envying Amaſa, as indeed Ne 
He envy'd all who might himſelf ſucceed, 
He manag'd ſo, that from its ſheath, his ſword 
Dropp'd unawares, as of its own accord, 
And quick as tho' he would not feem to ſtand, 
He ſnatch'd it up, and bore it in his hand. 


Amaſa ſaw it, but ſuſpected not 
That jo'b therein againſt him had a plot; 
For taking it to be an accident, 
He was, for his own ſafety, leſs intent. 
Joab advanc'd, and,. under feigned ſhow 
Of kindneſs, aſk'd him, Brother, how doſt do? 
And kifling him, moſt treach*rouſly the while, 
A deadly wound he gave him with a ſmile; 
Out dropp'd his bowels, Were Amaſa lay, 
Welt'ring in gore amidſt the publick way. 
So dy'd a great and valiant man; ſo fel}, 
By treachery, a prince in Iſrael. 
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On Joab with Abiſhai went in queſt 

Of Sheba, leaving one to tell the reſt, a 

That he who favour'd Joab, and who was | 

For David, after Joab on ſhould paſs ; ' 
Which, notwithſtanding, as the men drew nigh 

The place where. murder'd Amafa did lie, 

They made an halt, nor would a ſtep advance, 

But gazing ſtood, like people in a trance; 

Which one obſerving, quickly, as behov'd, 

Amaſa's corps out of the way remov*d;. 

Into a field, and cover'd it; which done, 

The warlike people after Joab run. 


Sheba, meanwhile, thro? all the tribes. had pat. 
And. to the city Abel came at laſt, 
His kindred. Beerites jom'd: him on the way. 
To ſhare with him the fortune of the day. 


Here Sheba fix'd,. the place was fortifyd; 

| Here Jo'b beſieg'd. him, and his force apply d. 
Sheba within reſolves, but all in vain, 
The town againſt th* aſſailants to maintain; 
The ſiege grows hot, the engines ſhake the wall, 
The next aſſault is like to make it fall; 
Which done, the fur'ous. ſoldiers ſtraight anhin. 

With ſword in hand, and fo the city win; 2 | 

Unthinking, in their heat the people ſlay, Si X% 
And, afterwards, they ſeize upon the prey. JW 
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Foreſeeing this, a prudent city-dame, 

Straight to prevent it, on the bulwark came, 
And cry'd to.the befiegers, * Hear, O hear, 

© And ſpeak, I pray, to Joab, to come near, 

© That we may treat a little. Straight he came, 
Not thinking much to parley with a dame; 

Rough, tho* he was, ſhe his attention won, 

An ancient cuitom urging, thus begun: 


In old time they,“ ſaid ſhe, were wont to ſay,. 
At Abel ſurely, they will counſel pray; 
And fo the matter ended. Thus ſhe tripp'd 
This bold commander, who, thro? haſte, had ſlipp'd: 
The law of heraldry*, which did provide | 
That peace ſhould firſt be offer'd, fair means try'd, 
Before a fiege was laid ; which had he done, 
He needed not this hoftile courſe have run, 


Thus having gently pinched him, becauſe: 
He had not well obſerv'd the fecial laws, 
She told him, though her citizens and ſhe, 
Both faithful were and peaceable, yet he 
Sought to deſtroy a city, known full well 
To be a mother too in Iſrael. 
Then ad him, how he could the fiege advance 
"© ſwallow up the Lord's inheritance. 

* 

This ſtartled Joab. · Far be it from me, 

That I unjuſtly ſhould deſtroy !? ſaid he, 
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The matter is not ſo ; but ye protect 

A rebel who king David doth reject, 

* The ſon of Bichri, Sheba is his name, 

* To you, and all true Iſraelites a ſhame ; 

© Dehver him alone, and I in pity | 
To you will raiſe my ſiege, and free your city.” 1 


Nay,“ ſaid the woman, fſure if that be all, 
His guilty head we'll throw thee o'er the wall.“ 
Then to her citizens the woman went, 
And did to them ſo wiſely repreſent | 
The caſe, their danger; which fo cloſe ſhe put, 
That from his ſhoulders Sheba's head they cut, 
And it immediately to Joab threw ; 
Who ſeeing that, a peaceful trumpet blew z 
They rais'd the ſiege, and to their tents retir'd, _ 
And much the matron's wiſdom all admir'd. 


CH AP: 11k 


THESE two rebellions quell'd, which of late 
Gave ſuch diturbance to the civil ſtate, N 
The court new-modell'd was, removes were made 
Of miniſters, ſome old afide were laid, 

Only fierce Joab, who was now more bold, 
Than welcome to the king, his place will hold. 
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A ſtanding army David muſter'd then, 


Conſiſting of three hundred thouſand men, 


Which into twelve brigades divided were, 


Anſwering to the twelve months of the year; 

In each brigade were twice twelve thouſand, and 
A thouſand officers did them command; 

Theſe took their turns, in times of peace, to be 
A month on duty, and eleven free; 

And as their month return'd, in ev'ry year, 
Did each brigade at court, in arms, appear; 
But all, in time of war, did ready ſtand, 

On ſound of trumpet, to obey command; 

Theſe to the field king David often drew, 

His enemies, on all ſides, to ſubdue. ; 


Four fields he with the Philiſlines did fight, 
To each of which they brought a-man of might, 
An Anakim, one of Goliath's race, 
Whom David's warriors did not only chaſe, 
But ſingle- handed did them fingly ſlay, 


And, each time bore the victory away, 


We read of Britiſh Arthur, and his table 
Of warlike knights (which ſome account a fable) 
But grant it true: they never might compare 
With David's worthies, as their deeds declare ; 
Which whoſo liſts, may, if he pleaſe to look, 
Read at his leiſure in the ſacred book. | 
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Not leſs concern'd was this pious king 
God's honour to promote, his praiſe to ſing, 
Advance his worſhip, celebrate his name, 
And others, with like godly zeal inffame. 


% 


The ark of God, which long before had been 
The ſcorn and ſcourge of the proud Philiſtine, 
And with Abinadab had fince remain'd, 

Who, for his entertaining it, had gain'd 

Great bleſſings from the Lord; the zealous king, 
With Ifracl and Judah, went to bring 

Unto Jeruſalem, but, through miſtake, 

Erring, the ſacred law they plainly brake, 

The Levites, ſons of Kohath, ought to bear 
The ark upon their ſhoulders ; they to ſpare 
Their ſhoulders, learning the Philiſtian art, 
Stick not to clap the ark into a cart; 

God's ark they truſt to ſtumbling oxen, which 
Might have the ark o'erthrown into a ditch; 
The oxen ſtumbling, caus'd the ark to ſhake, 
Well-meaning Uzzah care thereof doth take, 
Puts forth his hand, and holds it leſt it fall, 
And inſtant dies, which terrifies them all, 


The Lord's a ſovereign prince, and won't permit 
That man ſhall vary from his law/ a whit; | 
The law was plain and eaſy, all muſt ſay, 

The fault upon the Levites only lay, 
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Diſpleas'd was David, that through their defau't, 

This ſudden death was on poor Uzzah brought; 

And ſince the ſtroke by Gop himſelf was giv'n, 
Much David fear'd the Majeſty of heav'n, 

Leſt of the matter he ſhould diſapprove, 

As well as manner, e'en the ark's remove; 

Not daring therefore at that time to bring 

The ark unto Jeruſalem, the king 

Left it at Obed-Edom's, who was bleſt, 

During the time the ark with him did reſt. 


But threc months after, on maturer thought, 

The ark into Jeruſalem was brought, 

In its due order, and was placed there, 

In a fair tent which David did prepare; 

For he, before he would attempt again, 

What he before had enterpriz'd in vain, 

Convening prieſts and Levites, did declare, 
None but the Levites ought the ark to bear; 

B'ing therefore charg'd themſelves to ſanctify, 

That to the ark they ſafely might draw nigh, 

And take it up; which had they done before, 

They had not ſuffer'd what they now deplore ; 

Then on thev go, and as they go, rejoice, 

Accomp'nying inſtruments with ſound of voice. 


But none, of all the company more glad, 
Appear'd to be than David, who was clad 
Ins linen-ephod, and did leap and dance 7 
Before the ark with joy ful countenance, 
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Queen Michal, in his dancing, David ſpies, 

And, looking on him with diſdainful eyes, 

Brake forth in taunting terms; for which ſhe was 

Condemn'd her life in barrenneſs to paſs: By 

Sore puniſhment indeed! which her did bind 

From bearing him who was to ſave mankind, | 

The ark thus brought, and, with triumphant grace 

And due devotion, ſettled in its place, 

The pious king, who did before it dance, 

Now ſtudied how God's honour to advance. 


The prieſts and Levites he diſpos'd in courſes, 
As he before had done his martial forces, 
To each his proper ſervice he aſſign d, 
Which they ſhould execute with willing mind ; 
Some to burnt-offerings and ſacrifices, 
With ntes belonging to thoſe exerciſes ; 
On inſtruments of muſick fome to play, 
And praiſe the Lord upon each ſolemn day; e] 
To prayer ſome ; ſome to give thanks, ſome bleſs | 
The Lord, and ſeek his wonders to expreſs, 


Nor bald he here; his right religious mind, 3 
To build an houſe for Iſrael's God inclin'd ; we 
A ſacred temple he deſign'd to build, | 
Which with majeſtick glory ſhould be fill'd, 


This 3 — of his 8 heart, 
The pious king to Nathan did impart; 


* 
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The godly prophet, of the motion glad, 

That he might ſtrength to his intentions add, 

Too haftily, without command, ſaid, © Go, 
And what is in thine heart to do, that do, 

For God is with thee.” The good man in this, 

Through ſtrong deſire to have it done, did miſs, 


For that ſame night the Lord his prophet bid 
Go tell his ſervant David (which he did) 
That in-thine heart it was, an houſe to raiſe 
To me, wherein to celebrate my praiſe, 
© 1 take it well; but therefrom thou art freed, 
© Thy will, by me, is taken for the deed ; 
Thou ſhalt not build the houſe, for thou haſt led 
Great armies to the field, much blood haſt ſhed ; 
But when thy head is laid, a peaceful king, 
Who of thy ſeed, and from thy loins ſhall fpring, 
Shall build my houſe, which muſt be built in peace: 
© Who builds for God, from war and blood mult ceaſe. 


Submiſſive David, with an humble mind, 
Intirely to the will of God reſign'd, 
In ſolemn manner did to God expreſs 
His hearty thanks, and his great Name did bleſs ; | 
And ill, with diligence himſelf apply d, 
Materials for the building to provide; 
Gold, ſilver, precious ſtones, braſs, iron, wood 
Of divers ſarts; whatever ſcemed good 
For choiceſt uſe, he in abundance ſtor d:; 
Won from his enemies by dint of ſword ; 
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To which he added fo much of his own, 

As drew his princes, when it once was known, 
Chief fathers, captains, rulers, to expreſs, - 
By their free offerings, their thankfulneſs ; 

All which the king to Solomon demis'd, 

With ſuch inſtruction as the Lord advis'd, 
Aſſigning to each part its proper ule, 

To build and ornament the ſacred houſe, 


S 
CHAP. W. 
* 
DURING the reign of David, there had been, 
Three years ſucceſſively, no eaſe between, 
A raging famine, which did fore oppreſss 
The Iſraelites, and brought them to diſtreſs, 


- 
. 
oy 


The long duration of this pinching dearth, * / 

Which pin'd the people, and defac'd the earth, 

Made David of the Lord the cauſe inquire, 

Which againſt Iſrael had provok'd his ire. 
The anſwer was, It was for faithlefs Saul ß, 
And for his bloody houſe, this plague did falt 
Upon the people; which perhaps was due. 
Since by their help, the Gibeonites he flew. - 


How, when, or why, he did this fat commit, 
Is not deliver'd in the ſacred writ; ; 
a 
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We only read, be did it in his zeal 
For Iſrael's and Judah's common - weal. 


5 Some think it was when he the witches flew, 

1 And ſought t' exterminate th' inſernal crew; 
Though when e'en that was done, is not ſo clear 
From holy writ, to be aſcertain'd here, 


The Gibeonites were not of Iſrael, 
Altho' they with the Iſraelites did dwell 
They of the Amorite, a remnant were, 
A people Iſrael's ſword was not to ſpare ; 
Which they fore knowing, by a-crafty wile, 
Good Joſkua and the princes did beguile. 


_ Theſe, feigning that ambaſſadors they came 

From a far country, did a ſtory frame, | 
That they ſo long had on their journey been, 

That their proviſions, which was plainly ſeen, _ 
Were grown corrupt; their bread which hot from home 
They ſaid they brought, was mouldy now become; 
Old leathery, bottles rent and bound they ſhew, 

Which they affirm'd, when they fer out, were new; 
Their tatter'd clothes, and clouted ſhoes, did make 
The Iſraelites give heed to what they ſpake; 

And, being by this ſtratagem betray'd, 
An unadviſcd league they with them made, 


„„ 
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To let them live ; and all the princes ſware. _ 
By Iſrael's God, whoſe juſtice will not ſpire _ 
The man or people, that in vain ſhall take . 
His ſacred name, but them examples make, 


Well near four hundred years this league was kept 
Tnviolate, till all the judges flept, 
And the good prophet Samuel was gone 

To reſt, and wicked Saul yet fill'd the throne x 
And probably it was not very long 

Before his end he did this curſed wrong 
For had it early been, it may be thought, ” 
The puniſhment had in his time been brought. 


When now. king David, on inquiry, knew 
What *twas that on the land this judgment drew, 
He call'd the Gibeonites,. and. bid them fay 
What they would have him do to take away. | 
The guilt of blood;. and how. he might atone. 
For the injuſtice Saul to-them had done ;: 

That ſatis faction given, they might bleſs 
The Lord's inheritance with ſuch ſucceſs, 
That he appeaſed,. might his heavy hand: | 


. 
* 


Remove, and ſmile again upon the land); 
For juſtice God regards; and therefore he,. 
How low fo'er. the wronged party bez. 4 
Will righted have, before he wall remove | 10 
The rod wherewith he doth chaſliſe in lobe. 


The Gibeonites reply'd, © Its not our will, 
That for our ſakes, thon any man ſhould kill 
; * 3 


© In Iſrael; nor Saul's poſſeſſions crave; 
The only thing which we deſire to have, 
The man who us ſo cruelly annoy'd, 
And who would us entirely have deſtroy'd ;: 
© Let ſeven of his ſons, without delay 

© Deliver'd be to us, that them we may 
Hang up in Gibeah, unto the Lord.“ 

To their demand king David did accord. 


Small choice he had, out of Saul's houſe to take 
Sev'n men, atenement for Saul's fin to make; 
Mephiboſheth, he had a ſpecial care, 

For Jonathan his father's fake, to ſpare; 
Having regard to friendſhip, and the “ oath, 
Which long before had paſs'd between them both. 


Of all Saul's ſon, but two were now alive; 

Unhappy they, that they did him ſurvive, 

To undergo an ignominious death a 

For his offence; of theſe Mephiboſheth 

The younger was; Armoni was the other, 

Both ſons of Rizpah, their afflicted mother; 

Five ſons of Merab, to make up the tale, 

He pitch'd upea. Merab might well bewail- 

Her double lofs ; of David firſt, and then 

Of her five ſons, a ſet of proper men; 

For had ſhe married David, which of right 

She ſhould have done, "ſhe, without queſtion, might. 
ion ; te] 


N. * 1 Sam. X. 42. 
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Have ſtill enjoy'd her ſons, herſelf have been 
A joyful. mother and an happy queen. | 
The number thus complete, the king commands 
They ſhould be given up into the hands 

Of the wrong'd Gibconites ;- they, in a word, 
Hang'd them up man by man, before the Lord. 


This needful execution being done, 
When barley-harveſt was but new begun, 
And the dead bodies being to remain 
Unburied, till the Lord, by ſending rain, 
(The want of which was the next cauſe of dearth) 
Should his acceptance ſhew, and bleſs the earth :. - 
Religious Rizpah, that ſhe might defend 
Theſe uninterred bodies, did attend 
During the time, as well by night as day, 
That neither bird nor beaſt might on them prey 3- / 
For which end, on the rock where they lay dead, 
She a pavilion. did of ſackeloth ſpread. 


' Which pious act of hers, when David: leur, 
After the Lord propitious had appear d. 
He took the bones of Saul, which did _ 

At Jabeſh.Gilead, where they long had lain, 
Together with the bones of Jonathan, 
His noble friend, a brave and worthy man, 
And gathering up the bones of theſe, who now 
Had hanged been, he on them did beſtow. 
A funeral, and did them all inter 


In Kiſh, their father's proper ſepulchre. 
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Which done, according to the king's com and, 
The Lord was pleas'd again to bleſs the land. 


WIIEN now the Lord had his anointed bleſt, 
As well with inward peace as outward reſt, 
Having ſubdu'd his enemies,. and made 
His neighbours round about him all afraid 
Him to offend; ſo that he now could ſay 
Unto his friends, This is the happy day 
The Lord hath made; let us with tuneful voice, 
And thankful heart, in this his day rejoice,” 


When to. this peaceful ſtate the happy king 
Had thus attain'd, that he could ſweetly ſing 
Pſalms of thankſgiving, while his fingers play ds, 
And on his harp melodious muſick made; | 
I be reſtleſs adverſary of mankind, 
Who miſchief always had to man deſign'd;, 

Envying th” happineſs which now befel, 

Under ſo good a king, poor Ifrael, 
Did with a thought his royal breaſt inſpire. 
Which quickly ſet both heart and. head:on fire 3; 


- 


* Pſalm, cxvili, 23, 
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It kindled in bim an ambitious mind 

To know his ſtrength, and ſtrongly him inclin'd, 
Uamindful of the Almighty's will, to dare, 

To number all the people fit for war, 


To Joab, therefore, as his general, 
He gave command to go and number all 
The people fit for war, in every tribe, 
And in a muſter- roll their names deſcribe, 
That be might thereby know (vain mind, alas!) 
How ſtrong in military force he was, 


The ſnare which David ſaw not, Joab ſaw 
And labour'd David from it to withdraw, 
But all in vain; the king was fully bent 
To have his will; Joab about it went | 
 Unwillingly; and, in ſome ten months time, 
Returning, ſhew'd the king his ſtrength and crime. 


For he no ſooner the account gave in, 
Put David, ſmitten in himſelf, his fin 
Confeſling, ſaid, © I fined greatly bare 
In that which I have done; and now I crave 8 . 
« Thy pardon, Lord; and do moſt humbly prays 
© That thou'lt be pleas'd to take my fin aways 
© Ah! fenſible I am, that herein 1 1 8 
« Have err'd, and done exceeding foolithly,.* . 


Next morning God, in high diſpleaſure, ſent 
His prophet to denqunce a puniſhment 
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To David for his fin. The prophet goes, 
And thus his meſſage doth to him diſcloſe : 
, 7 * 
Thus faith the Lord, three forts of puniſhment 

] ſet before thee, and am fully bent ; 

One of them to mflict ; but leave to thee 

The choice, which of them ſhall inflicted be; 

* Chooſe therefore one, which I to thee may do, 
For thy offence fhall not unpuniſh'd go. 

Shall ® three years more of famine in thy land, 
Which three years hath already ſuffer d, ſtand ? 
Or wilt thou, for three months together, flee 
Before thine enemies, and chaſed be? 

Or ſhall, throughout thy land, the peftitencs 

For three days rage, to puniſh thine offence ? * | 
Be now advis'd,” ſaid Gad, think well what word, 
I ſhall from thee return unto the Lord.“ 


Here the gradations fink, as it appears, 
From months to days, and unto months from years; 
Three months of bloody war, tis likely may 
2s raany as three: years of famine ſlay ; 
And three days peſtilence, accounted are 
'Fo equal three months of devouring war. - 


Great was the ſtrait poor David now was in; 
Ah! what but ſtraits attend preſumptuous fins ? 
Which of the three to chooſe he's unprepar'd : 
To chooſe was favour ; but the choice was hard. 


1 Chton. x11, 12. 
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Famine the land had felt too late before; 
That too would firft and moſt affect the poor, 
Himſelf it would not reach; to whom he knew 
The rod was chiefly, tho? not only, due, 


Like reaſon was of war. In perſon he 
Might be for three months time from danger free; 
Beſides, if Iſrael ſhould be beat, and fly - 

So long and oft, it might the enemy 
Embolden of their ſtrength, or cauſe to boaſt, 
And to blaſpheme the Lord, the God of Holts, 


Theſe therefore wav'd, the king reſolv'd at laft, 
Himſelf into the hand of God to caſt, 
Into the hand of God,“ ſaid he, let's fall, 
© And humbly unto him for mercy cal 
His mercy's great, I by experience know, | 
© He will, upon repentance, mercy ſhow : 
In him I truſt, to him, diſfreſs'd, I fly, 
And on his tender mercies I rely; 
© But let me not into the hands of man 
Be caſt, for he will do the worſt he can.“ 


The choice thus made, the peſtilence is ſent - 
Throughout the land, the angel ſwiftly went, 
Waving his faming fword, whereby there fell 
Seventy thonſand men in Iſrael, 
In three days time; but when the angel came 1 
To ſhake his blade againft Jeruſalem, © | 
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The royal city, the imperial ſeat, 

The cabinet of what was choice and great, 

The mournful king, with Iſrael's elders, clad 

In ſackcloth, with their countenances ſad, 

Fell on their faces at the dieadful fight 

Of that devouring blade, ſtretch'd out to ſmite 
The people; and the trembling king thus pour'd, 
His ſupplication forth before the Lord : 


Ah! am not I the man that gave command 
© The people ſhould be number'd thro? the land? 
© 'Tis even I, that did this fin commit, 

O that I only ſuffer might for it! | 

On me and on my houſe, O Lord, I pray, 

© Be pleas'd-for what remains, thy hand to lay! 

© But not upon the people in this city, 

Oh! on theſe harmleſs ſheep, I pray have pity, 
And let not them be plagu'd for my offence, 

© Accept my pray'r, regard their innocence.” 


This earneſt ſupplication heaven pierc'd, 
And the remainder of the doom revers'd ; 
The Lord repenting, to the angel ſaid, 
It is enough; now let thine hand be ſtaid.“ 


The angel ſtood, when this bleſt word was given, 
By Ornan's threſhing floor, twixt earth and heaven, 
And Ornan (or Araunah), when he ſpy'd 
The angel, ran with his four ſons to hide, 
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But David, be'ng by Gad inſtructed, went 
To buy the threſting- floor, with full intent 
To rear an altar in that very place 
Unto the Lord, and there to ſeek his face. 


Araunah looking forth, and ſee'ng the king 
Approaching, on the ground himſelf did fling, 
The cauſe inquiring, which had brought him chere, 
Which, in ſo great a prince, mult great appear. 


My buſineſs,” anfwer'd David, is to buy 
« Of thee thy threſhing- floor, that thereon I 
May raiſe an altar to the Lord, and fee 
If by peace-offerings he appeas'd will be; 
That fo, his juft diſpleaſure be'ng allay'd, 
* 'The plague inflited on us, may be ſtay'd? 


O,“ ſaid Araunah, let my lord the king 
Accept the ground, thou needeſt nothing bring; 
The oxen for burnt-offerings, and the wheat - 
Accept for the meat-off” ring, I entreat. 


The threſhing inſtruments may ſerve the turn, 


© Inſtead of wood, the of rings to burn; 
And mayſt thou by the Lord accepted be, 
As ſure as theſe are freely giv'n by me.“ 

« Nay, hold,” faid David, do not think that 1 
A begging came; I came indeed to buy, 
And buy I will, and that too at full price; 
What's not my own I will not ſacrifice, 


15 
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Nor will I that, for which I give no coſts, 
« Pretend to offer to the Lord of Hoſts.” - 


The price then ſet, and paid, an altar there 
King David to the Lord his God did rear, 
And thereon offer'd, to appeaſe the Lord, 
Burnt-of* rings, and peace-ofPrings, and implor'd 
His gracious pardon ; and the Lord, who knew 
That David's heart was right, his ſorrow true, 
VouchſaPd to anſwer him by fire, which came 
From heav'n upon the altar, in a flame; 
By which he ſhew'd his anger was appeas'd, 
And he with David's facrifice was pleas'd. 


Thus ceas'd the plague, with ſeventy thouſand lain, 
By which ſo many fewer did remain 
To ſerve the king; and tho? the Lord thought fir r 
To ſpare the man that did the ſin commit, 
Yet in his kingly ſtate, in part he dy'd, 
At leaſt was wounded through his people's ſide; 
For kings and ſubjects are cor - relatives, 
The one muſt die, unleſs the other lives. 
Herein, however, Divine Providence, 
Suited the puniſhment to the offence ; 
That fince of numbers David fain would boaſt, 
He of his number ſeventy thouſand loſt, 
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AE now, and the expence of blood in war, 
To weakneſs had reduc'd the king fo far, 

That though againſt the cold they did him arm 

With itore of clothes, they ſcarce could keep him warm; 

Wherefore they-for a fair young virgin ſought, | 

Whom, having found, unto the king they brought; 

Her name Abiſhag, ſhe a Shunamate, | 

Who on the king ſhould wait both day and night. 

She ſtood at hand, to ſerve him all the day, | 

And when night came, ſhe in his boſom lay; 

Whereby her natural heat ſhe did impart 

Unto the king, which did refreſh his heart, 

Thus led ſhe a concubinary life, "ANY: 

Yet did the king not know her as a wife, ___ 


His eldeſt ſon, then living, was a prince 
Of an aſpiring mind, who, ever ſince. 
The death of Abfalom, himſelf did hold | 
Heir to the crown, and thereupon grew bold; 
His name was Adonijah, which doth ſound 
A ruling lord, and ſuch he would be found; 
A-goodly man, for perſonage, was he, 
And from correction had been always free; 
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For the king's lenity to him was ſuch, 
He never had difpleaſed him fo much, 
As but to ſay unto him, —O my ſon, 
What is the cauſe thou ſo or ſo haſt done? 

He long had caft his eye upon the throne, 

As counting, if not calling, it his own; 
And reckon'd he ſuſtain'd no little wrong, 
In that his father ſat upon't ſo long; 
But now his father's age and feeble late, 
Made him reſolve he would no longer wait, 
But take poſſeſſion of the royal crown, 
Aſcend the throne, and thruſt his father down, 


In order thereunto, he did provide 
Chariots aud horſemen, for both guard and pride, 
And fifty men, who ſhould before him run, 
Like as his brother Abſalom had done, 


Then into the conſpiracy he drew 
Joab, his father's gen'ral, who he knew, 
Among the ioldi'ry, great intereſt had, 
And to his cauſe, could ftrength and credit add; 
Abiathar, the prieſt, he alſo got 
To join with him, and conſecrate his plot, 


Both he and Joab had food right before, 
When Abſalom rebelPd ; and to reſtore 
The king they labour'd hard, unto his crown 4 
What pity *twas they now the pail kick'd down, 


- . 


Joab, indeed, ſome colour might pretend 
For his defection; he might apprehend, 
Not without reaſon, ſince he loſt his place, 
He ſtood but looſely in the royal grace, 


But for the prieſt, no cauſe as yet we ſee, 
Which might, in his excuſe, alleged be; 
Unleſs it were, what among fuch doth run, 
An aptneſs to adore the riſing ſun ; 

David declin'd apace, ready to ſet, 

Young Adonijah ready up to get. 


The plot now being ripe, the time at hand, 
Wherein he meant all Iſrael to command, 
He made a royal feaſt, fat cattle flew, 
Both ſheep and oxen, and to it he drew 
His brethren, the king's ſons, ev'n ev'ry one 
Of them, excepting only Solomon; 
And with them Joab and Abiathar, 
And all the men of Judah, though they were 
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The king's own ſervants, and with them too moſt 80 


Of the brave captains of his father's hoſt, 


Who, when the wine their ſpirits did inflame, 


Should Adonijah, for their king, proclaim, 


Juſt in the nick, the prophet Nathan got 
The knowledge of this execrable plot, 


And wiſely weighing how he might prevent 


The dire effects thereof, away he went 


MY 
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Unto. Queen Bathſheba, and her ſurpriz ld 
Wich the relation of it; then advis'd a r 95 
Her to the king immediately to go, 

And open to the king, the matter ſo, 

That he danger deeply in may take, 

And to prevent it, due proviſion make. 

And, added he, whilſt thou yet ſpeaking art 

Uuto the king, I'll come and take thy part. 

Then her inſtructing, how ſhe ſhould begin 

The matter, he withdrew, and ſhe went in. 


Come to the preſence of the king, ſhe bow'd, 
After ſuch manner as they then allowed; 
And, being by the king aſt'd what ſhe would, 
She in ſuch terms as theſe, her buſineſs told: 
© Thou once, my lord, unto thine handmaid ſware, 
By the Almighty, who'doth witneſs bear, 
That after thee, thy ſervant Solomon 
Should reign and fit upon his father's throne ; 
Yet now behold; Adonyah doth reign, 
An@tethath onen, and fat cattle ſlain 
In great abundance,-and a feaſt hath made, 
To which thine other ſons are all betray'd, 
That they may own his title; th' only one 
Excluded, is thy ſervant Solomon ; 
But upon thee, my lord, O king, the eyes. 
Of Iſrael are, that thou, before thou dies, | 
Shbould'ſt plainly tell them who, when thou art gone, 
Shall thee ſucceed upon thy royal throne ; 
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* Which if to do, my lord the king ſhould fail, 
And Adonijah's treaſon ſhould prevail, 

When thou, my lord, ſhalt with thy fathers ſleep, 
* The thought whereof, occaſions me to weep, 


It then ſhall come to paſs, offenders we, 
My ſon and J, — then reputed be.“ 


While yet ſhe ſpake, the prophet Nathan came 
Into the anti-chamber ; and his name a 


Sent in, he did for quick admittance ſue, 
And, being introduc'd, the queen withdrew. 


The prophet quickly his obeiſance made, 
And to the king in haſte, abruptly ſaid, 

DPDoſt thou, my lord, O king, indeed ordainn, 
That Adonijah after thee ſhall reigg ?; 
Or haſt thou ſaid, When I to reſt am gone. 5 
« I will that he ſhall fit upon my throne? 1 
For he this day hath made a royal feaſtt, TY 
* And to it hath invited many a gueſt, 

All the king's ſons, except prince Solomon, 
* Unto his feaſt, at his requeſt, are gone; 
And Joab, with the captains of the hoſt, 
He doth careſs, not ſparing any coſt ; 
Nor is Abiathar the prieſt the leaſt 
Among his gueſts, to bleſs the trait'rous feaſt ;. 
« All whom, that he may richly entertain, 
Fed catile in abundance he hath ſlain, | 
© They eat, drink, ſing, loud acclamations give, : 
And cry, „Long may king Adonijah live.“ 


- 
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«© But me thy ſervant, and thy brighteſt ſon 

© (Beſt of thy ſons) the brave prince Solomon, 
He hath not called, nor Zadock the good prieſt, 

Nor yet Benajah, to his treach'rous feaſt. 

© Is this thing, by my Lord's appointment done, 

And to thy ſervant it thou haſt not ſhown ? 

Or hath aſpiring Adonijah choſe | 

* This time to ſeize the crown, and thee depoſe? 


He ſtopt. But what had been already ſaid, 
On David's mind a deep impreſſion made; 
He had not yet the ſad effects forgot, 
Of his ſon Abſalom's diſloyal plot, 
How hard it with him went, what dangers he 
Was in, how he was fain for life to flee ; 
Which now, ſo weak he was, he could not de, 
But muſt, whate'er befel him, undergo ; 
He therefore to this ſore reſolv'd t' apply 
A ſpeedy and effectual remedy. 


He therefore ſaid, Call Bathſheba to me:“ 
She ſoon appear'd with awful modeſty, 
And ſtood before him ; Nathan out was gone, 
Leaving the king and Bathſheba alone, 
To whom the king thus ſpake, and with an oath, 
Did what he ſaid confirm, between them both. - 


« As lives the Lord, who hath redeemed me 
From all diſtreſs, I now declare to thee, 
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* As I engaged ſolemnly before, 

When by the God of Ifrael I ſwore, 

* Aſluring thee, that Solomon thy ſon, 
Should me ſucceed, and fit upon my throne ; 
That will I certainly perform this day; 

* 'Thine eye ſhall ſee it done without delay.“ 


* 


* 


* 


The queen, moſt humble rev'rence having made, 
Only, Long live my lord king David,” ſaid. 
By which, we may ſuppoſe, ſhe wiſh'd that he 
Might ſtill reign on, and be from troubles free. 


But he, upon the matter more intent, 
For Zadock, Nathan, and Benajah ſent, 13 
To whom he gave in charge, that they ſhould' arg F 
Take of his ſervants, both for ſtrength and ſtate, 
Sufficient numbers, and ſhould cauſe his ſun 727! 
(The Lord's belov'd, Jediah) Solomann, 
On the king's mule, in royal pomp to rides, 
The prieſt and prophet walking by his fide, © 
With royal guards before him, and behind, | 
And all the people, that were-well.inclin'd, 
Until they came to Gihon's little ſtream, - , 
Which from the court parted Jeruſale. 
© Let Zadock there, and Nathan him andint. 
For him I, king o'er Iſrael appoint; = >... 1 
Said David, in my ſtead, upon my throne -. 
To lit, and henceforth take it for his'own« - 
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And when he is anointed, forthwith ſound 
The trumpet, and let all the people round, 
* With joyful acclamations, call upon | 
The Lord, and ſay, God ſave king Solomon ;” 
Then bring him up, that he, as I ordain, 
May over Iſrael and Judah reign.” 


Amen, ' reply'd Benajah; and, O may 
Thy gracious God Amen unto it ſay; 
As with my lord the king, the Lord hath been, 
© So may he too with Solomon be ſeen ; 
* And may his throne tranſcend thy throne as far 
As other thrones to thine inferior are,* 


This ſaid, away they all together go, 
Zadock the prieſt, Nathan the prophet too, 
Captain Benajah with the king's life guard, 
The Cherethites and Pelethites, prepar'd 
The king's command to execute, and thoſe 
To ſlay who ſhould them in the work oppoſe. 


The prieſt, out of the tabernacle took 
An horn of oil, and down to Gihon-brook 
They lead prince Solomon in royal fate ; 
Prieſt, prophet, people, gladly on him wait; 
And there the prieſt, upon his princely head, 
From out his horn, the ſacred oil did ſhed; 
The trumpet then was blown, and thereupon © © 
The people cty'd, © God fave king Solomon.“ 
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Their throats were then diſtended, and the ſound 
Of trumpets was by that of voices drown'd ; 
Triumphant noiſes through the air did break, 

And their tranſporting joys did loudly ſpeak ; 

Such acclamations made, ſuch ſhouts were giv'n, 

As ſeem'd to rend the earth, and pierce th' heav'n. 


CHAP. VII. 


BY this time Adonijah, and the reſt 
Who-had been entertained at his feaſt, 
Their banquet paſt, were ready now to bring 
Him forth in publick, to proclaim him king; 
Buoy'd up with confidence of their ſacceſs, 
A prieſt attending them the work to bleſs, 
And the old gen'ral Joab at their head, 
The military forces up to lead; 
When, on a ſudden, the rebounding eis 
Of Solomon's attendance, them ſurpriaae 
They heard and ſtarted ; and the more they bear, 10 
. 'The more they're with amazement ſtruck, and tear. 
What, ſaid old Joab, when he heard the found ._ ©; 
Of trumpets, and the ſhouts which trumpets * 
: May we ſuppole the cauſe of this when —_—_ 
© The city in an uproar ſeems to me.” 
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While he yet ſpake, came one unto the door, 
Who had been proling out ſome time before, 
Jonathan, who was ſon unto the prieſt 
Abiathar, of traitors not the leaſt, 

Who having been abroad upon the ſcout, 
Had ſeen the work the city was about, 


Him, Adonijah ſeeing, ſaid, Come in, 
And tell us what the matter is.— Begin, 
For thou a man of noted valour art, 
And uſually good tidings doſt impart ; 
© Say, what's the bus'neſs ??—* Ah, alas! ſaid he, 
My tidings now will not be good to thee ; 
For, verily, our lord king David now 
* Hath Solomon made king.“ Then told him how, 
Were, and by whom it managed had been, 
And what relating to't, he'd heard or ſeen; 
Adding, the people's joy for their new king, 
They ſo expreſs d, as made the city ring; 
And that the noiſe is, which ye now have heard, 
The cauſe of which is juſtly to be fear'd, 
For Solomon now on the throne doth fit, 
And doth to every one what he thinks fit.“ 


At this report, the gueſts were all 1 
And flipt away; not one amongſt them ſtaid 
With Adonijah. He, as well he might, 
Deſerted thus, fled in a grievous fright 
Unto the altar, of 1 its horns laid hold, 
| * that ſacred place now, as of old 
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It had to others dene, might him protect; 
At leaſt till he might other means project, 
His pardon to obtain. This being laid 
Before king Solomon, he thereon ſaid, 

© If he himſelf a worthy man will ſhew, 
There ſhall for this no puniſhment enſue ; 
© But if hereafter he again ſhall try 

« Ill practices againſt me, he ſhall die,“ 
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Then Solomon ſent meſſengers to bring = 
Him from the altar down unto the king ; _ 
He came, and to the king himſelf did bow, | | 
Which ſhew'd he did his ſov'reignty allow; 

The king diſmiſſing him, this only ſaid, 
Go to * houſe, do well, and ben't afraid.” 


This gentle dealing th' ancient king approv'd, 
No doubt, becauſe Adonijah he lov'd; 
And, therefore, probably was glad to ſee 
In- his ſucceſſor ſo much lenity ; 
Which made him; when his courtiers came to wait 
Upon him, and. with joy congratulate 
This great deliv'rance, bow himſelf, and ſay, 
. © Bleſt be the Lord, ev'n Iſrael's God this. day, 
Who, whilſt Pm living, hath vouchſafed one 
Of mine own ſons to fit upon my throne.” 
The ſenſe whereof did make this godly king, 
Unto the Lord, his Nunc dimittis ſing. 
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And now the days of David drawing nigh, ® 


Wherein, by courſe of nature, he ſhould die, 
He of king Solomon his leave did take, 


And unto him he thus at parting ſpake : 


© I go the way of all the earth} ſaid he, 

Be ſtrong, and let the man appear in thee. 
God's ſacred charge obſerve-throughout thy days, 
And walk uprightly in his holy ways; 

His ftatutes keep, his high commands obey, 
His judgments dread, his doctrines all diſplay, 
That in. whate'er thine hand doth undertake, 
Thou may'ſt the Lord to thee propitious make; 
Then will the Lord confirm his word, which he 
Moſt” graciouſly did ſpeak concerning me, 
When he, ſome years ago, was pleas'd to “ ſay, 
If thine ſhall take good heed unto their way, 

* With all their heart, and all their ſoul to walk, 
In truth before me, juſtice never baulk, 

Then ſhalt thou never want a favour'd ſon 
Jo ſit upon the Iſraelitiſn throne,” 


* * R * * * * 
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This ſaid, he Solomon inſtruction gave, 
How he hereafter ſhould himſelf behave, a 
To ſome who had from their allegiance ſwerv'd; 
And others, who of him had well deſerv'd: 


- They having ſeen full threeſcore years and ten, 
And forty paſſed in a glorious reign, 
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He With his fathers ſlept, and was interr'd 

In his own city, which he moſt preferr'd ; 

. And which, to honour him, thenceforth became 
The royal ſepulchre for men of fame, 

And now my muſe, might ſhe ſo high preſume, 
Would write this epitaph upon his tomb. L 
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He lies king David, whoſe ſharp ſword did quell 
The fierceſt enemies of Iſrael. 
Here the ſweet ſinger lies, whoſe various ſtate, 
The pſalms by him compoſed, do relate. 
Here lies the man, who (for the greateſt part) 
Did walk according to the Lord's own heart, 
His body in the grave below doth reſt: - 

His ſpirit lives above, among the bleR, 
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